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There is no believer in Christ who, when it comes to serving Christ, can honestly say, “Count me out.  There is nothing I can do.”  God has given all of us gifts that, if not used, will shrivel up and disappear.  It’s a case of invest, or lose the blessing.

We need to remind ourselves that God not only expects us to serve Him, but He desires that we serve Him well.  I have heard people say, “I have done my bit.”  Doing your bit is not enough.  We must do our best for God.  We read in Galatians 6:9, And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  The work of the Lord must not be done in a thoughtless and perfunctory manner.  How many believers there are who are careless in the way they serve the Lord?  Most churches have some Sunday school teachers who spend little or no time preparing to teach their classes.  Officers in our churches fail to give the proper time to the work which they have been chosen to do.  Certainly, if many of the businessmen of our churches ran their businesses like they do the work of the Lord, their businesses would have collapsed.

Why don’t all Christians serve the Lord as they should?  The answer is very simple.  Lack of service for the Lord is the result of an unsatisfactory relationship with the Lord.  Whenever we ask someone at the church to do something and he gives the answer, “I just can’t,” usually it is not because he cannot, it is because he is not in love with Jesus Christ.  He needs to get closer to the Lord.  Loving Christ more is the basis for true service for God.  Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:14 The Love of Christ constraineth us.  Those who really love the Lord depend on Him to enable them to serve.  They realize that their service for the Lord is actually God at work through them.

Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 3:6,7 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.  It is the Lord who works through us, but we must be willing to allow Him to work.  We must offer ourselves freely and unreservedly to Him that He might do through us what He desires to do.

As we daily yield our lives to Him and seek His direction in all of our activities for His service, it will be easier to hear His voice and to follow His leading.  Many cannot hear the voice of God because they are so concerned about doing what they want to do rather then what God wants them to do. 

Child of God, realize as David said long ago in 1 Samuel 21:8 the kings business required haste.  Well, it still does.  It is imperative that you and I get busy for God if we are to make an impact in this world for Jesus, our wonderful Lord.

Several years ago, I read the testimony of Bud Bryant of Muncie, Indiana.  He wrote, “At the age of nine, during the 1916 epidemic, polio struck me down.  When the siege was over, I had the left hand and arm from the elbow down.  My right hand and arm withered away until they were useful only to run the wheelchair, which was my only means of getting around.  Then, in 1929, God took hold of me and changed my cynical, atheistic heart.  Soon after, he called me to preach the Gospel.  Lord, I told Him, I’ll go to Tibet, China, anywhere you say, just give me two good feet to go on.  ‘When God calls, he enables’, a pastor friend told me.  ‘If He wants you in Tibet, He will take you there, even if four men have to carry you on a stretcher.’  But God didn’t give me four men and a stretcher.  Instead, He gave me a correspondence course from the Moody Bible Institute, a rebuilt typewriter, a handful of stamps, and a vision of service.”

After completing the correspondence course, Bud began a full pastoral and evangelistic service, chiefly by mail, seeking to lead souls to Christ, to provide counsel, guidance, help in studying, and encouragement.  From a small beginning, he reached the place where he needed a fulltime assistant.  Comparing himself with Billy Graham, Moody, Torrey, Sunday, and other great evangelists, Bud would say, “I am not much.”  But one-armed Bud Bryant used that one arm for the Lord.  And he used to say, “I know that God is using me far more in this little niche, sitting in a wheelchair and using one hand to run the typewriter, then if I sat back twenty years ago and said, Oh, if I only had two good feet, I would go to Tibet and really serve God.”

What do you have to offer to the Lord, friend?  Give it with a willing mind and God will use it.  If we sit down and whine that we do not have enough to make it worthwhile, God will let us whine and will use what someone else gives.

Someone has said that there are three classes of people: opportunity breakers, opportunity makers, and opportunity takers.  Grasp the opportunities that lie all around you for the Lord.  Be a soul-winner for Jesus Christ.  Get busy for God.  Get active in your church.  Heed the Word of God where Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:58 Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.  Don’t miss the promised blessing.  Cast thy bread upon the waters for thou shalt find it after many days.

A pastor tells of approaching a professing Christian about church membership.  “I don’t think I would gain anything by joining your church,” replied the man.  Wisely, the pastor said, “With that attitude, you should never join any church.  It is not what you can gain, but what you can produce and contribute to God by being a church member.”  No one should join a church simply to sit in a pew.  We ought to join the church to lend our hands, our feet, our talents, our money, and our time to the great task of reaching the world for Jesus Christ.

It may be that you are not serving the Lord because you are not really a Christian.  You may be a church member, but lost and bound for hell because you have never sincerely invited Christ to come into your heart and life.  Receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord right now and let Him transform you.  Then you will be well and ready to be a useful servant for Him.  God will take you as you are, with the gifts He has given you, and produce through you.  Let Him work in your heart and life.
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