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Someone said wisely, “Don’t give until it hurts.  Give until it feels good.”  There are some people in our churches who find giving to God’s work awfully painful.  I hope you have gotten over to the “feels good” side of giving.  Giving to God should never be considered as an obligation for the believer in Christ.  Because many believers are overlooking this privilege, they are missing the blessing.

According to 1 Corinthians 16:2, we are to have system in our giving.  God says, Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him.  Giving should not be hit or miss but systematic – upon the first day of the week.  God is not, in any sense of the word, hit or miss.  As there was exact precision in creation, so we should be precise in our giving.  Some people give only when they go to church, or whenever they feel like it.  This we call impulse giving.  This is far from the Biblical concept of systematic giving.

Suppose God were to run the universe in the manner in which some Christians fulfill their stewardship responsibilities.  It would be too bad for all of us if the constellations of stars and sun had no systematic way of revolving in the heavens.  What chaos and confusion there would be in the world if God were not systematic.  He expects us to be the same.

I am convinced that one of the reasons for many of the problems in Christian work in our day is the lack on the part of some to be systematic in their giving.  At the root of this is the need for the realization of God’s mercy and grace, which is ever at work in us who believe.

The Christian who gives to the Lord in a hit or miss fashion has never begun to take the Lord’s work seriously.  His heart is not really in it.  He has little understanding of Matthew 6:19-21 where God says Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for youselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where you treasure is, there will you heart be also.

If one is not honoring the Lord in giving to God in a systematic way, he cannot say that his treasure is in the Lord.  If his treasure is not in the Lord neither is his heart.  Is it not true, that if a businessman were to run his business like some Christians give to the Lord’s work, his business would have failed long ago?

The Christian who is careless in his giving to the Lord’s work is like the deacon who attempted to rebuke his neighbor who was heard frequently using profanity in a loud voice.  After the Christian stated his case the neighbor replied, “Well, deacon, we have lived at neighbors for nearly 20 years and we understand each other pretty well.  You pray a little, and I cuss a little.  But, of course, neither one of us means anything by it.”

When you consider the way some Christians give, it is very obvious that they don’t mean anything by it either.  Not only is the believer to give systematically upon the first day of the week, but as God has prospered him.  You might reply, “God has not prospered me.  I am not wealthy.”  But, just a minute - If God has not prospered you, where do you get the air to breath every day?  Suppose our gracious Lord were to shut out our air supply for only five minutes.  Where would we be?  Suppose there were not water to drink or any food to eat?  God has prospered all of us, every day of our lives.  We could name scores of things, which are the result of God’s merciful care of each one of us.

Money is not everything.  Just because you do not have a sizeable bank account or a large income is no sign that God has not prospered you.  Let’s face it.  If we were to begin to honor the Lord in the same manner in which He has prospered us, there would be no shortages in the Lord’s work.

Not all believers are miserly when it comes to giving to God.  In a Midwestern city, an elderly couple loved Christ so devotedly, that often they went without what some would consider necessities to put their money into God’s service.  One day, the wife died very suddenly, and the husband followed the plan, which he and his wife had agreed upon many years before.  Word was sent to their loved ones and friends that there would be no flowers at the funeral, but those who had in mind a floral tribute should bring a cash offering for missions instead.  An offering plate was placed by the casket and a total of $536 was dropped in the plate to help spread the truth among the millions who have never heard the Gospel.  My, what a worthy gesture this was.

This was not money wasted on flowers that would perish in a few hours.  If we love flowers and want to give them to our friends, let’s give them while our friends are living.  It’s too late after they die.  Quite frequently, instead of bringing flowers for someone who is deceased, there are radio listeners who send us offerings in memory of their Christian loved one or friend who had been called Home.  There is no better way to remember one who loved the Lord Jesus then to present a gift in his or her name that the Gospel might go forth.

Have you ever stopped to realize that man alone is capable of giving?  We do not really live unless we live to give.  One is like an animal as long as he lives to get.  We enter this world empty handed.  We go out of it the same way.  Only what we do out of love for God will be ours beyond the grave.

  We are not storerooms, but channels;

    We are not cisterns, but springs,

  Passing out our benefits onward,

    Fitting our blessings with wings.

Letting the water flow outward,

    To spread o’er the desert forlorn,

 Sharing our bread with our brothers,

  Our comfort with those who mourn.

Friend, are you really honoring the Lord in your giving?  If you are putting Christ first in your giving, somehow, though we cannot explain it, He will take care of all the bills.  My wife and I have seen Him do this during our entire married life.  Of course, if one gives to get, such a selfish attitude will be meaningless.  But if one gives because he loves Jesus Christ and he wants to see others come to Christ, God will provide.  It matters not whether he gives out of little or much.  The Lord will provide; He never fails.

Luke 6:38 is so true.  Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

God says, Give, and it shall be given unto you.  If we give with a sincere heart with love for Jesus, God assures us that He will give to us out of His abundant provision.  This, of course, should never be our motive for giving.  We should give for one reason only – our love for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Christian, maybe you need victory in your life in the realm of giving to the Lord.  Possibly, you have been neglecting to honor Him as you should.  Do something about it quickly.  Don’t let the Devil deceive you.

Now, of course, if you are not a Christian, God doesn’t want you to give anything.  He wants you to receive what He has provided in the person of His Son.  He is offering you His Son, Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for your sins.  Right now, let Him come into your life.  Become the possessor of eternal life through Him.  Christ will save you if you will let Him do it.  Repent and turn to Him.  Say, “Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  I now receive Jesus as my Savior and my Lord, and I trust Him for all things.”  God will hear that prayer.
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