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There seems to be several brands of Christianity existent in our churches these days.  Some of God’s people are zealous for the Lord, serving Him enthusiastically, while the majority appears to be coasting along in ease and comfort, accomplishing very little for God.  If you were to decide, in which group would you be?

Two missionaries stood by a river in India.  An Indian mother walked by with two little boys.  One walked along, holding her hand.  He looked strong and healthy.  The other was crippled, and had to be carried.  A few minutes later, the mother returned, walking past the missionaries carrying only the crippled child.  “Where is the other little boy?” asked one of the missionaries.  She replied, “He was just offered to our god, the crocodile in the river?”  Both missionaries were shocked.  “But why didn’t you give the crippled child, if it was necessary to give one?” she was asked.  Proudly she answered, “We give our god only the best.”

Our hearts go out to the disillusionment of heathen darkness and, certainly, we repudiate this kind of sacrifice.  But who of us cannot commend this mother for giving her best to her god?  Indeed, this is much more than we can say about many Christians who offer only the remains to their God.

Do you recall the words of David as found in 2 Samuel 24:24?  Neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the Lord my God of that which doth cost me nothing.  Most of us give the impression by the way we act that God is in the welfare business; that His only purpose seems to be for free handouts.  The Apostle Paul pleads with believers in Romans 12: 1,2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
What is a living sacrifice?  It is a life offered to God completely, that no longer lives for self and the flesh, but has, as its motive and objective, the perfect will of God.  Is your sole interest in life that of pleasing God?  True greatness in the Christian life consists not in receiving but in giving, not in absorbing but in dispensing, not in being served but in serving.  This is the way the Lord Jesus lived.  He is our example in everything.  Just think what God could do through us if our lives would become living sacrifices for Him.  There is no limit to the power we could receive, the effectiveness our testimonies could have.  As long as we are cluttered up with the world and the things that are in the world, Christ’s power will be unknown.

One mark of the surrendered life that evidences a living sacrifice for God is the humility that results.  Before conversion, one is egocentric.  He talks about himself freely.  Everything seems to center around the pronoun “I.”  After Christ is given the mastery, we talk about our Lord.  Our lives seem to reveal the words of Paul found in Galatians 2:20, Not I, but Christ.
Occasionally, I have heard people tell about what they gave up for God.  But I wonder, who of us has given up anything when we consider what Christ gave up for our redemption.  He gave His life at Calvary.  We haven’t really given up anything for Christ, have we?  Oh, we may have laid aside a few worldly entanglements that were meaningless.  But this is no sacrifice.  

Sam Jones used to say; “I came to God with nothing but mud and dirt in my pockets.  But God cleaned them and put diamonds in them.  How can I say that I gave up anything for God?”

The Apostle Paul laid aside a few things after his experience on the Damascus Road in the sight of the world.  But I’ll tell you; these things meant nothing to Paul after he came to Christ.  What he cast aside might be thought to be valuable by many in our day.  But Paul said, “Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may win Christ (Philippians 3:8).  Paul is saying, “No matter what their value was, in comparison to the new life in Christ, they are all rubbish.”

No, we really don’t give up anything of value to become followers of Jesus Christ, do we?  We gain everything.  We were spiritually bankrupt, but God deposited the unsearchable riches of Christ to our account.  After we come to Christ and experience the wonderful life He provides through salvation, we ought to get serious about giving the Lord the best we have.

I could tell you of numerous instances of God’s servants who are burning themselves out for the glory of God.  They don’t count their lives dear to them.  They are investing time, money, and talent to make Christ known, that helpless and dying multitudes might find security in the Savior. 

I received a letter from a missionary friend.  He wrote of his wife, saying, “she is kept busy in her work.  She is kept going from morning until late at night.  And sometimes,” said the missionary, “I wonder just how she keeps up with her heavy program.”  He continued by saying, “A few Sundays ago in church, I noticed that she sat down during the singing of a hymn.  I had never seen her do this before.  I knew she was sick.  Malaria is hard on us out here.  And after the major surgery she had several years ago, and again more recently with a total of 70 deep X-ray therapy treatments, plus the tropics with the fevers and many diseases, I know that it is only the Lord who gives her the strength and enablement to carry on.  The other day, she was burning up with a high fever when some patients from a distance of 50 miles came in for medical treatment.  She lifted herself up from her couch to go out and help them.  As I looked at her, she said, ‘Jim, I want to hold out until you have finished what God wants you to do in Africa.’”

This is the way some some saints live for Christ.  Christ’s power is not for mere enjoyment, but “en – do - ment,” that we might labor for His glory.  We need only think of our Lord and how He lived in this world to learn how we should be living.  He didn’t enter this world with the magnificent splendor and ceremony of a king.  Even though He was a King, He came as a babe and was born in the humiliation of a manger.  Though possessing everything, He lived as though He owned nothing.  He didn’t even have a place to lay His head.  His physical life on earth concluded even worse than His birth.  He was ridiculed, spat upon, maltreated, misjudged, and ultimately crucified.  This is the Christ we follow.

To look at some Christians, we might wonder if they ever heard about the humility of our Lord Jesus Christ.  They seem to be so self-important.  Jesus on the other hand said, I came not to be ministered unto, but to minister.  He was the servant.

We have so much to learn about sacrifice.  We seem to be so to be so proud and egotistical.  We want our rights.  We want everything that is coming to us, and then some.  If you and I got everything that was coming to us, we would be in hell right now because we have sinned and come far short of the glory of God.  We have failed Him and failed Him miserably.  But in His grace, He called us to be sons of God, with such a heritage we can’t afford to live for ourselves.

One of these days, we shall meet Christ face to face, whether this will be when He comes back again or when we are translated to heaven through death.  We can’t say.  But those of us who have received Christ as Savior and Lord have the assurance that one way or the other we shall see Him.  Have you ever tried to fathom what your thoughts will be the moment you see Jesus?  I have.  I think when I see Jesus and visualize the beauty, purity, and holiness that will be expressed on His countenance, I will realize as never before my many failures.  My greatest regret will probably be that I did not do more for Him.

Oh, child of God, invest your life for the glory of God and be a testimony.  And if you have never taken Jesus into your life, do it now that you might be a child of God.
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