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I have said, time and time again, I would never want to repeat the first 21 years of my life.  What a miserable existence it was.  But at age 21, I received Jesus Christ into my life, and what a difference it made.  It was like night changing to day.  I wonder if you have ever had this experience.

Many thousands of young people are in bad trouble these days because of sin and crime.  It is very possible that you are a young man or a young woman who has gotten into trouble.  Let me just tell you about the One who can get you out of trouble and keep you out, if only you will surrender your heart and life to Him.

Doubtless, you have learned that sin does not pay anything other than sorrowful consequences.  What you haven’t learned is that Jesus Christ gives joy and blessing to the believing heart.  Will you give thoughtful consideration to these important words taken from the Bible and found in Ecclesiastes 12:1?  Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.  Give special attention to the little word now.  N-O-W.  Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.  Now is the time to give your life to God so that He might lead you step by step.  If you do, you will discover that life is really worth living.

Maybe the Devil has deceived you into thinking that real living is doing just whatever you want to do, even though it may be wrong.  But I’ll tell you; the devil is a liar.  He has deceived many millions before you and he continues to deceive.

David wrote in Psalm 32:1,2 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile.  The Psalmist is telling us about the blessing of having all our sins forgiven.  This becomes a reality the very moment one believes on Christ.  From that time on, he is enabled by the grace of God to walk in God’s way.  This is what the Lord wants for you.

A young man leaned across a bar in one of our prominent cities.  His hair flopped loosely over his ears in a disorderly, tangled mop and his rumpled sport shirt and soiled slacks hung carelessly on his frame.  As he toyed with a glass of beer and gazed vacantly into the mirror before him, one foot kept time with the hard rock.  This young man was one of many, mastered by alcohol, dope, sin, and despair.  Self-conscious victims of fear and futility like this one may be found anywhere among the younger set today.  Sin has shattered their hopes for a peaceful and orderly life with its expectation of possible personal success.  

One young fellow expressed the sentiments of many when he said, “Life is only a pile of rubbish.  What have we to look forward too?”  The inevitable result of such thinking is to spend the intervening hours as enjoyable as possible, to spend all your money now because it may be worthless tomorrow, to accept futility as your goal, and to stop the arduous process of thinking or believing because, seemingly, it will accomplish nothing anyway.  Such an attitude is spiritual suicide.  To look upon life as utterly meaningless is equivalent to repudiating God in resigning one’s self to an everlasting emptiness.  Morality and faith alike perish in the blackness of this kind of chaos. 

What should a young person do in the face of the confusion and uncertainty of the present age?  Give himself to God; get right with the Lord; confess his sins and take Christ into his life.  This is the only correct answer for any age.  This is God’s solution for any problem.  How tragic that many young people wait until old age before they turn to the Lord, and then miss out on years of the very best kind of life anyone could ever experience.

Somewhere, I ran across this helpful piece of poetry.


You’re starting, my boy, on life’s journey,


  Along the grand highway of life,


You’ll meet with a thousand temptations,


  Each city with evil is rife.



This world is a stage of excitement -


  There’s danger wherever you go,


But if you are tempted in weakness,


  Have courage, my boy, to say “no!”


The bright, ruby wine may be offered -


  No matter how tempting it be,


With poison it stings like an adder,


  My boy, have the courage to flee.


The delusive bars are inviting, 


  Decked out in their tinsel and show,


But if you are tempted to enter -


  Have courage, my boy, to say “No!”


In courage alone lies your safety,


  When you the long journey begin,


Your trust in the heavenly Father,


  Will keep you unspotted from sin.


Temptation will keep on increasing,


  As streams from a rivulet flow.


But if you’d be true to your manhood,


  Have courage, my boy, to say “No!”

How important it is that young people say “No” in the face of sin these days.  Stand true to God, regardless of the cost; and frequently the cost is great.  You may be laughed at, some may scoff, and they may call you names.  Let them call you anything they want.  If you are willing to stand true to Jesus Christ, I tell you, He will make your life profitable.

I spent the first 21 years of my life living for self and sin.  But after coming to the Lord Jesus Christ, I have never wanted to go back to the old way of life.  I assure you that if your were to surrender your heart and life to the Lord Jesus Christ, you would say the same.  Never again would you want to go back to the old way.

God loves you.  Even though you have sinned and done wickedly, He will forgive you.  The Bible declares that blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.  If you are willing to receive the Lord Jesus Christ into your life, He will cleanse you from all sin.  At the same time, He will give you the strength to face future temptation.  He will enable you to live for Him and please Him.  But you must receive Christ into your life personally.  No one can do this for you.  No Sunday school teacher, no preacher, no parent can be your substitute.  This is between you and God

Will you receive Jesus Christ into your life at this moment?  Just bow your head, wherever you are.  Say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I want to be saved.  Right now, I ask Christ to come into my life.”  And He will come in, I guarantee you.  God will hear that simple sentence prayer.  Call on Him, friend.  Don’t risk eternity without Jesus Christ.
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