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If a person commits premeditated murder, what kind of punishment should he receive?  Should he be executed for his crime, or is that an unfair judgment?  What about the love of God?  Does God excuse criminals without punishment of some kind?

With the widespread laxity in our court system, with criminals being excused and murderers being released, it is important that consideration be given to what the Bible teaches about capital punishment.  If one does not believe the Bible, it is obvious that his feelings about the subject will be based upon mere humanism – what he thinks is right, rather than what God says.

There are ministers who are telling us that we must express love and forgiveness toward those who are guilty of crimes, and forget about the punishment.  For these men, what they think is of greater value than what God’s Word says.  One thing they often overlook is the fact that not only is God a God of love but also a just God, demanding righteousness and justice.

The Bible is the inspired truth of God for every generation and for all time.  Consequently, that of greatest importance should be, what does God’s Word say regarding capital punishment, and not what I think about it.

The Bible is crystal clear in what it has to say regarding those who have committed murder as well as other crimes.  For example, in Exodus 21:12 we read He that smiteth a man, so that he die, shall be surely put to death.  

In Exodus 21:23 we are told that if a man harm a woman and mischief follow, the man shall be put to death.  This relates to kidnapping and the punishment God demands for the kidnapper, especially if the one kidnapped is harmed in any way.

There is another important verse in Genesis 9:6 where we read Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.  Can there be any question about what God demands for the murderer?  I don’t know of any verses in the Bible where we are told that this principle should be changed or altered.  If one sheds the blood of another, the Bible says the murderer should pay with His life.

The Scriptures teach also that God gave human government the right to punish crime proportionately.  We read in Leviticus 24:17-20 And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.  And he that killeth a beast shall make it good; beast for beast.  And if a man cause a blemish in his neighbor; as he hath done, so shall it be done to him; breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again.

When God’s law is fulfilled and carried out by the authorities, you can be sure that it will be a safeguard against willful murder and premeditated crime.  But when those in our courts evidence the lax attitude that we are seeing in many cases today, you can be sure that this will be an impetus for further crime.

Some ask the question, “What about grace.  What would Christ’s attitude be?”  Here is it in Matthew 5:21,22.  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say… Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

Did Christ expect less of those with whom He spoke?  To the contrary, Christ went even further into the law of Moses.  He considered the motive and pointed out that anger produces murder and that those guilty are subject to a more severe punishment, even hell fire.

Looking further into the New Testament, we find that Paul the Apostle, in writing to the believers in Rome, devoted an entire chapter to clarifying the individual’s responsibility to the civil authorities.  He made it clear that our God is not the author of confusion, but the advocate of righteous government.  In Romans 13:1 he wrote There is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.  Everyone, whether he believes it or not, is responsible to God and country.

Because one is a believer, does not excuse him from the responsibility of being a good citizen.  Nowhere does God indicate that one should be a first class Christian and a second-class citizen.  Law and justice establish the foundation for the state and community.  Public officials must be consistent in dealing with offenders.  They must be quick to protect the innocent from the evildoers.  God gives public officials important and serious responsibilities according to Romans 13:4.   For he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
Not only is capital punishment taught in the Scriptures, it is called for on the basis of the dignity of man who has been created in the image of God.  Personality and life are sacred to God.  To destroy a life possessing the image of God is an act of rebellion against God himself and the offender should be punished as commanded in the Scriptures.  There is no place for anarchy in the economy of God.  Law and order prevail in all of the teachings of the Scriptures.  This is why it is so important that those in positions of authority recognize their divinely bestowed responsibility and use it accordingly.  Where criminals escape, crime multiplies.

Our God is a holy God.  Because He is holy, He requires justice.  If He did not, He would not be holy.  Of course, there are those who escape their due rewards for their crimes, but no one escapes the judgment of God.  Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord.  There is no way to evade God’s righteous judgment. 

Thus, it is to be concluded from the Word of God that those who take the lives of others are guilty of death.  To ignore the teaching of God’s Word can only add to our misery.  The old adage says, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”  Even more important than punishing the crime is that men and women get right with God before they fall into crime.  Prevent crime by turning to God.  Jesus Christ is the answer.  Thus, I invite you to take Him into your life.  Open your heart to Him.  Without Him, you are unsafe for yourself, your family, and your community.  Man without God is a dangerous individual.  I urge you to experience new life, abundant life.  God longs to give you this life right now, through putting your faith and trust in Jesus Christ His Son.  Will you do it?  I hope you will.
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