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I have heard that a child who has been taught to obey will have much better success in life than an undisciplined child.  But do you know that the same thing is also true of the child of God?

If you are believer in Jesus Christ, do you always say yes to God in whatever He asks you to do?  Or do you sometimes refuse Him.  Whenever we refuse God, we have a good reason for unanswered prayers.  We also have an explanation of why we find it difficult to understand the Scriptures.  At the same time, abounding joy can never be ours if we refuse the Lord.  Obedience is the door of heaven as far as the soul is concerned.

Have you ever noticed this verse in Hebrews 12:25?  See that ye refuse not Him that speaketh.  For if they escaped not who refused Him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from Him that speaketh from heaven.  As we read God’s Word, He speaks to us from heaven.  And He says concerning the things we read in the Scriptures, If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

You see, God does not call His people to a career but to a life of obedience.  For those who leave their future in His hands, He builds a career far more wonderful and far more reaching than they could ever imagine.  I am convinced, out of my own experience with God over the years, that God has a plan for each of His children.  And no one, no matter how brilliant or wise he may be, could ever improve upon God’s plan.

Be sure, it is possible for a Christian to be busy and active for God, and yet not to live according to the plan.  I am sure there are many believers serving the Lord in various capacities, which God never intended for them.  To them Jesus says in Luke 6:46 Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?  
There was a Christian young lady who kept busy for God, but she was always doing what she wanted to do.  Her mother, who was a radiant and victorious Christian, tried to help the girl, but with little success.  One day, they were to have guest at the home.  But the mother, upon awakening in the morning, had a severe headache and was feeling very badly.  She asked her daughter if she would help get things in order for the guests.  The girl gave a half-hearted promise while the mother remained in bed.  About an hour or so before the guests arrived, the mother got up to take a final check of things.  But to her disappointment, nothing had been done.  About that time, her daughter came in from outside and with jubilance shouted, “Mother, I just weeded your flower garden!”  “Flower garden!” replied the mother.  “That’s nice, but I asked you to prepare our home for our guests!”  The mother thanked the girl for weeding her flower garden.  It looked very nice.  But again, this is what the girl wanted to do, rather than what her mother asked her to do.  

There are many Christians who treat God in the same way.  They appear to be unaware of God’s chosen plan for them.  Thus, they plunge into whatever phase of Christian service suits their desires.  Oftentimes, they are ineffective and little is accomplished, simply because they serve in the strength of the flesh and ignore the importance of obedience to God.

Abraham’s servant was able to say, in the words of Genesis 24:27 I being in the way, the Lord led me.  This is the way we should go – not our way, but the way the Lord leads.  As we pray and read the Scriptures, God will direct us in His way.  A partial obedience is never satisfying to God for He expects complete obedience.  The exclusion of any word of God from its supreme regard in the heart is a brand of hypocrisy.

You recall, how in the Old Testament, Saul slew all the Amalekites but one?  That single exception, standing in the path of obedience, marked the unsoundness of his profession.  It cost him his throne and brought him under the awful displeasure of God.

In Deuteronomy 26:16 we read: This day the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do these statutes and judgments: thou shalt therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.  There is no suggestion of partial obedience here, is there?  God wants us to go all the way, and when we do, we enjoy the promised blessing.

Now look at Job 36:11 where God says If they obey and serve Him, they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures.  But the alternative is found in Deuteronomy 28:15,29.  If thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God…thou shalt grope at noonday, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways.  

A lady, who had only recently had come to know the Lord Jesus as her Savior, was contemplating an act of obedience to Him which would involve much persecution, privation, and loss.  Knowing all it meant to her, someone said, “Have you counted the cost?”  “Yes,” she said very quietly, “I have.  And I have also counted the cost of not obeying Him.”  

This was good thinking.  Very often we are guilty of counting the cost of obedience, but we overlook the high cost of disobedience.  Maybe at this moment, as you listen to me, you are paying the price of disobedience.  Settle things with God.  Let the Lord work in your life.  Get in the will of God.  Pay the price of obedience and enjoy the promised blessing.  God is ready.  What about you?

Could it be that you are backslidden and away from the Lord because of some act of disobedience.  If so, I have good news for you.  God says, If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Go to God in prayer.  Tell Him you are sorry, and He will forgive you.  

If you are uncertain as to your relationship to God, ask Christ to come into your life and save you.  Then you will know for sure that you belong to Him.  Do it right now, for delay often leads to a hardened heart, and you don’t want that.  Ask Christ to come into your life.
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