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I would hate to go through life wondering - If I were to die, where would I go?  Many people do.  God has made this all so clear in His Word.  Why would anyone fail to get the answer?  We can know we are ready for heaven right now.

In my last message, I gave the first in a series of two messages on the certainties we have in Jesus Christ, which are found in 1 John.  The first one was found in 1 John 3:5.  We saw there that Christ came to take away our sins.  That was His purpose – to come into the world to deliver us from sin.

The second one, found in 1 John 3:14, has to do with the assurance of salvation.  God says we have been passed from death unto life.  When a person trusts Christ, he becomes a new creation, forever saved by the power of God.

The third one, found in 1 John 3:19 where God says we know truth from error.  You see, we don’t have to be deceived by the false religions.  We can detect truth because our hearts are set on the truth of the Word of God.

And, the fourth one, found in 1 John 4:13, we know we are in Him.  That is wonderful to know, isn’t it – that we are saved and in Christ and on our way to heaven.  I hope you know it.

Let’s continue.  We read in 1 John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life.  Some people believe on Christ but they lack the assurance that they are saved.  The Bible declares that these things have been written, that is, the truths contained in the Scriptures, to assure us that if we receive Jesus Christ, we have eternal life.  Notice the present tense – we have.  Not, we shall receive; we have.

Salvation is a present possession.  It is not something we get if we live good enough lives and do nice things, and so forth.  It isn’t something we hope to receive if we reach heaven.  We may have it right now and know it.

In 1 John 5:15 God says If we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.  In other words, we are assured of answers to prayer if we are in Jesus Christ.  If you are a child of God, living in fellowship with the Lord, there should be no such thing as unanswered prayer.  The Lord may not answer prayer the way you think He should.  But be sure, He will answer in a way that will be the very best for you.  

In verse 18 of this same chapter we read, We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not.  Here is a promise of victory over sin.  For the Christian, he can trust God to give deliverance at any time, over any temptation.  This doesn’t mean that you won’t sin anymore.  But it does mean that though surrounded with temptation through Christ, you will have the power to overcome.  You will not have to yield.  The victory is in Christ; it is not in you.  Don’t think you are strong enough now, because you are a Christian, that you can say “no” all the time.  You need to call on God for His power.  And He will give it every time you call.

God says in 1 Corinthians 15:57 Thanks be unto God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Regardless of the temptation which besets you, the Lord Jesus Christ is real and lasting victory. 

Then notice in verse 19, another unquestionable fact.  We know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.  This is true.  Who can find a righteous nation?  Who can find a righteous person?  Where is there anyone righteous apart from the grace of God?  We are surrounded by abominable wickedness.   There are no perfect humans and only Jesus Christ can produce righteousness in the believing heart.  Actually, it is His righteousness being lived through us.

And then, verse 20, We know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know Him that is true, and we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ.  This is the true God and eternal life.

Do you know the Son of God has come?  Have you received Him into your heart and life?  There is no hope of eternal life apart from Him.

Finally, in 1 John 3:2 we read Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.  Some day, every true believer in the Lord Jesus Christ will meet Him face to face, whether it be at the time of death, or when He returns for His own.  We have a blessed hope.

When a loved one in Christ dies, we have peace, because we know it is not the end.  We never say goodbye.  It is just until we meet again on the other shore.  Heaven may seem far away.  But you see, when we have a little baby there, or a father, or a mother, or sister, it isn’t very far.  How wonderful that in Christ we have the assuring hope of meeting our loved ones again.

Let me ask you a very important question.  If you were to die within the next five minutes, would you go to be with God?  You may reply, “I don’t know.  How can anybody know?”  I am not being presumptuous when I tell you that you may know absolutely, for this is why Christ died on the cross and rose again.  We can have the assurance of our salvation right now.  But to be saved, we must make our decision to believe on Christ and then He will forgive all sin.

I wonder if you have made that decision.  If you haven’t, trust Him right now.  Say, “Jesus, come into my life.  I want to be saved.”  And God will meet you, right where you are.
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