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What is it that hinders the church more than anything else?  With all we have by the way of manpower and facilities, we should be doing a mighty work for God.  But there is something blocking the way for all of us.

One time, a minister made this statement regarding his personal experience in the Christian life.  “Campbell Morgan came to this country and preached one sermon that destroyed forty years of my sermons.  I have been preaching on the duty of sacrifice, denying things to one’s self.  In my own family, we did without things, giving the money in some way, that God might bless.  Campbell Morgan said that what we needed to give up was not things, but self.  We had given up everything under the sun but self.  Our giving had made us proud of our humility.”

What Campbell Morgan said should be of extreme importance to all of us.  What we need to give up is not things, but self.  How many Christians there are who feel that all is well because they tithe, or teach a Sunday school class, or do some other kind of work for the Lord?  But what Jesus said in Matthews 16:24 must not be overlooked.  If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  It is complete commitment that Christ wants from us more than anything else.  Sacrifice of things is of little value until there is a sacrifice of self for Jesus Christ.

After his conversion on the Damascus highway, the Apostle Paul, trembling and astonished, said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?  When he addressed Jesus as Lord, he recognized and surrendered to the sovereignty of the Son of God.  When he asked What would thou have me to do? he acknowledged the fact that to do the Lord’s will was above every other obligation of life.  It was a case of whatever God wants, whether Paul liked it or not.  Regardless of where it might take Paul, or whatever the cost, he would do it.  From that moment, Paul of Tarsus was under new management. 

We know from other Scriptures that this entire commitment of Paul’s life to God was a very costly experience.  He was deeply encouraged on occasion.  He endured a shipwreck, and his life was endangered time and time again.

Full commitment to God demands a price.  This is as true in our day as it was in the day of the Apostle Paul.  I can hear people say, “It’s wonderful to be a Christian.”  With that I agree, wholeheartedly.  I would never want to be what I was without Jesus Christ.  But, understand me – it is also costly to be a Christian; if you want to be the kind of Christian the Bible speaks about.  For if one is sincere in yielding his life to Christ, he realizes that he is no longer his own possession, but he is the possession of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 6:19,20 You are not your own.  For you are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

I recall hearing of a man who had given himself to Christ to be a missionary in Africa.  A friend said to him, “Isn’t it dangerous to go so far away from civilization where you will have no help and no medicine.  Aren’t you afraid you will die?”  “Why?” said the missionary.  “I died when I decided to go.”  

Anyone who has ever, in any measure, been used of God has died to the evil of self, for it is selfishness that keeps us from fruitfulness.  Paul declared in Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ.  What did he mean?  Simply, that when he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ that was the end of the Saul-life and the beginning of the Christ-life in Paul.  The Apostle died to his plans and aspirations and surrendered his life completely to the control of the Son of God. 

This experience is not only for Paul.  God desires that every believer come to the same realization.  You may be a Christian, but a miserable and unhappy Christian because you have been running your own life.  You have not yet come to the place of submission to God.  As far as you are concerned, you are enjoying the benefits of being a Christian, but none of the sacrifices.  You are receiving from the Lord, but not giving.

Oh, hear the words of the Apostle Paul as recorded in Romans 12:1.  I beseech you (or, literally, I beg you) therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  You and I owe everything we have to Jesus Christ who gave all He had and went to the cross to die for us.  It is not enough to give Him an hour or two of our time each week, or a little of our money.  He wants us, fully yielded to His control.  In fact, this is what I believe it means to be a Christian.  We have all kinds of Christians, but I am convinced there is only one kind as far as God is concerned.  According to the Bible, a Christian is one who receives Christ into his life, but does not stop there.  He permits Christ to control every area of his life. 

In Hosea 7:8 we find these words, Ephraim is a cake not turned.  C. H. Spurgeon, while preaching on this verse, said, “A cake not turned is soon burned on the side nearest the fire.  Although no man can have too much religion, there are some who seem to be burned black with bigoted zeal for the part of the truth which they have received; or, are charred to a cinder with the vainglory of pharisaic ostentation of those religious performances which suit them best.  The appearance of superior sanctity frequently accompanies a total absence of all vital godliness.  The saint in public is often a devil in private.  He deals in flour by day and in soot by night.  The cake which is burned on one side is dull on the other.”

Well, friends, how true this is.  We set up our little routine and pattern of service for God, and glory in the fact that people speak well of us, while we know down deep inside that our hearts are not surrendered to the control of God.  We are like the cake not turned.  Our religious performances are well done because we go through them week after week.  But the area of our life that is uncommitted to Christ is as black as the cake unturned.

Will you tell God that you want Him to reign in all of your life as your submit to His control completely?

Maybe, you haven’t even been born again.  You haven’t claimed Christ as your Savior and Lord.  You have been going through the motions.  You have been trying to serve Him.  You have been attending church.  But you never had a real heart experience with Jesus Christ whereby you have acknowledged him as the one who died for your sins and rose again.  I hope you will do that right now, wherever you are.  Just simply bow you head and say, “God, I mean business.  I come to you in the name of the Son of God.  I confess that I am a sinner.  But at this moment, I receive Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord.”  He will enter your life, never to leave.  He will guide you, and direct you, and supply all your needs, as you trust Him and believe Him. 
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