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Consider one of the most important themes of the Bible.  Though mentioned hundreds of times, it is probably neglected more in practical application than any other truth.  I am thinking of Christian love one for another.  Our Lord taught that the expression of love by Christians is an unquestionable evidence of the reality of their profession of faith in Christ.  Jesus said, By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.  There are other tests to determine one’s sincerity of belief, but there is none more important than love.

Of course, those who have never received Christ as their Lord know nothing of God’s love.  They may perform deeds of kindness and philanthropy, but so often this is done with a sense of expectancy, looking for some return or reward.  It is usually motivated by selfishness, rather than gratitude or generosity.  Love in the believer flows from the one true source of love.  God is love, John tells us, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in Him (1 John 4:16).  Love cannot be worked up in the heart of the unbeliever.  It can only be known through the new birth, by receiving the Lord Jesus Christ into the heart.

Just as one cannot love without being a believer, neither can one be a believer without loving.  God makes this so very clear in 1 John 4:12.  If we love one another, God dwelleth in us.  The opposite of this truth would also be true.  If we do not love one another, God does not dwell in us.  This same idea is further presented in verse 20.  If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? 

You can readily perceive from these texts that love to the Christian is what breath is to life.  It is impossible to be a Christian, God tells us, without manifesting His wonderful love to others.  We might well question the profession of those who claim to love Christ yet, with hatred and jealousy, they seek to malign and injure their Christian brothers and sisters.  Those saved by grace will prove it by living graciously.

I have heard professing believers say, “I can love almost everyone, but there is just one person I cannot stand.”  Indeed, such Christians have not yet come into an understanding of God’s love.  One of the most recognizable characteristics of His love is its comprehensiveness, its all-inclusiveness; it is completely free of bounds and barriers.  There is a species of love, which makes a fastidious choice of its objects.  It picks out a few of a certain mental level, or moral temperament, and with rigid exclusiveness it confines its fellowship to these.  Friends, this is not love.  Christ could love those of all natures and temperaments.  Peter was fickle.  Matthew was greedy.  Paul was self-willed.  Yet Christ loved them all.

One may have a pretty fair knowledge of the Bible.  He may have a clear-cut understanding of its major doctrines.  But merely knowing the doctrines of the Bible is not enough.  Doctrine is not an end in itself.  It should produce something.

In Ephesians 3:17 Paul writes That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in – What?  What is the next word? - In doctrine?  No, the verse reads “That ye being rooted and grounded in love.  Certainly the believer should have a good understanding of the Word of God.  He should be well principled in doctrine, but not without love.  We must not overlook this important Christian virtue.  Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is - What? - Love (1 Corinthians 13:13). 

To look at some Christians, you would think the least of these three virtues is love.  We may preach and teach.  We may witness to the Lord and serve Him.  But all will be in vain unless we reveal His wonderful love.

Why is there so much strife in churches today in spite of the fact that God has said Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! (Psalm 133:1)?  One of the major reasons is that so often unconverted people get into the membership of our churches and, after being elected to office, try to do God’s work without having ever known of the love of God through Christ.  This can only lead to catastrophe.

But even where this is not the case and where seemingly spiritual people are in places of leadership, so often you find division and disharmony.  What is wrong?  The answer is very simple - no love.  Instead of love, selfishness dominates.  True love desires only to give.  Self-love desires only to secure.  As the result of selfishness, so often selfless and unkind things are said about others.  

As well as selfishness, pride rules the situation.  All our pious phrases and platitudes are an emptiness and nothingness in the ears of God and in the sight of an unsaved world until we repent of the sin of our failure to love as Christ loves.  Have you offended your brother or sister?  And are you trying to cover-up with your much activity for God?  Don’t deceive yourself.  You are out of fellowship with the Lord.  All your works will be fruitless until you get right with those you have offended.  To you, God says Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift (Matthew 5:23,24).  Your first obligation is not to your church, your Sunday school class, or your church board; it is to your brother. First be reconciled to thy brother.
It may be awfully hard for you to forgive.  Possibly, you were severely wronged.  But remember, God says in Matthew 6:14,15 If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  So long as the believer is of an unforgiving spirit, he is living in sin.  He is openly rebelling against the revealed will of God.  There can be nothing but misery in such a spiritual state.

In Ephesians 4:31,32 we read, Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice.  And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.  When you pause to consider Christ’s great love demonstrated so completely in forgiving us of all our sins, how can we bear grudges and be lost to hate.  A strong feeling of resentment, harbored day after day, is as dangerous to the soul as a cancer to the body.

Maybe you have been wronged.  Let God take care of it.  He says, Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves.  Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  You do your part and God will undertake in every way for the best.  Remember, wrong can never be made right.  It can only be forgiven.

When you forgive, let it be permanent.  When God forgives us, He forgives completely and eternally.  His treatment of us is very different from the way in which we often forgive those who wrong us.  But when you forgive, let it be forever.  God will bless you for that.

Now, I am wondering if the reason why so many in the world have not come to Christ is because we, who claim to be Christians, have failed to surrender our hearts to the love of God.  When mutual intercession takes the place of mutual accusation, the differences of brethren will be overcome.  We need a new sense of the love that purchased our redemption.  If you are in Christ, this is a debt from which you can never be free.  God says in Romans 13:8 Owe no man anything, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  Child of God, be firm in the sweetness of God’s love and sweet in its firmness.

If you have never received Christ, realize that He died on the cross for you because He loved you so.  Realize that it was His love that paid the price for your sins so that you might be forgiven of all your sins and have everlasting life.  And on that basis, I invite you to turn to Him.  Say, “Jesus, yes I have sinned, but I know you forgave me of my sin when you die on the cross.  And I now receive you as my Savior and Lord.”  God will meet you.

