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Some people merely live, while others live with purpose.  We are making great strides in medicine, education, and technology because of people who have goals in life and are seeking to achieve.  Every Christian should have a supreme goal.

A man whose net worth was $50,000 said, “In about ten years, I expect to be a millionaire.”  He had a goal in mind and was expending all his talents and energy to arrive at this goal as soon as possible.  Ten years wasn’t too long a time to wait to be as rich as he wanted to be.

A young medical student declared, “I’m going to be a heart specialist.”  He had almost seven more years of schooling at the University of Illinois Medical School, but he was so determined to help people with heart trouble that he was willing to sacrifice much in life to obtain his goal.

One of the problems many people have is a failure to establish worthy goals.  Usually, if we do not establish goals, we live aimlessly; we live for the present; we do what is exciting today without being concerned about what happens tomorrow.

What is your goal in life?  Does it center in what you can get out of life?  Are you a slave to the statistics that tell us how much more we will earn by going to college or, perhaps, by getting a Master’s Degree?  Are you living to simply become a millionaire, or is service to God uppermost in your mind and spirit?

Goals in the Christian life are the outgrowth of the Christian’s relationship to Jesus Christ.  What you are spiritually, will determine what you will do with your life.  The Lord gave an axiom that is applicable to every believer.  He said, For whosoever will save His life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake …the same shall save it (Mark 8:35).  Christ is talking about service and sacrifice here.  We are to have a purpose in life beyond ourselves.  We need to have goals that will terminate in eternity, rather than at the end of the next year.

Personal gains are to be forgotten so we can help others.  What our Lord taught about saving and losing is backward as far as the people of the world are concerned.  They tell us that we gain by accumulating for ourselves; we lose by giving ourselves for others.

When one truly gives his life to Jesus Christ, he begins to live by Divine principles.  He realizes that his life isn’t worth much when it is lived for oneself.  Oh, the bank account might increase a little, but the service value will be very small.  Once we have as our goal the losing of ourselves for Christ, eternal values begin to increase.  Maybe you are quick to respond with, “I don’t have any goals in life.”  That is nothing to brag about.  The world has too many people like this.  Many of them don’t know where they are going and they couldn’t care less about what they have accomplished.  If your goal is service to God and others, you are headed in the right direction.  The world will listen to you and pay attention to what you have to say.  Furthermore, what you are willing to do and your reasons for existing will place a lasting value on the things you accomplish.

Do you recall Paul’s goal? -  That I may know Him.  Could there be any greater goal than knowing Jesus Christ intimately in all of His power and glory.  It was this goal that motivated the Apostle to press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

It was not always easy for Paul to achieve his goal.  Frequently, he had to pay a price.  But there were no regrets.  He gladly declared, But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ, Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may win Christ (Philippians 3:7,80). Paul divested himself of everything that did not exalt and honor the Lord Jesus Christ.  Anything that proved to be a hindrance to his goal had to go.

Someone was discussing college students and the symptoms of the moral decline on the campus.  Among other things, he said, “The heart of the problem is that many students lack a meaningful goal for living.  They have neither God nor a goal.” 

This is not only true of campus life.  Millions of people off-campus have no real purpose in living other than to enjoy the comforts of the flesh and do whatever feels good.  Usually, at the top of the list we find drinking, drugs, and sex.  In spite of their efforts, they seem to find little real enjoyment.  Life to them is a meaningless treadmill experience.

We can’t overlook the many Christians who are without a worthwhile objective in life.  Living for themselves, they have little concern for Christ and those whom He loves.  Though these people profess to follow Christ, their works prove otherwise.  Very often, they backslide and lose what little testimony they have.  Of course, it is doubtful if they ever really met the Lord in the first place.  There are many Scriptures that would make it clear that they have not.

If you love Jesus Christ, will you prayerfully consider Proverbs 29:18 where God says, Where there is no vision, the people perish.  If we, who profess to be follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, do not fix our gaze upon Him and follow Him, if we do not make His perfect will the goal and object of our lives, millions that have never heard the Gospel will perish without the Gospel.  For only those who love Christ, who are willing to obey Him, will give sacrificially of their time and money.  They are the ones who will support godly missionaries.  They are the ones who will grasp the opportunities to witness to their neighbors and friends.  They are the ones who will be burdened to get the Gospel to the lost, regardless of the obstacles.

How often we hear the excuse from some that we are living in a Gospel-hardened age.  They suggest that times are different these days.  Well, maybe this is true.  Keep in mind, however, that the Gospel is still the power of God unto salvation.  It matters not what the times are like.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ can penetrate the most hardened heart.  But God uses human instruments to spread the Gospel.  He wants control of our lips, our hands, our feet.  He will use us if we are willing to be used.  

What is your goal in life?  Is it to live for Christ and to serve Him?  If you are a believer, anything less than this will produce spiritual failure.  Invest everything you have in Jesus Christ, who gave His all for you.

If your goal has been to satisfy yourself, please consider your need to receive Christ into your life and discover what real living can be.  Turn everything over to Jesus Christ and permit Him to be the Lord of your life.  Do it right now.
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