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The most complete moral code ever given to man is what we call the Ten Commandments.  All of us are guilty of having broken the Ten Commandments.  In fact, it would be impossible for us not to break them.  This being true, why were they given?

When confronted with the question, “Are you a Christian?” often the reply is heard, “Yes, I am.”  But when asked further, “How do you know for sure?” sometimes the answer given is, “Because, I keep the Ten Commandments.”  Can one become a Christian by keeping the Ten Commandments?  Nowhere in the Bible is it even suggested that the Ten Commandments were ever given by God as a means to salvation.  No one has ever been or ever will become a Christian by keeping the Ten Commandments.  How do we know this?  Because the Word of God declares explicitly in Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight.  Here it is stated as clearly and simply as possible that the keeping of the law of God does not result in salvation.

If you should be of the opinion that you are Christian because you keep the Ten Commandments, please consider the fact that it is impossible for the Ten Commandments to remove the guilt of sin.  Only Jesus Christ can do this.  For one to feel otherwise, he would have to read into the Scriptures rather than out of them.  To take a portion of God’s Word and try to make it fit into what one thinks, while disregarding scores of Scripture verses that clearly teach otherwise, is the worst kind of error, for it can only lead to tragic and disastrous results.

All right then, if the Ten Commandments were not given as a means to salvation, what was their purpose?  It is obvious from the Bible that they were not designed to relieve sin but to reveal sin.  Please realize this and keep it in mind because it could prevent much misunderstanding.  We are told in 1 Timothy 1:8 that the law of God must always be used lawfully.  But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully.  To use the law of God lawfully means that it must be used as God intended.  The lawful use of the Ten Commandments is to reveal man’s sinfulness in order that he might see his true self as God sees Him.  Beyond this, the commandments are limited.  For though the Ten Commandments reveal sin, they cannot provide a remedy for sin.

One may look into a mirror and realize that his hair needs combing.  But the mirror cannot be used to comb the hair.  Its only purpose is to show the need for attention.  A plumb line used on a crooked wall may evidence any crookedness, but it would be insufficient to correct it.  Using a flashlight while walking along a rough and rocky path at night would help to detect the obstacles, but it could not remove them.  The mirror, the plumb line, and the flashlight do not change the situation.  They only point out the difficulty.  It is the same with the Ten Commandments.  God gave them to reveal man’s sinfulness, not to correct it.

Since this is true, how then can one be saved?  It is not a contradiction to say that the law of God has an important part in salvation.  Even though it cannot save, it helps us understand our need of the one who can save.

Paul emphasized this in Galatians 3:24 where he wrote, Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  The Ten Commandments not only reveal our sinfulness by enabling us to realize how helpless we are to keep them, but they remind us that we must have further help.

What assurance do we have that Christ is the one who can provide the needed help? -  Simply because He is the only one who ever kept the Commandments perfectly, with no failure whatsoever.  He had no sin of His own.  He died for our sins, on the cross.  In doing this, He provided a way of salvation for all who trust in Him.  Thus, the Ten Commandments were never meant to bestow life or communicate righteousness, but rather to bring us to Christ who it the only one who can provide eternal salvation.  We are told in Romans 8:3 that what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.  It is Christ who saves and not the Ten Commandments.

Now, may I go a step further and say that there is no possible way to be saved other than through Jesus Christ?  This is not being dogmatic.  Nor is it prejudice or bigotry.  It is simply taking the Word of God at face value and believing what it says.  All we know about God, salvation, and eternity is found only in the divinely revealed Word of God.  It does not matter what one thinks or believes.  The issue is, what does God say?  

Consider Acts 4:12 regarding Jesus Christ as the means to salvation.  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.  No other name; Christ is the way.

Any attempt to keep the Ten Commandments for salvation must end up in failure.  To tell someone he can be saved by keeping the Commandments is as foolish as telling an elephant he can fly.  An elephant cannot fly because he lacks the flying apparatus.  Likewise, every human lacks the apparatus to keep the Commandments.  Because of his sinful nature, man cannot obey God satisfactorily.  For this reason, he needs Christ, the perfect Son of God.  After Christ is received as Lord, He lives His life through us and enables us to walk with God.  Even more, He cleanses us from all sin and prepares us for eternity.

After one becomes a Christian, is he obligated to do his best to attempt to keep the Ten Commandments?  Why certainly!  You would not expect a true follower of Christ to commit adultery, murder, or any of the other “shalt nots” mentioned in the Ten Commandments, would you?  Because a person is a follower of Christ does not mean that he will disobey God’s Word.  Not only will the true Christian seek to walk in obedience to the Ten Commandments but to the entire revelation of God.  Thus, we conclude that the Ten Commandments were not given to save sinners nor to rule saints.  They were given to show us how sinful we are and to bring us to Christ so that we might trust in Him for everlasting life.

Have you trusted in Him?  If not, receive Him into your life right now.  In Him, you will find satisfaction and peace, unknown in any other way.

Glad Tidings, Inc., P.O. Box 18824, Charlotte NC  28218

