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We hear a lot of sermons these days about how Christians should love each other and do nice things for other people.  But hearing sermons is not enough.  We have to get what we hear into action.  Indeed, there is a crying need in the body of Christ for love in action.  How is it with your life?

In Ephesians 4:30-32 God says, And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.

Every Christian needs to beware of bigotry and narrowness, which can be as destructive among believers as unbelief among the unsaved.  I am not suggesting that we scrap the fundamentals of the faith and all come together in agreement.  If this is done, there will be nothing to agree about.  Certainly, we must hold firm to the truth of the Scriptures concerning the valuable, fundamental doctrines that stand as the bulwark of our Christian faith.

But, on the minor issues, we must respect the viewpoints of others.  Let us not be judges, condemning and destroying.  Remember, God is the judge.  He declares, Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord.
We would do well to follow the example of Jesus Christ.  How did He love?  He loved with intelligence and sympathy.  He always put himself in another’s place, seeing out of another’s eyes.  He understood Peter, with all his wild, impulsive ways.  He understood the woman who was taken in the act of adultery, and all the elements involved in her environment.  He understood John and James, the fiery Sons of Thunder.  It was because He understood them, that He was able to become their friend and Savior.

Some of us, with unkindness and criticism, might have driven the sinful woman into deeper shame.  Some with less patience might have forced Simon Peter into permanent apostasy.  Is it not true that if we could love one another with such intelligence and sympathy, the fundamental cause of all strife, bitterness, and hate would be removed?  The basis of most controversy in this life is misunderstanding.  The love of God is sufficient to cover over our disturbing situations.

It is quite obvious that Abraham knew something of Divine understanding that comes through God’s love.  He clearly reveals this gift as he deals with selfish Lot.  Lot was afraid he would not get the best piece of land on which to settle.  He was interested only in himself and his own right.  But Abraham said unto him, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we are brethren.  Brethren?  This is what God’s people ought to be.  This was as if to say “We are supposed to be brothers in the Lord.  This relationship should be stronger than any earthly ties.  We are one in our blessed God.”

David knew the meaning of this truth.  He declared in Psalm 133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  When we come into the fullness of the meaning of this term brethren, no job will be too heavy, no obligation will be too disturbing.  We shall be ready to help our needy brother in Christ at any time.

Walking through a slum district one day, a man saw a snub-nosed, freckle-faced youngster, staggering down the street under a burden that seemed about to bear him down.  The load was another youngster, asleep on the boy’s back.  “That’s a pretty heavy load you have there, young fellow,” the man remarked amiably.  Whereupon, the youngster, looking up with a wide grin on his face replied, “He ain’t heavy, mister.  He’s my brother.”  

God said in Galatians 6:2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.  In Colossians 3:13 God declares, Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.
Do you know what the word forbearing really means? – Putting up with the things in others that you don’t like.  That is pretty hard to do sometimes, is it not?  In ourselves, it is.  The flesh is so weak.  But as we yield ourselves to the Lord’s control, He gives us all the love we need to honor Him among our brethren in Christ.

Friend, is there any trace of hatred or enmity in your heart?  If there is, you cannot enjoy God’s supreme happiness.  You cannot experience His best.  Certainly, He cannot use you effectively as a witness for Him until every trace of dislike for others is conquered by the overpowering Christ.

You see, Jesus said, All power is committed unto me in heaven and earth.  He can do great and mighty things in you.  But you have to let Him.  If your heart is not filled with love for the brethren, go to Him at once.  Confess your sin.  Get right with the Lord.  After you do this, you may have to go to someone you dislike and make it right.  But you will be blessed in doing it.  For God says, and I remind you of this again, Blessed are the peacemakers, for they are the sons of God.  Don’t hinder the working of the Holy Spirit in your life.

It may be that you are not a child of God.  Maybe you have never really opened your heart to Christ.  God longs that you come to Him and be saved.  He loves you with an everlasting love that knows no limits.  And because of this love, He will forgive you of all your sins.  But you have to call on Him.  You have to make this move.

He made the first move.  He sent His Son to die on the cross for your sins.  Now He says, it’s your turn.  And all you have to do is come to Jesus Christ and say, “Lord, I know you died for me.   I’m sorry for my sin.  I admit I have done things that have dishonored you.  But, right now, I confess.  I am willing to turn away from sin to follow you, and I ask you to become my Savior and Lord.”  And, what will Christ do?  He will enter your life immediately, and He will never leave.  He will forgive you of every sin, every sin you have ever committed.

That doesn’t mean that you may not have to pay a price for some of the things you have done.  You have gotten yourself into trouble, and it may be costly to get out.  I don’t know what your situation is. But I know this; God will forgive you because He loves you.
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