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The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a life-changing message, which must be proclaimed the world over.  God never intended that the message be kept secret.  Its transforming power is only experienced as the truth is told out.  Are you busily involved in one way or another, sharing the Gospel of Christ?  

How easy it is to get sidetracked in the Christian life, allowing things of major importance to become secondary.  A notable example has to do with the command Christ gave every follower, recorded in Matthew 28:19,20.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.  How few churches have recognized this command with the sense of importance that Christ intended?  Even worse, how few Christians have made the personal application of these verses to themselves?  The Lord Jesus says that every believer has the responsibility to go and teach all nations, which means that we are to make disciples for Christ in all nations.

What God has said here is not for preachers and missionaries only.  It is for everyone who belongs to Christ.  Every child of God should be involved in this vital task of reaching people of all ages, colors, cultures, and classes for Jesus Christ.  Considering the zeal of businessmen to advance their product, using every available means to get customers, it is embarrassing to realize that believers in Christ, who possess the greatest commodity the world has ever known, eternal life, are so uninterested in people.

Each year, the automobile companies come out with one or more new features to get more customers for their make of car than of the others.  The tobacco companies spend millions of dollars a year, trying to introduce young people to cigarettes and get them hooked on tobacco.  And yet, we who know Jesus Christ give little of the time and money God has entrusted to us to communicate the greatest story man has ever known, of Christ and His redeeming love.

The vast majority of our churches are overlooking the purpose for their existence.  In the United States, every city has large beautiful churches with comfortable pews; air conditioned auditoriums, robed choirs, and well-trained preachers.  In many cases, we might ask the question – For what?  Usually, their well-planned programs are advertised in the Saturday newspapers, with the appeal to come and hear, while all the while God is saying to us to come and tell.

Dead men cannot walk.  Even if they could, of what value would the religious entertainment they hear in many churches be to them?  They cannot come and hear.  They need someone to go and tell them of the love of God that they might believe in the eternal Christ and be made alive through His resurrection power.  They need to be quickened by the new birth about which Jesus spoke.  Then they will want to come and hear the Gospel preached.  However, until they are delivered from their spiritual death, they will have no interest in the truth of God.  Someone must tell them of the living Christ and His power to save.

Let us pray that God will burn the words of Matthew 28:18 into our hearts.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations.  This is not a promise; it is a command.  If all Christians were to act upon this truth, the world could be evangelized in a few short years.  We read in 2 Peter 3:9 that God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  We need this same concern for the salvation of our loved ones, neighbors, friends, and all with whom we come in contact.

Some years ago, it was my privilege to hear Bishop Taylor Smith speak.  God had used this man in a remarkable way as a witness for Christ in the British Isles.  One Sunday afternoon, while in Westminster Abbey, he visited the grave of David Livingstone where he saw the words, Other sheep have I.  As he stood before the grave of this great pioneer missionary, he asked himself several questions about which it would be well for us to think about.  “Who shall bring in those other sheep if we do not offer our feet to go?  How shall they be brought in if our hands are not working to bring them in?  How shall they hear if our lips shall not speak to them?  How shall they know of God’s love if our hearts do not love them?”

My, what meaningful questions; we need to ask them of ourselves.  Even more, we should provide the answers so we can get involved.  We shall only get involved as we have spiritual depth.  Only as we commit our lives to the control of Jesus Christ will we have a burden for the lost.  Christ’s burden was so great that He permitted wicked men to nail Him to the cross and crucify Him.  He could have evaded this, for He possessed all power in heaven and earth.  There was nothing He could not do.  Why then did He do it? - Because of His great love.  He died and shed His blood as a sacrifice for sin that whosoever should call upon Him might be saved.  Followers of Jesus Christ, we need to redeem the time and buy up the opportunities, for time is running out.  What we do we must do quickly.  Speak to others about Christ; distribute Gospel tracts; spread the Word of God.  Don’t be ashamed of the Savior who died for you; sacrifice of your means to send missionaries out, so that everyone may have at least one opportunity to hear the Gospel.

If you have not yet appropriated God’s love through Jesus Christ, be assured that there is an answer for your troubled mind and heart.  Christ loves you and He wants to give you His love and His peace.  I urge you right now to receive His eternal provision.  If you are interested, say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I am sorry for my sins, and right now I receive Jesus Christ into my life.”  You say, “If I should do that, I know I would go out and just do the same old things again.”  Let me tell you, friend, if you mean business with God, and if you are serious about your own heart salvation, and if you want Jesus Christ to come into your life, and you sincerely invite Him to come in, you won’t want to go out and do the things you have always done.  You will have a new heart, by the grace of God.  This is what the Bible says.  God says, a new heart will I give you and a new heart will I provide for you. And I will take the stony heart out of your flesh and I will give you a heart of flesh.  And that heart of flesh will love souls.  That heart of flesh will love God.  That heart of flesh will be different from what you now have: loving sin, loving lust, loving evil.  Let God work a miracle in your heart, right now.  

And then, get the burden that many of us have to see souls come to Jesus Christ.  And, again I say, if you are a child of God, let the Holy Spirit move upon you that you may burn for God and have a desire to tell others about Jesus.  Remember, somebody told you about Jesus.  You believed and you were saved.  Now, many people around you need to hear about Him.  Tell them about the Son of God who gave His life for them that they might be saved and have everlasting life.
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