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Is it always the will of God that we be busy for God?  One might think so from some of the sermons we hear on serving the Lord.  But we must realize that busy-ness is not always pleasing to the Lord.  Sometimes, waiting before God is more important than busy-ness.

One of the plaguing evils hampering the effective of most of us is that of busy-ness.  I am referring to being busy doing that which gives every evidence of being the work of God.  Satan used many subtle ways to cripple and, sometimes, even ruin saints.  Some of the methods are easily discernable.  Since they are black, they can be distinguished from white.  The real problem comes, however, with the light gray.  Busy-ness fits into this category.  Christian workers may labor for years without discovering that Satan may be involved in what they are doing. 

I recall the days in my own experience when I thought it was a sin for a Christian to relax or take a vacation.  In my thinking, busy activity for God and complete dedication were one in the same.  I was a long while discovering that busy activity was not necessarily related to full commitment.

A pastor may arise early, spend long hours running here and there – teaching, visiting, organizing, planning – even to the neglect of his family, with the thought in mind that God’s work comes first.  And yet, at the heart of it all, there may be an unrealized motive to build a great church or to be well spoken of by people.  Maybe he loves work.  He wants to see thing go.  Thus he pours his life into this.  He is known by many as a man of God.

Not only are ministers guilty of this tragic error.  There are Christian laymen who are at fault.  They are known in the communities as tireless workers.  Even business must take second place if an opportunity opens to go somewhere to serve the Lord.  Some neglect a business thinking, if they serve God faithfully, He will take care of the business.  There is a definite sense in which this idea is true.  But on the other hand, it could be false.  God has committed to every one of us certain responsibilities.  If one’s business is run properly, it can glorify God and be a living witness to the power of Christ.

Any believer who is so busy serving the Lord that he has little or no time for his home and family, may be successful in his service, but he is a failure at home.  Nowhere in the Scriptures is it even suggested that it is acceptable to God to neglect one’s family, under any circumstances.  In fact, we find exactly the opposite.  God says in 1 Timothy 5:8 If any man provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hat denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.
Some who think they are contending for the faith are actually denying the faith by putting their Christian service before their home responsibilities.  This is one reason why children of Christian workers sometimes go bad.  This is not the only reason, but who can question the fact that there are some teenagers and young adults who could honestly say, “My parents were so busy at the church that they had no time for me.  Consequently, I went my own way and I did my own thing.  The trouble I am in today is the result.” 

Now, please, do not misunderstand.  Every believer should be involved in Christian activity.  But more important than our Christian activity is our relationship to Jesus Christ.  Christ did not ask Peter, “Peter, are you busy for me?”  No, He asked, “Peter, do you love me?”  Consecration to Christ is not realized by running to meetings, but by spending time in the Lord’s presence.  

There have been Christians who have ignored the laws of God regarding certain principles He has established for the care of their bodies, while actively engaged in the work of the Lord, who have found themselves on the shelf for months, and sometimes even years, as the result of a physical breakdown.  God is able to do the impossible.  We know that.  But, for some reason, He has chosen that we live and work in the realm of the possible.

Though Christian workers have succumbed to breakdowns in the work of the Lord, it would appear that not all were suffered because they were doing the will of God.  More important for any of us than the work of the Lord, is the will of the Lord.  Thus, we need to beware of busy-ness that is not strictly honoring to God.

Of course, there is another evil equally as dangerous as busy-ness, known to most of us as indolence.  There are many lazy Christians – you know that.  They go to the other extreme of overlooking the fact that God has said in 2 Chronicles 29:11 My sons, be not now negligent: for the Lord hath chosen you to stand before Him, to serve Him.  There is no question about the sin of the lazy Christian.  This is discernable to all.

But for the busy Christian, the Devil has to be a little more deceitful.  If he can keep him too busy, soon he will have him trapped.  It is true that God says in 1 Corinthians 15:58 be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  

But there are other things He says in the Bible too.  We can’t live on one verse - 1 Corinthians 15:58.

When Paul came to the Corinthian Christians he said, I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  As far as Paul was concerned, it was more important to really know Christ than it was to serve Him.

Recall what happened following His conversion.  He didn’t go out and start to preach, but he went away for three years into Arabia, and there he got to know God.  There were many times along the way of his Christian pilgrimage when he paused to get to know the Lord better.  His cry was that I may know Him.  This must be foremost in the Christian life.  More important than our Bible reading, our praying, our witnessing, our service, is our relationship to Jesus Christ.  If there is sin in the life, if there is anything marring our relationship to the Savior, the rest will be worthless. 

I have known Christian workers who have said, “I am too busy to take time to read the Word or pray.  I am actively engaged in doing a great work for God.”  Friend, if you are too busy to take time to study God’s Word and pray, you are too busy.  Slow up before God slows you up.  Get things in their proper order.  Certainly, God wants you to serve Him, to be busy for Him.  But above all else, He wants you to love Him, allowing Him to reign in your life.

It is possible for one to be busy for God without even knowing God.  I have met people who are active in their churches without having ever met the Lord.  The Christian life begins with receiving Christ.  If you have never received Him, now is the time.  Ask Him to come into your life.
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