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How many times I have heard people ask, when serious trouble strikes, “Why doesn’t God do something?”  This suggests that either God isn’t interested, or He must have limitations.  Well, you need never fear, for God is interested, and being the sovereign God He is, He has no limitations.

Several people were discussing some of the serious problems confronting our contemporary world.  As the discussion was about to end, one of them said rather flippantly, “I wonder why God doesn’t do something about all this mess.” 

That’s a good question, isn’t it?  Considering the problems affecting the nations of the world, such as crime, immorality, drugs, unemployment, hunger, lack of medical care, and many others, the question that was asked seems quite relevant.  Why doesn’t God do something about all this mess?  You may be sure that He has done something about it.

Long ago, before anyone even thought of it, He foresaw what would take place, and provided a remedy.  He planned that, at the proper time, His Son would come to this earth and die a prearranged death.  In the fullness of time, Christ came by the means of an unusual and miraculous birth.  He went about on the face of this earth, helping and healing people, while providing every needed credential to evidence who He was.  By divine permissions, wicked and ungodly men crucified Him.  He was taken by His own followers and buried.  But He did not remain in the tomb.  On the third day, he arose from the dead and is very much alive at this moment.

You may wonder what this has to do with the mess we are in today.  It has everything to do with it because God always knew that human nature, left to itself, would get worse and worse.  The holy, spotless Son of God was sent to be the eternal offering for sin.  When Jesus died and rose again, He provided a way of escape from sin so that those who receive Him are forgiven of all sin.

Not only that, but also they receive a new nature.  A nature that desires to please God and obey His will.  Those who respond to this miracle of grace and receive changed lives are in a position to change society.  Outward change can only come from an inward change.

Yes, God has done something about the mess that we are in today.  But not only has He done something, He is doing something about it.  He is offering eternal life to men and women all over the world through His chosen servants who are proclaiming the Gospel from pulpits, on television, over the radio, by means of one-to-one witnessing, through Gospel literature, and in dozens and dozens of other ways.  

God is not sitting in a far off land, totally oblivious to what is happening.  He is involved in every move being made by every individual.  He is vitally concerned, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

As there were those who did not want Christ when He was on this earth, so there are those who do not want Him now.  They refuse to accept God’s way and, consequently, lead us deeper and deeper into the mess we are in.  But in spite of this, God is reaching out in love, beckoning lost and dying women to turn to Him to receive His gracious redemption.  He is presenting the peoples of the world with the issues of life and death so that they might decide whether they want conditions changed badly enough to be changed themselves.

We are living in the Age of Grace, when salvation is not a matter of compulsion, but choice.  To every sinful being, God is doing something at this moment as He gives the message clear and plain as found in Matthew 11:28-30 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  While thousands are responding to this gracious invitation, many more thousands are hardening their hearts, going in the way of the flesh as the situation becomes worse and worse.

Thus, as we look around us, it becomes a bit discouraging as we see nations slipping closer and closer toward the brink of destruction.  We need not give up, however, for God is too good and too wise to allow sinful humanity to assume the role of sovereignty.  He is Lord, and He always will be.

But not only has God done something about the mess we are in, and not only is He doing something about it, but also, you may be sure that He will do something about it.

One of these days, the Age of Grace will conclude before a new age dawns.  The theme then will no longer be choice, but compulsion.  For many centuries, God has given people every opportunity to use their freewill.  But since he chose sin and darkness, he must suffer the penalty.  Christ came to this earth to change the world by changing people.  But He was rejected by the masses.  We have been warned repeatedly in the Scriptures that if a person will not bow to God freely, he must bow eventually out of force.  He has warned us that He will not allow sin to reign forever.

The Antediluvians were warned; the Israelites were warned; the Church has been warned; the world of our day has been warned in prophecy for centuries past.  But in most cases, the warning signals have been ignored.  Nevertheless, the word of truth declares in 1 Thessalonians 4: 16,17 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Christ came the first time as a tiny infant.  But He is coming back the second time as a mighty ruler.

The Bible informs us that every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  No longer will this be a matter of choice, but compulsion.  If men and women will not bow to God in their freedom, they must bow to Him during the reign of Christ.  There will be no exceptions.

Maybe you are thinking, “This is not fair.”  Why not?  This is the only answer to the mess we are in.  You wonder why God doesn’t do something about it?  He will do something about it, He is doing something about it, and He has been doing something about it.  But since His creatures refuse to cooperate, and because people love darkness rather than light, God in His final approach must take a new approach.  There will be a world of righteousness and holiness where no sin of any kind will be tolerated.  The will of God will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  There will be no crime, no bloodshed, no suffering, and no misery of any kind.

Do you want to know when this will take place?  I am sorry, I can tell you what it will be like, but I cannot tell you specifically when it will begin.  We are told in Mark 13:32 But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.  The date for the beginning of the righteous reign of Christ on this earth is recorded in the annals of heaven, but it is unknown by any human.

You may rest assured, however, that the time will come.  If you have spent any time reading the Bible at all, probably, you will agree that the time cannot be far distant.  In the Scriptures, God has described certain characteristics that should be dominant in the age just prior to the return of our Lord.  All of these are obvious in our day as never before.

Why doesn’t God do something about the mess we are in? – He has, He is, and He will.  The question is, “What are you doing about it?”  The best thing you can do about it is to open your heart to the Son of God, if you never have.   Let Jesus Christ transform your life, and follow Him all the way as you live for Him.  Become a child of God immediately and be prepared to reign with Jesus Christ on this earth when He comes.

If you are a child of God, having received Christ into your life, you can do something to be certain that you are completely yielded to Christ’s control, that self is not on the throne as far as you are concerned.  Get involved in communicating the Gospel in every way possible.  Sacrifice of the means God has entrusted to you to share the blessed truth of the good news of God with the millions who are perishing in their sin.  Time is short for all of us.  We cannot afford to relax in selfish pleasure.  We must go into all the world and preach the Gospel now.  Christ is coming again.  Shall He find faith on the earth when He comes?  That is, will He find you faithful in His service?  I surely hope so.
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