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I don’t suppose there is any one of us who can fully comprehend God’s great love for sinners.  We are so human that our natures just don’t seem to forgive like He does.  I shall attempt to express, in terms I understand, God’s unfathomable love.

A twenty-one year old restaurant worker in New York City climbed the steel cables of the Brooklyn Bridge.  A passing motorist saw him dangling more than 120 feet above the pavement.  Within minutes, rescue units were there and climbed the bridge, only to be eluded by the frightened fellow as he swung from one cable to the next screaming, “Nobody wants me.  Nobody cares.”  Finally, a preacher who had known the boy arrived at the scene and called to him, “I am too old to come up there an get you.  But if you will come down, I will promise to help you.”  The distraught young man came down and found that someone did care and was able to help him.

There are lonely souls scattered all around the world who feel that nobody cares for them.  They are frustrated and desolate.  Many resort to suicide.  How sad! - For there is Someone who cares and is able to help them.  It is a stupendous fact that the Lord who created the heaven and the earth is interested in every single individual in the world.  We have only a faint idea of His greatness and power.  But it is certain that He knows and cares for every one of us.

I read in John 3:16 that God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  What does it mean here that God so loved the world?  The world does not mean trees, mountains, rivers, lakes, valleys, birds, and animals – though God is vitally concerned about all of these.  The world has to do with humanity – individuals, whether they are in Africa, South America, the Soviet Union, Japan, the United States, Canada, or wherever.  God so loved every one that He sacrificed His dearest possession, His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.  

Why did He sacrifice His Son?  To make possible a sufficient provision to reconcile every person to Himself.  If each individual will come to Him on God’s terms, through His Son, salvation can be theirs.  The Lord Jesus paid the price for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.  His sacrifice is sufficient for the sins of all.  But to be saved, there must be a response on our part.  His righteousness is unto all and upon all that believeth, the Bible says.  He is the justifier of him who believeth in Jesus.

The boy on the Brooklyn Bridge came down to receive the care of his friend, the minister.  We must bow down to the Lord Jesus if we wish to receive His forgiveness and care.  If we do, there will be joy in realizing that He cares for us, as He says in 1 Peter 5:7.  One translation reads, It matters to Him about you.
Never do I cease to marvel at the fact of God’s love as seen in the sacrifice of His Son.  This truth seems far to deep for my finite comprehension.  Think of it! – The God who created everything by a command, who simply spoke and it came to be, chose to sacrifice His dearest possession that we, unworthy sinners though we are, might be saved.  God is Almighty.  He could have done it another way.  He could have forced us to himself.  But He chose to love us to himself.  

Because God created all things, there was nothing He could offer for a sacrifice other than His only Son.  The meaning of this is brought out so clearly in the verse I quoted from John 3:16 in the word so.  God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son.  I can’t think of any reason at all why God should do this for you and me.  Certainly, it was not to His advantage to save us.  He gained nothing by it.  In fact, I think if we were to be honest, we would admit quickly that we became a liability to God.  Since entering His family, we have disobeyed, we have been unkind to other people, we have said things that did not honor the Lord, we have been selfish – on and on we could go.  But God’s love goes beyond all this.  He says in Jeremiah 31:3 I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee.
After one trusts Christ for salvation and becomes a follower of the Savior, he should love in the same manner.  God’s love should be evidenced through Him.  Paul writes in Romans 5:5 The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.  As God reached out to us, unworthy though we are, so we are to reach out to others in love in the manner in which He loves.  We too are to make sacrifices, especially the sacrifice of ourselves for Him in doing His will and in obeying Him.

God loves you, dear friend.  You may be lonely, feeling forgotten and forsaken, but be sure you are surrounded by the love of God.  Realize it today.  Ask Christ to enter your life that you might sense the love of God and begin a new life in Him.  The time is now.  Added days and weeks will probably result in added sorrow.  So, I invite you to receive Christ at this moment.

Glad Tidings, Inc., P.O. Box 18824, Charlotte NC  28218

