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The church is for everyone, not simply good people or bad people, rich people or poor people – but for everyone of every class and color.  Church attendance, in my thinking, is a very necessary part of living.  Those who ignore it seem to miss out on an important part of life.  Often, they discover this after it is too late.

In my last message, I stressed the importance of church attendance.  I want to continue along this same line today.  But first, let me read a poem, which I have always appreciated.

You are waiting for that perfect church,


  And then you will unite,


Where members give both time and gold,


  And always do the right.


A church where gossip never flies,


  Where debts are promptly paid,


Where baskets passed come back heaped high,

  
    And there’s no Ladies Aide.

Brother, if you find that church, 

  I’d like to go there too!

But, did you ever stop to think,

  They might not relish you!


(Author unknown)

This could be very true of any of us.

I have given two excuses people use as to why they don’t go to church.  Often, they say they are too busy to go to church.  Then, there are those who say there are too many hypocrites in the church.

Here is another.  I have heard people say they don’t go to church because it is not interesting enough.  I always say find a church that is.  There is more than one church, you know.  Find a church where the Bible is taught and where they have a program.  You may have to look for it, but do it.

Sometimes people don’t get much out of a service because they don’t put much into it.  They just kind of sit there, and daydream, and look around, and don’t concentrate on what is being said.  Rather than open their Bibles and take notes, they just sit and stare.  No wonder they don’t get much out of it.  It would help too, a good deal I think, if people got enough rest before they went to church.  Droopy eyes and sermons just don’t mix. 

Maybe your pastor isn’t the greatest preacher in the world; many are not.  But if he loves the Lord Jesus Christ and preaches the Word of God, you ought to support him with your prayers and attendance.  Of course, if he isn’t teaching the Word of God and revealing the glories of Christ from the Word, he really isn’t worth listening to.  We should go to church to be taught in the Scriptures.  The church is no place for lectures or news reports.  The church is a place where God’s people should be strengthened and encouraged from the Word of God.

One may not be a great preacher, but he should have a hold on God so that those in the pew can sense it when they hear him.  Your faithfulness in attending the services will go a long way in helping your pastor to be a better pastor.  He needs encouragement, just like the rest of us. 

When a fire ruined the building of a church in Dayton, Kentucky, it was decided to conduct services temporarily in the Sunday school building, which held about two hundred people.  A newspaper reporter, in talking with the pastor, said, “Now, as I understand it, you have three hundred sixty five members.  What will you do if they all come to church on the same Sunday?”  He said, “I’ll praise the Lord!”  There is no doubt about it.  Many a pastor would praise the Lord if more of his people were more faithful in supporting his ministry.

Then there are some people who use a special excuse when they move to another city – they just couldn’t find a good church.  The question is, did they really look?  Maybe they were looking for a particular denomination and because they couldn’t find it, they just gave up.  This is sad because it is frequently the case.  It would seem that if they cannot find a worship service of their own brand, they refuse to worship at all.  Let me ask – Do we worship a church, a denomination, or the Lord?  We may differ on some of the minors, but certainly we can stand together and praise God as a body of believers in Jesus Christ as we consider the major truths of the Word of God.  No one ought to stay away from worship simply because he cannot agree with everything a particular church does.  If the church believes in salvation through the blood of Christ and teaches the Word of God, certainly we ought to be able to worship there.

Two little girls were talking one time.  One said to the other, “Why don’t you and your mama go to the same church that Mom and I go to?”  The surprising answer was, “Because we belong to a different abomination.”  She meant denomination, of course, but as a matter of fact, shouldn’t denominational bigotry be classified as an abomination to the Lord?  People get so caught up over their particular denomination.  They are so proud of their group. 

God says in Philippians 2:2 that we are to be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.  This is not to say that there is no room for differences of opinion or for different interpretations of the Word of God.  But, surely, it is clear that there should be no differences when it comes to standing together to worship our wonderful Lord who saved us and washed us from our sins in His precious blood.

There are many other excuses people use to cover up for their failure to fulfill their obligation to worship God.  I have by no means considered all of them.  The real issue is do you really know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?  Have you definitely turned your life over to Him for salvation?  Do you possess the assurance that you are a child of God?  There is no doubt in my mind that if one is truly born of the Holy Spirit, if he knows Christ, church attendance will be no problem for Him.

Should it be that you are a Christian and you have become lax and careless about your church attendance, you are missing so much.  Revise your schedule.  Put God first.  If you are not satisfied with your church, find another church.  Don’t just stay where you are because mother and daddy used to go there or your friends go there.  Be sure the Lord is there.  Go where He is, and take your entire family every time the doors are open.  Life will be sweeter and your burdens will be lighter as you worship God and grow in His grace and become strong in the Lord.

I trust that you really know Him and that you love Him.  If you don’t, just bow your head right now and say, “Jesus, come into my life and save me.  And then, help me to find a good church.”  And God will do just that.
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