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What about these people who say they are saved and sure of heaven?  Isn’t that being a little too sure of one’s self?  Can a person know this for certain?  If so, what proof does he have?  Maybe you need some answers to these questions.

I my last message, I sought to point out some of the ways we may know that we are saved.  We don’t have to wonder about this important issue.  We can be certain upon the authority of God’s Word, the Bible.  We read in the Word, He that hath the Son hath life.  Do you have the Son?  Have you asked Jesus Christ to come into your life?  If so, then you have eternal life, according to the Bible.

But maybe you are saying, “I don’t feel saved.”  That doesn’t make any difference.  Salvation is not based upon your feelings, but rather on the Word of God.  Though you may not feel saved, if you have sincerely trusted in Christ and turned your life over to Him, the Bible says you are saved.”

I mentioned several other ways that we are assured that we are saved.  One is the witness of the Holy Spirit within.  You will sense the presence of the Spirit of God in your life without question if you are truly saved.  Also, you will reveal certain spiritual characteristics of your Father in heaven.  People will notice the change in your life and realize that you have been truly transformed by the power of Almighty God.

Another evidence of new life in Christ Jesus is our measure of love.  God says in John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.  If we are unkind, critical, selfish, and uninterested in helping other people, it is quite obvious that we have never met Him who said love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them which hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you, that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven (Matthew 5:44,45).

In 1 John 3:14 the Apostle says We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.  He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.  Without question, love is a strong evidence for salvation.  Please hear me.  It is possible for a person to know that he is saved, beyond a shadow of a doubt.  It is not presumptuous for one to know that his sins are forgiven and that he is ready to meet God.  The Scriptures assure us of God’s keeping power.  In 1 Peter 1:5 we read that we are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In Jude verse 24 God tells us that He is able to keep us from falling or stumbling.  The Lord may not give us an easy journey to the Promised Land, but we are assured that He will give us a safe journey.

In Malachi 3:17 God speaks of His own as His jewels.  This is most significant.  The kings of Egypt were buried with their treasures.  Thousands of years later, when the dust of ages was wiped away, the gems were found to retain their brilliance and loveliness.

Salvation is eternal and not something that is put on today and discarded tomorrow.  The Lord takes infinite care to protect and safeguard His jewels.  Earthly stones are kept safe behind the massive steel doors of concrete vaults and are covered by fabulous insurance.  God has deposited His jewels in Jesus Christ, and the honor of His name is our assurance.  As the high priests of old carried the breastplate of twelve stones on his bosom, so Christ carried us on His loving heart.

The Bible gives us the absolute assurance that when believers die they go to be with the Lord Jesus Christ immediately.  The dying thief who hung on the cross beside our suffering Savior was not a believer, nor was he in any sense of the word a righteous man. Yet, in his dying moments, he repented and turned his face toward Christ, and cried out Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy Kingdom.  Jesus answered, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43,43).  The dying thief could not earn his salvation by good works; his hands and feet were nailed to the cross.  He could not go and change his manner of living.  His feet were nailed to the cross.  All he could do was that which God requires anyone to do for salvation – believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.  The very instant one believes, his sins are all forgiven.  Instantly, they are covered over by the blood of Jesus Christ and that person is prepared to meet God.

Someone might wonder, “What about the good things I’ve done, like my generous contributions to my church; what about my activities in civic affairs?  Will these not have some bearing on my salvation?”  These things might be worthwhile but God tells us there is only one way to be saved.  If one does not believe on Christ, irrespective of how he has lived or what he has done, he is lost forever.

A Christian, in discussing the way of salvation with a gentleman and a friend was answered, “I do not profess to be a Christian, but I am a better moral man than any of the church members in this city.”  Said the Christian, “I do not doubt that for an instant.  But I want you to understand that salvation and morality are not the same.  Outside of Christ, you are lost, you are unsaved, and you are in a state of condemnation.  You have not been saved.”

Friend, morality is not enough.  The Bible reveals that we must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ is we are to be saved and have the assurance of our salvation, which God desires for all.  If you have not yet received Christ, do it now.  Receive Him into your life.  Say, “Jesus, I am sorry for my sins and I want to be saved.  I receive you, Lord Jesus, as my Savior.”  God has promised eternal life for you, for He knew well that you could not be saved any other way.

If you are not saved, or if you have doubts in your mind, believe once and for all.  God will save you for eternity.
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