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Do people recognize you as a child of God because of the beautiful life you live?  And even more important, are they drawn to Christ because they see Him portrayed in you in such a magnificent way?

There is a challenging verse in Ephesians 5:8 that reads For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light.  This is a good verse to memorize.

Before we came to Christ, we were children of darkness.  We were lost in the darkness of sin.  But Jesus Christ, who is the light of the world, quickened us and we became His children, children of light.  The normal result of this experience is that we should walk as children of light, not as children of darkness.

How many people there are who are naming the name of Christ who walk as children of the Devil.  Can it be said that they have experienced new life in Christ?  It is very doubtful.  I say this on the grounds of what the Bible declares in Matthew 7:20.  By their fruits ye shall know them.  If one does not evidence a transformed life as the result of receiving Christ, it is obvious that he has never really received the Lord.

God tells us in Galatians 5:22,23 that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.  If one has truly experienced the love of Christ, he should reveal the love of God.  He should be joyful, he should possess the peace of God, he should suffer patiently in the times of trial, he should be gentle and kind, he should evidence the goodness of God wherever he goes, he should be a man of faith – trusting the Lord for all things.  He should be of a meek and quiet spirit and, of course, he should be temperate in all things.

You see, it is not enough to say, “Yes, I am a Christian.”  We must prove such a statement in our walk.  If we have believed the truth and received Christ, then we must evidence this in our practice.  The doctor practices medicine, the lawyer practices law, the believer should practice the new life in Christ.

Two brothers were living together.  One was a doctor of divinity and the other a medical doctor.  A lady called one day and one of the brothers answered by saying, “Hello, this is Dr. Brown.”  The lady asked, “Is this the doctor that preaches, or the doctor that practices?”  To be sure, there are some Christians who are preaching, but they are not practicing.

Unless we practice the Christian life and evidence God’s great love, our preaching will be worthless.  This is why God places such a strong emphasis upon the believers walk.  In Psalm 84:11 David wrote, For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.

And then, in Psalm 89:15 a similar emphasis is placed on the believer’s walk.  Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk in the light of thy countenance.

In Micah 6:8 we read, what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?

You see, repeatedly throughout the Scriptures, God stresses a holy walk on the part of those who have entered into the light of the Gospel of Christ.

It is said of St. Francis of Assisi that one morning, early, he said to one of the young monks of his order, “Come, let us go into the city and preach.”  The young monk thought this was an exceptional opportunity, to go to the city to preach with the great St. Francis.  They started out walking down on street and up another.  They walked, and walked, and never stopped walking.  They went down to the marketplace and all around the town.  After several hours, they returned to the monastery.  Perplexed, the young man said, “Father, we haven’t preached.”  “Son,” replied St. Francis, “we have preached.  As we have walked, people have marked our behavior.  We have been watched by the eyes of the world.”

Jesus said in Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  How essential it is that we permit Christ to live through us.  He who is the light of the world wants to reveal His light through you and me.  We cannot do this in ourselves.  We must depend upon Him to do it through us, moment by moment.  We are to walk parallel with the Lord Jesus Christ, for if we do not walk parallel with Him, we shall walk directly across His path.  And be sure, it is a serious thing to walk across the path of God.

You see, Christ paid an enormous price for our salvation.  He shed His life’s blood that you and I might have everlasting life.  Such a sacrifice demands worthy living.  No believer has any right to live a low, useless, fruitless kind of life.  God says, If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above.  Set your affections on things above, not on things of the earth.  For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God (Colossians 3:1-3).  Ours is a high calling.  I wonder if your life is worth the price Christ paid for it.

There was a young man by the name of Steve, who left his little country home to go the city to find employment.  He became quite successful in the business world.  After awhile, he returned to his folks.  While sitting with his father and discussing Steve’s employment, the father said, “Steve, that must be some job you have.  Do they keep you busy?”  “Oh yes,” replied Steve.  “What are your duties?”  Steve outlined his work.  Then the father said, “Steve, that’s a big job.  They must pay you at least fifty dollars a day, don’t they?”  Steve smiled, causing the father to realize that he was much too low on his estimate.  After a pause, Steve replied, “Five hundred dollars a day, Dad.”  “Five hundred dollars a day!” answered the father.  “Steve,” he said, “are you really worth it?”

A searching question isn’t it?  Are you really worth what Christ did for you?  You see, it’s one thing to receive our salary where we work, but quite another thing to be worth it.  But consider this in the light of what Christ did for us.  He left the glory of heaven to come to die on the cross for our sins.  We claim to be Christians, followers of Christ.  Are we worth what Christ did for us?  We must not be Christians in name only.  Remember, we are called to be children of light.  We must permit the glory of God to shine through us at all times.  If there is sin in the life of any kind, let’s confess it to the Lord, right now.  Then call on Him for strength to walk as a child of light.

If you have never trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, and if you have never acknowledged Him as your Savior and Lord, I urge you to do it right now.  Don’t put this thing off because putting it off could be very, very dangerous.  God’s timing is now.  Behold, now is the accepted time.  Come to Him right now.  Trust Him.
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