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Have you ever heard anyone say, “Don’t do as I do, but do as I say?”  This seems to be the impression some parents give their children, but it certainly has little effect on the actions of the children.  They deserve more than this.  We are to show the way, not merely be tellers of the way.

A teenager asked a good question.  “Why is it that there are some things that are considered all right for adults to do, but if teenagers do the same things they are considered wrong?”  She continued by saying, “Both of my parents drink and smoke.  Dad swears a lot.  My uncle has been arrested twice for speeding and the family thought it was pretty funny.  These are only a few things I have been wondering about.  If I were to do any one of them, I hate to think what my parents would do to me.  I am a 15 year old girl, and when I asked Mom and Dad this question, they just said, ‘It’s different when you’re a grown-up.’”

I’d like to ask you – what’s different about it?  Aren’t parents supposed to set the standards for their children?  It isn’t enough to tell our children what is right and how to do it.  If our training is to be effective, we must show them what is right and how to do it.  You see, the Bible states clearly, Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.  Training is more than telling.  It involves providing the pattern.  When ladies make a dress, they cut the material according to the pattern.  If the pattern is not correct, the dress will not fit.  Parents provide the pattern for their children.  If they fail to honor God and please Him, often their children will fail also.  Little children, especially, are imitators.  Some of the things they learn as toddlers seem cute at the time, but later they become regretful.

In his letter to the Philippians the Apostle Paul wrote, I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me (Philippians 4:13).  One of the all things for parents involves their obligation to rear their children in a manner pleasing to God.  At all times they are expected to provide a holy example and train their children in the way of God.  They should read and teach the Scriptures to them, pray with them and for them, and lead them to Him who said, Suffer the little children to come unto me and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God (Mark 10:14).

Maybe you are one who wouldn’t think of forbidding your child to follow Christ.  That’s well and good.  But are you really helping Him to know and obey Christ?  Is your child convinced of the reality of Christ because of what he sees in you as his parent?

John Patton was greatly used as a missionary to the New Hebrides.  In his writings, he tells of his childhood days spent in a humble home, with parents who loved and honored the Lord.  His father would go into one of the rooms, not once but various times throughout the day, to kneel before God and pray.  The door would be shut and the children would hear the pleadings of their father’s voice.  They soon learned to tiptoe past the door of that room, for from their earliest memories it became sacred to them.  There are few children who could escape the influence for good found in a home like that.

Have you ever wondered what you might be remembered for by your children?  Some young people recall their fathers as shrewd businessmen with tremendous ability to make money, while mother was a busy socialite, giving little time to the home and family.  Will you be remembered as a man or woman of God who provided a holy and lasting example for your children?

Like the rest of us, you have imperfections.  There are no perfect parents, just as there are no perfect children.  But have you really tried to honor the Lord before your children?  Have they sensed the fact of your love for God?  Paul declared That I may know Him.  Has this been your earnest desire?  Have you made Jesus Christ your pattern?  If so, then you should be a living example for your children.  When needed, you will be there.  You will love them and be in a position to sympathize with them when they make their mistakes.  You will do your very best to impress them in your talk and walk, to the end that they will be attracted to the Savior you profess to love.

Be assured, if we don’t do our best to influence our children for good, there are many other forces that will do their best to influence them for evil.  There are some parents who refuse to influence their children in religious decisions, while granting them the privilege of making up their own minds.  If we don’t influence them, the ads will, the press will, the radio will, the movies and TV will, the neighbors will, the forces of sin will, Satan will.  We use our influence over flowers, vegetables, animals, and in many other ways.  Shall we ignore our own children?

Will you take a little time to give thought to your example in your home?  Is it what it should be?  If not, friend, please do something about it.  Don’t let precious weeks and months slip by without exerting a worthy influence your child will never forget.  The child is getting older.  One of these days, soon, and that day will be here sooner than you think, the child will be grown and go on out into the world to make his own way.  What will he remember from you? What will he put into practice because he found it so useful in the home?

If you are uncertain about your personal relationship to God, it is of prime importance that you get this settled as soon as possible.  Tell Jesus Christ that you are sorry for your sins and your failure in the past, and you want to receive Him as your Savior and Lord and change your life.  And as the result, your entire home situation will be changed.

Don’t simply blame your husband or your wife, or your children.  Look into your own heart today.  Pray, as did David, Search me O God, try me.  And let God point out your failures so that you can confess before the Lord, make things right, and then do a good job as a parent.
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