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When you talk to other people, what most often is the topic of your conversation?  Do you just talk, or do you actually say something?  I mean, do you talk about the Lord and try to witness for Him?  It’s pathetic when you realize how few Christians ever give a clear-cut witness for their Lord.

David made a promise to the Lord saying My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long.  Think on that for a minute.  Sense the impact of favorable talk for the Lord all through the day.  Who could begin to estimate the value of such faithfulness? 

Suppose all Christians were to talk about the Lord to their friends and neighbors throughout the day.  There is no question about it.  We would see an earth-shaking revival breaking out that would result in the conversion of millions.  Comparatively few Christians have anything worthwhile to say for the Lord.  They talk about their business, sports, home life, pleasures, moneymaking, and scores of other things – but little about their Savior.

One thing that has always impressed me about Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, is that usually when we read about him in the Scriptures he is introducing someone to Christ.  Like David, he must have talked of the Lord’s righteousness all the day long.  Somebody has called this dedicated servant of the Lord, Andrew the ordinary.  As far as we know, he never preached a sermon and he seemed to have no place of special responsibility among the early followers of Christ.  But he appears to be Andrew, the witness, or, as someone else has described him, the Apostle of wayside evangelism.

If we were to compare Peter with Andrew, doubtless we might conclude that Peter was the greater of the two.  To be sure, he was a powerful preacher.  As the result of one sermon, three thousand were converted.  However, we must not overlook the fact that it was Andrew who was convinced of the Messiah-ship of Jesus and went and got Peter and brought him to the Lord.  Andrew was the instrument God used to bring the mighty preacher to Christ.

How necessary it is that all believers react to the Lord’s goodness in this way.  God would have all of us to be faithful witnesses to his wonderful salvation.  We need to tell forth his righteousness all the day long.

Frequently, the excuse is heard that “I don’t feel qualified to speak for the Lord.”  It should be remembered that when it comes to witnessing, we are not the ones who do the speaking.  It is the Holy Spirit in us.  God says in Romans 8:16 The Spirit himself beareth witness.  If we talk to others about Christ, the Holy Spirit will witness through us.

One reason why few of God’s people witness to the saving power of Christ is that their own personal experience with the Lord is so shallow.  They have not yet come to the place of full submission.  When a person submits himself to Christ’s control, there will be a compelling compassion to tell the lost about the Savior.

For forty-five years, Francis Asbury traveled a distance equal to five circuits around the world, every five years.  Most of this mileage was covered on horseback.  He did this because of his zeal to share the truth with the unsaved.

David Livingstone had a similar concern for the lost, which kept him aflame amidst jungle dangers and twenty-seven attacks of an African fever.

David Brainerd said, “I care not what hardships I endure, if only I can see souls saved.”

General Booth of the Salvation Army, with a vision of the poor of London and what God could mean in their lives, said, “God shall have all there is of William Booth.”

These men were used of the Lord because they were sold out to the Lord completely.  This is the first requisite if one is to be used in pointing the lost to Christ.  It is not, as some may think, a knowledge of the Scriptures only, or logic, or a winning personality.  These may be of some help, but primarily it is entire submission to the control of Jesus Christ, with a willingness to be a channel of blessing to God.

Isn’t it tragic that many who call themselves Christians have never once tried to lead a soul to Christ?  They are so engrossed in their own pursuits that they do not recognize the importance of showing the lost how to be saved.

Would it make any difference if each of us received a thousand dollars for every person we led to Christ.  For some of us, it probably would.  We are so mastered by the god of materialism that we have little concern for needy children and adults.  What a shame that we would do things for money that we would not do for the love of God.

The rewards of leading people to Christ are far greater than a thousand dollars or one hundred times that much.  To know that there will be someone in heaven because you were faithful to the Lord is a thrilling thought.  To have people eternally grateful to you because you spoke for the Savior could not be in any way compared to a monetary reward.

But consider the consequences if we fail to speak for Christ.  God says in Ezekiel 3:18 When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.  

Do you have blood on your hands because you have failed to share Christ with your friends?  Have you told your dearest loved ones about Christ?  Possibly, you have an unsaved mother or father.  Have you neglected to tell them of the Good News?  Don’t you want to see you mother and father in heaven?  Maybe it is your son or daughter, sister or brother, or a neighbor or friend.  Don’t you have a love and concern to go to them with the Gospel before it is too late?  There will be lost men and women in eternity who will never forgive us for failing to tell them about Jesus Christ.

Are you like some Christians who feel that salvation is entirely the responsibility of the lost?  “After all,” they say, “they could go to church if they want.  They could even listen to the Gospel on the radio or television.”  This may be true; but the other side of the coin is that every believer is called to be God’s witness.  We are obligated to contact these people personally.  Many in our circle of friends have no interest in sermons or church.  If we were to go to them with loving concern and tell them of God’s goodness and grace, they probably would listen.  

Let us not forget that one soul is precious in the sight of the Lord, and there is great rejoicing in heaven over one sinner that repenteth.  Thus, we must be sensitive to the Lord’s leading and speak when He directs.

Maybe, at this moment, He is nudging you about someone to whom you should go to tell about Christ.  You need not be afraid.  The Lord will give you the needed strength and wisdom.  He has not failed you in the past, and you may be sure He will not fail you now.  Simply trust Him to speak through you.  Your heart will be blessed.  And, it just may be that a life will be saved for eternity because God used you to witness to that soul.

Should you need Jesus Christ in your own life, open up your heart to Him.  Doubtless, you have tried other ways.  Now come God’s way.  Possibly, you have tried sin and sought to blot out your troubles.  Don’t try sin.  Trust the Son of God.  He can give you wonderful relief, not only for now but for eternity.
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