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The remarkable thing about becoming a Christian is the change that takes place following conversion.  The problem is, however, in many cases there doesn’t seem to be any change.  Can a person really be saved if he doesn’t follow the Lord and obey His Word?

After serving the Lord faithfully for many years, an aged minister attended a conference of ministers of his own denomination.  During one of the sessions, toward the close of the conference, the large room was filled with ministers – most of them smoking.  For over an hour, they discussed the question, “How can we improve the spiritual life of our denomination?”  The veteran minister of many years listened patiently to the various contributions offered by the attending ministers, then stood to his feet and said, “Gentlemen, I have been listening to the expressions of thought you have shared.  And I have come to one conclusion.  From what I have heard thus far throughout this conference, I think we are more afraid of holiness than we are of sin.”

It would be well for all of us to ponder this.  God says in 2 Timothy 2:19 Let everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.  Can we not agree that many who claim to be Christ’s followers have overlooked the importance of departing from iniquity?

The Apostle Paul, while imprisoned in Rome, wrote a very practical letter to the church at Philippi.  In Philippians 3:13,14 he said this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  Three things seem to stand out in these words.  God’s servant had a fixed purpose, a fixed attitude, and a fixed goal.

The fixed purpose was stated clearly; this one thing I do.  From the moment the Apostle was stricken by God on the Damascus highway, he never deviated from his fixed purpose to glorify Jesus Christ.  For many years prior to his conversion, he had lived for himself and catered to the whims of his flesh.  But after becoming a new man in Christ, he discovered a greater purpose for living.  He expressed it well in verse 10 of the same chapter; That I may know Him.  Nothing else mattered to Paul – achievement, popularity, wealth – all of this was meaningless as he sought to fulfill his fixed purpose.

The Apostle also had a fixed attitude - forgetting those things which are behind.  Many of God’s people have given little thought to the importance of this.  They talk about their conversion experience, but from their manner of life, their salvation appears questionable.  There is a complete absence of the miraculous change the Bible speaks about.  They give little evidence of being different.  Oh, they go to church on Sunday, which they may not have done before.  They talk the language and use the usual clichés but, often, the old worldly practices, which evidence the lust of the flesh, are still there.

I read one time of a gentleman in Florida who owns an unusual cat.  It looks like a cat when viewed from the front.  But if you look at it from the back, it has the appearance of a rabbit.  Actually, the owner calls it a cabbit.  It is jet black, with the head, shoulders, and four legs of a cat.  But, just below the shoulder joint, the cat suddenly appears to be a rabbit.  The hind legs are like those of a rabbit and operate kangaroo fashion.  The front half of his body is covered with cat fur and the rest is covered with fur like a rabbit.  The tail is nothing but a boneless tuft of black fur.  It is difficult to determine whether this animal is actually a cat or a rabbit.

In the same manner, it is equally confusing trying to decide whether some people are saved or lost.  At times, they look like they are saved.  But, at other times, by the way they talk and the things they do, it is doubtful if they have really met the Lord.  If they are saved, it is obvious that they have not recognized the importance of a fixed attitude – forgetting those things which are behind.
When Christ is sincerely received into the life, the result should be a transformation of life and character by the Holy Spirit.  It is not a case of trying hard to be a good Christian, but allowing the Holy Spirit to produce the Christ-life in us.

On an occasion after Dr. Spurgeon preached on the yielded life, a man came to him and said, “You require too much of flesh and blood.”  “I require nothing of flesh and blood,” said Spurgeon.  “I am preaching to people who have the Holy Spirit indwelling them, and that makes it altogether different.”

And so it does.  When one is yielded to Christ and mastered by the Holy Spirit, there will be no problem about getting rid of the fleshly encumbrances that hinder Christian usefulness.

But, not only should the true believer have a fixed purpose and a fixed attitude, he should have a fixed goal.  He should be concerned about reaching forth unto those things which are before.  There had been a time when the Apostle Paul’s eyes were fixed on everything but a fixed goal – money, leadership, the acclaim of people – all seemed to attract his interest; but no longer.  Everything that confronted Paul following his conversion was valued in its relationship to eternity.  The deciding factor was not what Paul wanted, but what God wanted for Paul.

The Apostle gave us numerous examples of the way in which believers will react when they have a fixed goal.  One is seen in Colossians 3:22.  Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eye service, as men pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God.
How often we hear Christians complaining about their employment. They don’t like their job.  When a person is a Christian, things don’t just happen.  If we have a job, we realize that God gave it to us and we ought to work at it as though it is the most important thing in the world for us to do.

A preacher said casually to a Christian shoemaker, “I am glad you can be in a humble occupation, and yet be a godly man.”  The shoemaker replied, “Please, don’t call this a humble occupation.”  “Excuse me,” said the preacher.   “I didn’t mean to reflect on what you do for a living.”  “Oh, you didn’t hurt me,” said the shoemaker.  “I was afraid you might hurt the Lord Jesus Christ.  I believe the making of shoes is just as holy before God as your preaching a sermon.  I believe that when I come to stand before the Lord, He is going to ask, ‘What kind of shoes did you make down on earth?’  And He might pick out this very pair, in order to make me look at them in His light.  And He is going to ask you, ‘What kind of messages did you deliver down on earth?’”

As believer, whatever our employment, we are basically responsible to God.  He says in Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.  And in 1 Corinthians 10:31 He says further,  Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.  Any child of God with a fixed goal won’t find it difficult to look upon all his responsibilities as a service for God.  He will not complain about his circumstances, but rather he will fulfill them as a loyal servant of Christ.

Friend, are you sure you are a Christian?  Have you definitely invited Christ into your life?  If you have, do you have a fixed purpose?  Can you say, this one thing I do – your purpose is to follow Christ at any cost?  Do you have a fixed attitude?  Have you denounced those things which are behind?  Have you allowed the Holy Spirit to purge those things from your life that hinder your faithfulness to God?  Do you have a fixed goal?  Are you reaching forth toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus?  Is Jesus supreme in your life?  If not, maybe you need Him in your heart right now.  Ask Him to come in.
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