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There is nothing a person can do to become a Christian other than believe on Jesus Christ.  But after he becomes a follower of Christ, there are serious responsibilities that should be fulfilled.  If they are not a part of the believer’s daily program, it is doubtful that he is really a follower of the Lord.

As a follower of Jesus Christ, doubtless you are aware of your varied responsibilities to the Savior.  But, lest we may have forgotten, or have been overlooking some of these responsibilities, let me point out several of them to you.  Actually, there are six that I have in mind.

The first is found in John 15:8 where Jesus said, Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.  Here we see we are branches to bear fruit for Christ.  If we have truly been engrafted into Jesus who is the true vine, fruit should be the result.  We shall talk like Christ, be kind like Christ, show forth love like Christ; everyone around will become aware that we are new creatures in Christ.  Jesus said, By their fruits ye shall know them.  If there is no fruit, obviously there is no root; we have not met Christ.  Let us never forget, we are to be branches to bear fruit for Christ.

Secondly, we are to be lights to shine for Christ.  This is what our Savior said in Matthew 5:16.  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father, which is in heaven.  From this verse, we learn that our light shines as we do good things.  By this is meant things that please and honor God.  Helping those who are in need is always worthwhile.  Our Lord said in Matthew 25:40 Insamuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.  We are not only to do good things for those we love and admire, but those down in the lowest dregs of sin and physical weakness.  In other words, wherever there is darkness, this is where God’s people ought to be revealing the light, for they are light-bearers, to reflect the glory of Christ.

But something else – in Acts 1:8 we are told that we are witnesses to testify for Christ.  Jesus said, But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me.  Wherever we are, we are witnesses.  Regrettably, sometimes we are poor witnesses.  But God desires that we give forth a good witness for Him.  This is not beyond us because we have the indwelling Holy Spirit to live through us.  

We are told in Romans 8:16 that the Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.  In other words, as our lives are given over to the control of the Holy Spirit, He guides and directs us in all our ways so that we grasp every opportunity available to make known the unsearchable riches of Christ.  It is a pleasure to tell of God’s goodness with a holy concern to share the truth with others.  We shall count it a privilege to point people to the Savior.

In Luke 24:48 Jesus said, And ye are witnesses of these things.  What things was he talking about here?  If you read the context, you will see that Jesus had appeared to His disciples in the Upper Room following His resurrection, after making himself known to His disciples and making it clear to them that it was actually the risen Christ.  He said, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  It was then that He said, Ye are witnesses of these things.  You and I are to witness faithfully to the truth of Jesus Christ, who died on the cross, was buried, and rose again.

Fourth, we see that we are servants to serve Christ.  Paul began his Epistle to the Philippians with the salutation, Paul and Timothy, the servants of Jesus Christ.  As a servant, he served the Lord faithfully.  His words to the Corinthian church are most noteworthy.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord (1Corinthians 15:58).

Because we are servants, we are to abound in God’s work.  This means we are to be busy doing the Lord’s business.  It is so easy to get caught up with family responsibilities, employment, and fun times while overlooking the fact that God is looking for men and women who will serve Him faithfully.  We need to use every opportunity available to serve and honor the Lord.  We are to redeem the time; for, after all, we have only one brief life on this earth.  Therefore, we ought to make good use of it.  I am sure you realize the blessing that is ours when we do serve God.  I don’t know of anything in my life or anyone else’s Christian life that gives more satisfaction then serving the Lord Jesus Christ.  So, never forget it, child of God – we are servants to serve Him.

But, what else are we?  Peter tells us that we are pilgrims to live for Him.  This world is not our homeland.  We are merely passing through, going to a better country.  But, on the way, we have a responsibility, part of which is stated in 1 Peter 2:11.  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the soul.  It is so easy, while living in a corrupt society, to be corrupted.  We must never forget whose we are and whom we serve.

Jesus is our Lord, and we are not to do what everybody else is doing.  We are to walk in the light as God is in the light.  There is never a time when the believer should not be living for the Lord.  This is so necessary because many people judge our Lord by what they see in us.  If we are not walking with the Lord, this casts a reproach upon Him in the eyes of the unsaved.  

Jesus said in Matthew 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted?  It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  If we are not walking as men and women of God, we are a hindrance to the cause of Christ and, consequently, worthless to God.

Furthermore, we see from the Scriptures that we are to be soldiers to fight for Christ.  As God’s soldiers, we should be fearless in our stand for the Savior.  Second Timothy 2:3 reads, Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  This verse reminds me of 1 Corinthians 16:13 where Paul wrote Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.  We are to stand up and be counted for Christ.

I was in a meeting where a Christian businessman told of the salesman who called upon him.  In the course of the conversation, the salesman told a story that had a dirty ending.  The Christian did not laugh.  He simply said, very kindly, “You have taken my time with your story.  Let me tell you another story.”  He then proceeded to tell him of the love of God as revealed in the cross of Jesus Christ; how that Christ came from heaven to earth to be a sacrifice for our sins.  You can be sure, that salesman never told a dirty story in that office again.  In fact, he was quite interested in what the Christian businessman had to say.

God’s people are to grasp opportunities like this.  We are not to be judgmental, but with the kindness and love of God we are to tell people about Jesus Christ as good soldiers of the cross.

What about it, child of God?  Are you a branch, bearing fruit for Christ, a light shining for Him, a witness testifying for Him, a servant serving Him, a pilgrim living for Him, a soldier fighting for Him?  I hope so.  But, if not, why not get things settled at this very moment.  God wants you to be your very best for Him, and He will give you all the strength necessary to be just that.

If you have never taken Christ into your life and you aren’t sure of your salvation, do it now.  With a willingness to turn from sin to Christ, tell God you are sorry for your sins and you want to be saved, and God will meet you.
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