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A good marriage does not simply happen.  There is no magic formula for a happy marriage.  There must be careful planning and creative thinking all along the way.  In addition, there are certain principles that must be respected.

One of the confusing problems that confronts our society in the mixed-up age in which we live is that of faulty marriages.  If in some way we could get our homes on a solid footing, there might possibly be a miraculous recovery of our entire economy.

Sometime ago, I ran across the Ten Commandments for a happy marriage, which had been outlined by John Edmond Haggai.  Since I was greatly impressed by what Mr. Haggai had to say about marriage, I would like to relate his ten commandments to you along with some of my own personal comments.

1. Thou shalt make Christ the head of they home.  In my thinking, this is where a successful marriage begins.  If any two people marry with the thought in mind that they expect to produce happiness without a personal relationship to the Son of God, Jesus Christ, they are in for a sad awakening.  It is imperative that both the husband and the wife know Christ as Savior and Lord.  It is not sufficient that one or the other know Him.  Both must be born again.

A young lady went to her pastor to tell him she planned to be married.  “Who is the fortunate young man?” he asked.  When she told him, the pastor replied, “Let me ask you a question, Betty.  Is he a believer?”  “I was afraid you would ask that.  No, he isn’t.  But don’t quote Scripture to me about being unequally yoked with unbelievers because I am going to marry him anyway.  It’s getting late in the game and I don’t want to be caught without a man.”

Betty went ahead and married the young man, but in a little over two months she was back to see her pastor again, at which time she said, “There is something worse than being unmarried.”  “And what it that?” asked the surprised pastor.  “It is to be married to the wrong man,” replied Betty.

How important it is to realize that marriage is for keeps.  And without Christ to guide in the choosing of the right mate, one can certainly bring ruin on his future.  A marriage that is not firmly established on the Rock, Christ Jesus, could very easily fall apart on the rocks of chaos.

2. Thou shalt continue to create the best possible impression upon thy mate.  How important this is.  During the courtship days, prior to marriage, one is usually more careful of how he acts, what he says, and what he wears than after marriage.  What a tragic mistake!  All the virtues of the courtship period should carry over into the marriage.

A successful marriage does not simply happen.  Both parties must work at it constantly.  The wise man wrote to husbands in Ecclesiastes 9:9, Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the days of the life of thy vanity.  To live joyfully with a person demands serous planning and thought.  Other passages of Scripture make it clear that this responsibility is incumbent on both husband and wife.  Marriage partners should be kind, mannerly, and thoughtful, doing everything possible to make each other happy.  As this is often the case before marriage, it should be the same afterward.

3. Thou shalt emphasize giving rather than getting.  Whenever a selfish person gets married, trouble is certain.  If one is self-centered, looking inward rather than outward, there is little hope for success in marriage.

If one is selfish in nature, how can he cure himself of this evil?  There is only one possible way; yield to Him who is selfless.  Jesus Christ is always concerned about others, never about Himself.  He is completely selfless.  When one’s life is controlled by Him, he will be selfless also.  Christ not only died to provide eternal salvation, but that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again (2 Corinthians 5:15).  Christ can give victory over the self- life, enabling the child of God to make a worthy contribution to a harmonious marriage.

4. Thou shalt not snoop into the affairs of thy mate.  There are some married people who think that marriage closes the door to one’s privacy.  To rob anyone of his privacy is to strip him of a very necessary asset.  No one should open his mate’s mail, or look into his pocketbook, or rummage through his dresser drawers without being asked to do so.  Though some things should be sacrificed in marriage, it should never be one’s privacy.

5. Thou shalt not destroy thy mate’s individuality.  The Bible strongly emphasizes oneness in marriage.  They shall be one flesh (Genesis 2:4).  This is not to suggest, however, that each should lose his or her identity.  The oneness has to do with beliefs, goals, and objectives.  Those who marry are individuals until they die.  Often, serious problems develop in marriage when one attempts to remake his mate, attempting to produce a personality pattern similar to his own.  Don’t expect an automated partner who would respond to the push of a button.  Recognize and encourage the individuality that God gave your mate.  Who could number the marriages that end in divorce because one partner feels that the mate should do things the way he does them.

6. Thou shalt not let the sun go down on thy wrath.  Ephesians 4:26 is so very important.  Never allow a day to end with enmity or dislike in your heart for your mate.  Talk it out.  Get it settled.  Pray it through.  Kiss before you crawl into bed.  Say, “I am sorry,” and mean it.  Then, forget it.  Never bring it up again.  The next time there is a disagreement, don’t say, “That’s the way you were before,” or “You did the same thing a week ago.”  Settle it once and for all before bedtime.

7. Thou shalt compliment thy mate each day.  It doesn’t matter how bad a person may be, he has some worthwhile qualities.  Train yourself to dwell on them.  Regrettably, most of us get in the habit of picking out the bad and ignoring the good.  If somehow we could switch this around, there would be greater success in marriage.  Look to your mate’s superlative qualities, not to the ones you dislike.  Don’t hesitate to speak up when the meal is good, or the house is clean, or help is given.  Say something about it; don’t merely think it.  Statements like these, if they are sincere, are part of the necessary cement to hold the home together.

8. Thou shalt operate on a sound fiscal policy.  Several things should be considered to make this possible.  First, a sizable portion of one’s income should always be taken out immediately for the work of the Lord.  Love for God should be evidenced by putting Him first in everything.  The Lord’s portion should be invested in His service as soon as possible so that there will be no temptation to dip back into it for personal expenses.  The balance, after God’s portion is removed, is for personal needs.  Even though it may not be much, those involved should not live beyond it.  No debt should ever be incurred that is greater than the income.  Live on a pay-as-you-go basis, and you will discover this to be invaluable for a happy marriage.

9. Thou shalt be kind to thine in-laws.  How many times all of us have known of marriages that have crumbled because of in-law problems.  Understand that your in-laws will never be like what you think they should be.  On the other hand, you will never be what they think you should be.  Thus, don’t look for perfection.  Rather, do your very best to develop a bond of love between you so that criticism will be averted and a satisfactory relationship will always be enjoyed.

10. Thou shalt grow mentally, socially, and above all, spiritually.  We are told in 2 Peter 3:18 to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Growth is an evidence of life.  If you would keep your marriage alive, don’t stagnate; keep growing.

And friend, I remind you again, if you don’t know the Lord, that’s where it all begins.  Come to Him and let Christ become the Head of your home.  He will bless it, and He will guide you and your spouse in the ways that will please Him in the ways of blessing and prosperity.
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