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Most of us have known of the Lord’s Prayer since we were little children.  Perhaps, it was one of the first portions of Scripture we ever memorized.  But what is the purpose of this brief prayer, and why was it given?  What does it mean?

Some people pray the Lord’s Prayer daily, as a means of worship to God.  Others repeat it each week in a church service.  Many other uses are made of this unusual prayer.  It would seem, however, that God did not intend that this prayer should be repeated by congregations in church services.  Since there are usually unsaved people in the audience, it would not be in order for an unsaved person to pray a prayer, which was given specifically to the followers of Christ.  Such a prayer, coming from the lips of the unsaved, would be absolutely meaningless.

Anyone who has never received Jesus Christ could not really say Our Father, which art in heaven.  The Bible makes it clear that the Devil is the father of the unsaved, not God.  Jesus said in John 8:44 as He spoke to people who were religious but lost, Ye are of your father the devil, for His works ye do.
The wisdom of using the Lord’s Prayer repeatedly as a stated prayer for believers might also be questioned.  It is obviously a model prayer, suggesting certain things for which believers should pray and instructing them how to pray.  It was given to the disciples in response to their request teach us to pray.
A model is but the pattern for the real thing.  Architects produce a model of the building they propose to build.  But no one ever moves into the model.  The artist usually traces a design, which later he puts on canvas.  But the design is not the thing of beauty.  Before we take a trip into unknown areas, usually we line up the route on a map.  But we are not travelers simply because we run our fingers across a map.

Considering the opening words of the prayer, Our Father, there can be no question about it.  These words have to do with son-ship.  Some people think everyone is a son of God by virtue of creation.  There is a sense in which this is true.  But on the other hand, creation does not establish a father-son relationship.  

God created many things that are not His children.  He created the heavens and the earth.  They are not His children.  “But, these are not rational beings,” someone says.  What about angels?  God created them.  Are they His children? - Definitely not.  We read in the Scriptures in Hebrews 1:5 Unto which of the angels said He at any time, Thou art my Son?  Angels are not the children of God - they are angels.

Son-ship demands more than creation.  There must be adoption into the family of God.  The word adoption in the Bible means, placing as a son.  After creation, a person has the potential of being made a son of God, but never does he become God’s son by creation.  The only way to become a son of God, with the right to call God our Father, is my means of a spiritual rebirth.  Jesus called it a new birth – being born again  (John 3).  This is affected by receiving Jesus Christ as Lord.  The moment one lifts his heart to God and says, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, I know you died for my sins, I want to be saved; I now receive you as my Savior and Lord.” At that very moment, that person becomes a Son of God, a child of God forever.  He is newly born, spiritually reborn.

John 1:12 states But as many as receive Him (Jesus Christ) to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.  Believing and receiving are one in the same.  When we believe, we are actually receiving the person of Christ into our life.  After one receives Christ as Lord, then we are in a position to say Our Father.  All those who have experienced the New Birth through Christ have an equal standing as sons of God. There are no favorites in God’s sight.  He loves every believer the same.  The believer with little faith is loved as much as the one with great faith.  The wayward son is as important to God as the one who is living in victory and blessing.

God had great love for David.  He was the man after God’s own heart.  But God loves you in the same manner.  Peter and Paul were worthy ambassadors for Christ.  But so are you, if you are a child of God.

Let’s suppose you are married and you have two children.  One has grown up and is out in the business world.  He is making a great success.  Not only has he reached the top in the business world, but through Christ he lives a life beyond reproach.  He is a faithful servant of God.

Now, at home, you have a little baby.  He has not had an opportunity to make a name for himself.  He is only a tiny baby.  Do you appreciate and love the son in the business world any more than the little baby?  You love them both the same.  Both are your children.  Both are close to your heart.

The same is true of the child of God, whether he is a babe in Christ or a mature saint; whether he is wayward or victorious; whether he is fruitless or fruitful – God loves each of us the same in Christ because we are all one in the family of God.  No one is preferred above another.

But notice something else of extreme importance in the Lord’s Prayer.  The Prayer begins with Our Father.  That is not my father or your father – it is Our Father.  Here is a brotherhood, unsurpassed by any other relationship in the world.  Those who are in Jesus Christ are united in a bond of fellowship which in Christ is inseparable.  Though some believers have cut themselves off from other believers, this is totally displeasing to God.  How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity, God says.  Those who are sons of God and joint heirs with Jesus should be united together in the love of God.

Even though we may have minor differences, and most of us have, this should never be a deterrent to happy, Christian fellowship in the Lord.  See, it is not your Father or my Father, but it is Our Father.  Our Father which art in heaven.  We are brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.  Consequently, we are to love one another, under all circumstances, for we are members together in the family of God.

Should it be that you are not in the family of God, having never received Christ, please realize that you need the Lord.  You need the Lord badly.  Unless you repent and turn to Jesus Christ, you will perish in your sins.  That is why I urge you to become a child of God at this moment by placing faith in Jesus Christ who died for your sins and rose again.  Let Him become your Savior and Lord now.
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