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Do you happen to know any hypocrites?  I mean, people who profess to be followers of Christ but their lives prove otherwise.  Well, yes, I guess we know a few.  But did you ever stop to consider, maybe they think we are the hypocrites.  It could be.

Doubtless, you will agree that there is much hypocrisy among those who profess to be Christians.  No wonder the world is not interested in our Christ.  We go to church on Sunday and sing the great hymns of our faith with enthusiasm and piety.  The singing of a hymn should be a deep experience for the child of God.  It can be a prayer, or a testimony, or a praise, or an invitation to others.  But very often it is merely another step in revealing our inconsistencies and lack of devotion.

For example, we sing Sweet Hour of Prayer, and content ourselves with five or ten minutes a day, or less in many cases.  We sing, Onward Christian Soldiers, and, with little courage, fail to get into the battle for God.  We sing, O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing Our Great Redeemers Praise, and fail to use the one tongue we have to talk others about Jesus Christ.  We sing, There Shall be Showers of Blessing, and grasp every opportunity to miss going to church.  We sing, Blest Be the Tie That Binds, and let the least offense sever it,

Hypocrites?  Yes, there are many in our churches today who need a real heart experience with Jesus Christ.  Until we get right with the Lord, we shall know nothing of God’s blessing.  The unsaved will continue on in their lost state, unaware of the blessings and joys of following the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Hebrews 3:1 God says Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus.  Someone has said that as Apostle, the Lord Jesus brings us up to the height of our calling and that, as High Priest, He maintains us there.  What a calling we have – holy brethren.  “But,” someone says, “I don’t feel holy.”  All of us can understand that.  If you did, no one would believe you.  But God says you are holy.  And God takes account of us as holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling.

We have a calling much more exalted than the children of a king.  Christians have been bought by the blood of Christ and they have been bought into an intimate relationship with the King of Kings, the Lord Jesus.  We are holy brethren, members of the family of God.  This places a supreme obligation upon every one of us who has named the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to live lives of holiness and obedience before God. 
It is recorded that little Princess Elizabeth of England was once asked who she was.  The brief reply was, “I am nobody, but my daddy is the king.”  Paul confessed in 1 Corinthians 15:9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle - The least of the apostles. Yes, he recognized that in himself there was no good thing.  Paul was mastered by Jesus Christ.  

The Lord Jesus had met him on the Damascus highway and changed his life from one of sin and corruption to one of holiness and power.  Indeed, Paul is the epitome of what everyone should be who has come to the Lord Jesus.  We are new creatures in Christ.

You may be a butcher, a baker, or a candlestick maker.  You may be a housewife, a nurse, or a schoolteacher.  You may be lost, or you may be saved.  It matters not what or who you are, God has a great purpose for your life.  This purpose may or may not be fulfilled.  If it is not fulfilled, yours will be an eternal loss.  

God’s purpose for each of us is twofold.  He wants us to conform to the image of His Son, to make us like Christ.  Then He wants to use us as channels through which His love, grace, and power can flow to others.  He wants us, as His instruments, to bring others to Jesus Christ, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  It is evident that the purpose of God is not being fulfilled in the lives of the majority of people on the face of the earth.  Even most Christian people know little or nothing of doing the Word of God.  A great host of those who are saved are carnal, without peace and confidence in the eternal promises of God.  If they have been truly born again, they will be saved.

If you are Christian, is your life bearing a consistent witness to the Son of God?  You say you believe.  Are you truly a follower of Jesus Christ?  Many Christians know how to make a living, but they do not know how to live.  They can talk Christ but, seemingly, they have never learned to walk Christ.  The Christian faith is more of a way of walking then it is a way of talking.

Now, let me ask a question.  Which is more important – preaching or practicing.  I will answer that from the Word of God.  1 Timothy 4:16 - Take heed unto thyself.  I Corinthians 9:14 – They which preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel.  1 John 2:6 – He that saith he abideth in Him, ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked.
There are hundreds of verses scattered throughout the Bible, both in the Old and New Testaments, that emphasize the same truth – holiness and obedience to the Lord.

What about you, Christian friend?  Are you walking with the Lord?  You say you are a blood-bought child of God.  Are there little inconsistencies in your life, shutting out the Lord’s power, keeping others from coming to the Savior?  Oh, confess it to the Lord.  Get right with Him.  Let Him cleanse you from all defilement and fill you with His blessed Holy Spirit that your life might bear an impact for Him.

To those of you who have never yet come to the Savior for His cleansing and forgiveness, I invite you to receive Him into your heart right now.  Don’t wait.  Don’t think you will be better than you are now.  Until you come to Christ, you will always be a sinner in need of the Savior.  So that’s why I urge you to come now.  Jesus died for you.  He paid the price for all your sins – every sin you have committed in the past, every sin you will commit – it is all under the blood of Jesus Christ.  The price has been paid.  There isn’t a thing in the world you can do to earn your salvation.  Jesus paid it all.

And that is the ground on which I can invite you to come to the Son of God right now.  He paid for your sins.  Will you turn to Him?   Open your heart to Him.  Say, “Lord, I know I am a sinner.  I know I am unworthy.  I’m sorry for my sins.  I thank you, Jesus, that you died for me and now receive you as my Savior and Lord.  And you know what?  The moment you tell God that He will enter your heart, never to leave.  He will guide you and direct you and you can call on Him at any time and He will be there to help you.
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