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The Devil is not a figment of the imagination, but a very real character with one predominant concern and that is the destruction of the entire human race.  He is making progress in his quest, but his mission will ultimately fail.

Continuing my thought from my previous message, may I again remind you of this cunning and crafty enemy all of us face?  We are not dealing with a novice.  No matter how experienced you may be in combating evil, you are faced with an enemy – the master deceiver – who has ruined untold millions of lives, and he knows how to do it successfully.  We need to be consciously aware of the Devil and his deceptive ways.  He is a subtle thief.  He has stolen man’s purity and power ever since creation and robbed him of God’s countless blessings.  He tried to steal all of these from Christ as well.  But he met one who was more than his match.  

Satan is the world’s worst murderer, killing by drunkenness, drugs, and crime.  He comes to kill not only the body but has turned myriads of souls into hell.  He comes to destroy.  In fact, his name is Apollyon, which means the destroying one.  He loves to see people perish in their sins and be lost in hell forever.  Christ wept over the lost in Jerusalem, but Satan does not weep over sinners.  He seeks to cause them to perish by persuading them to turn a deaf ear to the Gospel of Christ.  He has effectively organized his forces to lead countless thousands to hell.  There is holy joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.  There is unholy glee in the presence of the demons of hell over one sinner who does not repent and trust in Christ as his Lord.

Maybe he has deceived you, my unsaved friend.  You may be bound by your sin; you scoff at the truth.  You rejected the Savior.  Satan has you hoodwinked.  Let Christ into your life and, suddenly, you will discover all that you have missed, and like some of the rest of us you will say, “Why didn’t I receive Jesus Christ sooner.” 

Let me assure you that no human is any match for Satan.  Our only possible victory is through Jesus Christ who said All power is committed unto me in heaven and in earth.  We think we are clever and brilliant.  Satan can outwit the best minds.  God says, Wherefore, let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.  In other words, God is saying, “Watch out!  You think you are clever.  The Devil is much more experienced at your game than you are.”  

There was an outstanding pastor in a large flourishing church.  He was doing a great work for God.  The crowds were flocking to hear this gifted servant of God.  At the height of his usefulness, he yielded to temptation.  And in a few brief moments, his testimony for Christ was forever ruined.  Today, he is out of the Lord’s work altogether.  What a tragedy!  And yet this could be multiplied by thousands all across our land.

Oh, that all of us who believe in the Lord Jesus might realize the importance of staying close to Him, and searching the Scriptures, and spending time in prayer daily, realizing that our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth.  God says Put on the whole armor of God that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the Devil.  Daily, study the Word of God – saturate your heart with it – that you might be made strong to face the Devil.  David memorized the Word and said, Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee (Psalm 119.11).  It is usually the case, the more we give ourselves to grasping the truths of God’s Word, the stronger we become in Christ to face temptation and sin.

Remember, Bible knowledge does not come by intuition, but only by regular, persistent, systematic study.  Know the Word of God and you will be well along in overcoming the evil one.  Above all, never forget, our victory is in Jesus Christ.  He is the victor.  Daily, surrender all to Him and walk in His strength and light.  The Bible says, Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you (James 4:7).  Don’t ever try to resist the Devil until you have, first of all, submitted yourself to God.  Our resisting is useless.  Christ is victorious.  Satan is a defeated foe when we lean wholly on Jesus Christ.

Dr. Carl Amerding used to tell the story how that some years ago he was standing before the cage of a wildcat in a zoo.  Suddenly, an attendant entered the cage and, seemingly, unaware of any danger began sweeping.  When he came to the place where the big cat lay, he gave him a shove with the broom.  The big cat jumped with a hiss and then slowly stalked to another corner.  “My, you certainly are a brave man,” Dr Amerding said to the attendant.  “No, I ain’t brave,” the man answered, continuing to sweep.  “Well then, that cat must be tame.”  “No,” he answered, “he ain’t tame.”  “Well,” said Dr. Amerding, “if you are not brave, and that cat is not tame, then I cannot understand why he does not attack you.”  The man chuckled.  “Mister,” he said, “he’s old, and he ain’t got no teeth.”

God tells us in the Bible, Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 5:8).  Though Satan is as a roaring lion, the Christian has no reason to fear him – not because the Devil is suffering the effects of old age, but because he is defeated in Jesus Christ.  Our Lord Jesus said, Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out (John12: 31).  Nevertheless, Satan may seek at times to terrorize believers in Christ with his roaring. 

But we can always say, as did the Psalmist, Arise O Lord; save me, O my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheekbone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly (Psalm 3:7).  Thus, may we resist him steadfastly in the faith.  Faith claims the victory before the battle begins.

If you are not a Christian, you are in need of Jesus Christ.  I urge you to come to Him and trust Him as your Savior and Lord, for He will not fail you, friend.  He will lead you step by step all along life’s way and give you strength to overcome temptation.
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