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God does many wonderful things for His people.  One of them is the day-by-day providence of all our needs.  Somehow, some way, the Lord always comes through.  Much of what takes place in our lives is miraculous in every sense of the word.  Are you finding this to be true in you life?

One of the wonderful things about the Lord Jehovah is the fact that He not only saves us but keeps us.  You may recall from the Old Testament that King Saul hated David and did everything in his authority and power to dispose of him.  Saul’s hatred for the young servant of God was the result of a jealous and envious heart.  Every intent on the part of the king to kill David failed.  Saul thrust his javelins, but they never reached David.

You see, God can turn an arrow aside as easily as He can direct a smooth stone to its mark.  And just as God directed the stone from David’s slingshot to the skull of the mighty Goliath, so he can deter Satan’s attempts to produce harm.  We read in Isaiah 54:17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord.

God cares for his people.  The one cover of His protection shields His own at all times.  We need not indulge in self-defense.  God fights our battles.  The Lord cares for us.  There is never a moment when the child of God is without the Lord’s provision.  God doesn’t always work in the same way at the same time.  He has thousands of ways to care for His own, and He uses them all.

You will remember that God sent Elijah to the brook Cherith.  There he was to get water to drink from the brook and the ravens were to feed him.  When he arrived and encamped there, he found that it was just as God had said.  The raven brought him bread and flesh in the morning and bread and flesh in the evening, and he drank from the brook.  But then we read And it came to pass that after while,  that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.  This must have seemed puzzling to Elijah after God had told him He would provide.  God provided all right.  But now, He had another plan.  In 1 Kings 17:9 we read that God said Arise. Get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there:  behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.  Cherith was only a temporary experience for Elijah.  Now, he was to take the next step in the journey.

This is the way God often works.  He sends rain and fruitful seasons, but though they come, they never come in the same way in any one year.  As a rule, when we need anything, we find that it usually comes from a source we never expected.  Then, very often, when a similar need arises, it doesn’t come from the same source.  But God has another way of providing.

What is the purpose of all this?  It is simply that God wants us to continue to look to Him and not to people or things.  He is the supplier of every need.  There is always the temptation of looking to people to supply our needs.  We must realize, however, that God is the One.  The true believer must be dependent upon Him totally, realizing as the Lord says in James 1:17 Every good gift and ever perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  God knows what we need and when we need it.

As I look back over the years of my life since I came to Christ over 50 years ago, I see an unending chain of God’s faithful providence.  Whenever the need arose, God was there.  He didn’t always meet the need as I thought He would or when I thought He would.  But He always met it.  Day after day, week after week, year after year, God was there and He continues to undertake.  Regrettably, I haven’t always trusted Him as I should.  I can’t say that I have never gotten anxious or wondered why things didn’t move faster.  But after looking back and seeing God’s perfect plan in many cases, I can understand now.

I read in Lamentations 3:22 that His compassions fail not.  These words are so meaningful.  What do they tell us?  The message is clear – God in His great love is reaching out to His own, night and day.  He never removes His eye from us.  He is ready and willing to help us if we will allow Him to do so.

There was a man of God who was serving as a pastor in a small church in an extremely poor community.  He was having a difficult time making ends meet, but at the same time doing a great work in reaching and helping the people.  A generous brother in Christ heard of the good work being done by this pastor.  He felt constrained to send him one thousand dollars.  But, his second thought was, don’t send it all at once.  Just send fifty dollars at a time.  He began by sending the first gift of fifty dollars with a note reading, “There’s more to follow.”  Shortly after, another gift was sent with the same message, and at regular intervals he dispatched the third, the fourth, the fifth, and so on, each with the same message, “There’s more to follow.  The surprised and grateful pastor soon became familiar with the cheering words, and his thanks to God overflowed each time he read them.

It seems to me that this is something like the blessing of God in the believer’s life.  The Lord doesn’t pour out one large and abundant gift.  But, better still, as the needs arise, He dispatches His gifts.  And there is always the message, “There is more to follow.”

Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:7 That in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.  That’s what God is doing every day of our lives, dear friend.  Many times, we overlook His providential care.  We don’t even realize that it is there.  How necessary that we be alert to the grace and mercy of the Almighty that sustains us moment by moment. 

Thus, let me urge you, whatever your present circumstances, if you know Jesus Christ, keep trusting Him.  Wait on Him.  He will not fail you.

But, if you don’t know Christ, your first and most necessary step is that you turn to Him and claim Him as your Savior and Lord.  Do it right now so you can begin to enjoy all the blessing of God, with the confidence of someday meeting Christ face to face.
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