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Most of us know people in our circle of friends who are hurting.  Would to God that we could reach out to them and alleviate their hurt.  We don’t have this ability.  But I assure you that I know someone who does.  He is doing it constantly.  If you are hurting, He wants to do it for you.

Nature provides us with many wonderful and practical illustrations.  One of them is the small water spider.  Although it makes its abode at the bottom of a lake or river, complete safety surrounds it in a vacuum of air.  While on the surface of the water the spider instinctively takes this bubble of air and anchors it to the sandy bottom where it builds its nest and takes care of its young.  Thus, beneath the ruffled surface above, the spider has its home in tranquility, completely dry and protected.

In a very definite sense, this is a picture of the child of God who is fully committed to Jesus Christ.  Though living in the midst of a world of turmoil, he enjoys security.  Surrounded by an atmosphere of heaven and all circumstances, he sets his affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  It is possible of course, for the believer in Christ to become upset and distressed as he looks to the circumstances that surround him.  But God has provided what he calls a perfect peace.  The believer is surrounded by God’s love and protected by God’s care, enabling him to live in peace in the midst of his circumstances.  David assures us that the Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless His people with peace.  What a pleasant and assuring reality it is to know that, whatever the circumstances, when we know Jesus Christ, we have the right to God’s unfailing peace.

I received a Christmas card from dear friends who live in Chicago.  At the bottom of their lovely Christmas message, which appeared on the card, they wrote this personal note.  “It pleased our Heavenly Father to take our son home just a week ago.  He was driving a car back to Wheaton, to be used to go to Mexico, and it skidded off the road.  It must be wonderful to spend Christmas with the Lord.  The Lord, and tears, have been our portion.

As I read this personal message, every word virtually shouted out “the peace of God.”  In Ephesians 2:14 we are told that Christ is our peace.  Indeed He is.  We have found Him to be our peace thousands of times.  We have been distressed and haven’t always trusted Him as we should.  But when we did, He never failed us.  He proved Himself in a miraculous way.  This is what He wants to do for everyone.  How empty and shallow is life without Jesus Christ who is the Prince of Peace.

One of the great minds of recent centuries was Goethe.  He was a tormented soul who never experienced peace with God.  Matthew Arnold, in one of his most striking poems, represents Goethe as turning from the vain strife of his age, after having exposed its weaknesses and proclaiming to his contemporaries as a last resort, “Art still has truth; take refuge there.  Here is the answer.”  Goethe said.  “Take up art and, by painting, your cares will vanish.”

Let’s turn the pages of history.  We come to Goethe at the end of his life, just before he died.  He wrote, “I will say nothing against the course of my existence, but at the bottom it has been nothing but pain and a burden.  I can affirm that during the whole of my seventy-five years, I have not had four weeks of well-being.”  

What a miserable existence that must have been!  God never intended that any human life live like this.  This is why he made the provision of His Son, Jesus Christ, that we might experience the peace of God.  The Lord Jesus said in John 14:27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
Actually, the world has no peace to offer.  Surely you realize that.  There is a lack of inner peace plaguing literally millions of people all around this world of ours.  Even teenagers, who at their age should know very little about the cares and difficulties of life experienced by the middle-aged and elderly, are suffering from the plaguing enemy of world unrest.

Do you realize that the greatest number of suicides takes place in the fifteen to nineteen year old bracket?  Teenagers are looking for a banner under which to march.  They are searching for a song they can sing, a cause they can espouse.  Finding none, apart from Christ, they take the quick way out.  Why? - Simply because, man in himself is not sufficient to face life as it is in this generation.  He needs the peace of God, which is found in Christ.  It is this peace that can enable us to face anything that might come our way. 

The Apostle Paul knew about this peace.  Think what he suffered.  He was beaten, persecuted, and imprisoned for his faith.  But he had no complaints.  He continued to press on, proclaiming the name of Christ.  In fact, he wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:8-10, We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed: Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.  He had every human reason to complain and be distressed, and yet, in the midst of it all, he had perfect peace.

This wasn’t especially for Paul only.  This is for you and for me.  God has no favorites.  He is not a respecter of persons.  He loves everybody just the same.  Let me ask you – Do you know this peace in your life?  You could be surrounded by trouble, and yet, in a miraculous way, experience God’s wonderful peace.  You ask, “How?” – Simply by inviting Jesus Christ to come into your life.  You may say, “I go to church.”  That isn’t enough.  “I have been baptized.” That won’t do it either.  You need the person of the Son of God who is the Prince of Peace, living within you.  It is not the church that provides peace, nor is it baptism or anything else, it is Jesus Christ.

At this very moment, I urge you to ask the Lord Jesus to come into your life, if you never have.  Tell Him you are sorry for your sins; that you want to be His child by faith; and that you are receiving Him as your Savior and Lord.  He will respond immediately.  Each day, throughout the day, you are permitted as a Christian to take your troubles and cares to Him.  He will understand, and He will help.

God gives the wonderful promise in Philippians 4:6,7 Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
Friend, turn all your care over to the Lord Jesus.  Commit it all to Him; don’t keep it for yourself.  Give it to Him, and in exchange He will give you His peace.  If you choose, you can bear the burden and worry yourself sick.  But God says, “Don’t worry.  Give it to me, and I will give you peace.”  How gracious God is, how kind, how loving.  Let Him prove Himself to you.  Go to God in prayer.  And if you don’t know Christ, invite Him into your life.  He will enter immediately.  If you do know Him, commit your problems to Him and trust Him constantly for His peace.  He will not fail you.  He has never failed anyone.  
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