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No one in all the world is exempt from sorrow and suffering.  The wealthy as well as the poor face problems and even misery.  The thing of it is, however, some people know how to face the storms of life, while others often stagger and collapse.  It is always possible to weather the storm if we know how.

Some people shy away from the word faith, because they think when you talk about faith, fact is eliminated.  But just the opposite is true.  Faith, as taught in the Word of God is based upon fact.  It is not a leap into the dark, as is often thought.  It is based upon the facts of Scripture.  And be sure, the Bible is not a Book of myths; it is true.

It is not my purpose at this time to attempt to prove the Bible.  Personally, I don’t think the Bible needs any proof.  Usually, anyone who reads it through with an open mind is convinced that it is God’s Word.  Most of the critics I have met have never read it through.  They may have read parts of it, or none of it, but they have not read all of it.  Nobody should criticize the Bible until he reads it through.

I have read it through a number of times, and there is no doubt in my mind that it is the Word of God.  Consequently, in my thinking, faith is based upon the solid foundation of God’s Holy Word.

A gentleman said to me one time, “Your belief is built on faith.  This idea of faith is too nebulous.  I want something down to earth, something that’s real.”  This friend did not realize that the Bible is down to earth.  The Bible is real in every sense of the word.  It is not like a gaudy bubble that can easily bursts in the air.  It has stood the test of time and will continue to stand.  

Actually, when we talk about believing in God by faith, it is not a case of how great our faith is.  It is how satisfactory and enduring the object of our faith is.

Some years ago, George Allan, the founder and director of the Bolivian Indian Mission, along with his wife, made a visit to the famous Mueller orphanage in Bristol.  Mrs. Allen, looking at the five large buildings said, “Dr. Burton, it must take a lot of faith to keep all this going.”  Dr. Burton answered, “
Mrs. Allen, little faith in a strong faith will carry me over the stream.  Great faith in a rotten plank will land me in it.”  

We may have little faith, but if it is genuine faith in Jesus Christ and the Word of God, we can be sure that somehow God will always provide a way.

Recall the account in Matthew 8 of the leper who came to Jesus.  We are told that he worshipped Him.  Then he cried out Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.  It was not the man’s faith that produced the healing.  It was Christ who did it.  We are told, further, that Jesus put forth His hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean.  And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.  It is the object of our faith that is important.

Of course, we need to believe in God.  It is essential that we expect him to work.  If our faith is exercised in the Lord, we shall experience the great and mighty things promised in the Scriptures.  There is no end as to what God can do and will do if we really trust Him to do it.

I think of those first three words, found in 2 Corinthians 9:8 – God is able.  We need to get hold of these words and never forget them.  God is able.  What is it that you are concerned about at this moment – your finances, your job, your children, your home, your health?  I repeat, God is able.  This is all we need.  The circumstances surrounding us may be as dark clouds on every side.  We may be at wits end.  The future looks hopeless without any possible escape from our difficulties.  We are disturbed and pressured, wondering what can be done.  Faith is the answer.  No matter what the circumstances may be, faith believes that God is able.
Maybe you realize this, but you can’t see how it can be accomplished.  This is understandable.  If you could see, there would be no room for faith.  Faith and sight don’t mix very well.  On this side of heaven, we are not to walk by sight.

In 2 Corinthians 5:7 God tells us to walk by faith.  Someday, when we meet Jesus face to face, faith will be needed no longer.  But we cannot see Him now.  In fact, there are many things we cannot see.  This is why we need to walk by faith, trusting the Lord and believing Him for all things.

It may be that at this moment God is ready to move in as far as your need is concerned.  Remember, He is able.  Don’t allow yourself to get all upset just because you can’t see things through to the end.  God can see it all.  Besides, He hasn’t promised an easy way. 

Paul writes in Philippians 1:29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake.  Suffering is part of our lot as sojourners on this earth.  In Matthew 14, Jesus told His disciples to get into the little boat and go to the opposite shore.  Do you remember what happened in the midst of the sea?  They encountered a terrible storm.  Probably, they were as confused as you and I have been at times.  Doubtless, they were saying to each other “Jesus told us to do this, and now look at the mess we are in.”  Because Jesus told them to go to the other side of the sea was no promise that they would escape the storm.  He didn’t say it would be a smooth passage.

Very often, we are confronted with dangers when we faithfully obey the commands of the Lord.  Walking by faith does not excuse us from difficulty.  The important thing to keep in mind, relative to the disciples and the storm is that Jesus did not ignore their need.  He went to them and calmed the storm.  He always does this in response to faith.  He may not do it at the time we think He should.  But in His own time, in the best possible way, He will intervene.

You may be in the midst of a storm right now.  Do not allow worldly elements to disturb your devotion to Jesus Christ.  Overcome through Him.  Also, be sure to learn the lessons God has for you in this trying experience.  You see, God teaches us some marvelous lessons in the midst of the stormy encounters of life.  When the storms pass, we emerge with greater and stronger faith, better qualified to trust the Lord for the next occasion.

Someone has said, “Faith is that sublime thread of strength which is the lifeline of humanity.”  The sublime thread of strength; we need the strength that comes by faith.  And faith is only made possible as we trust Christ in the problems of life.

Two little girls were counting their pennies.  One said, “I have five pennies.”  The other said, “I have ten.”  “No,” said the first little girl, “You only have five, the same as I.”  But the second child quickly replied, “My father told me, when he comes home tonight he will give me five more pennies.  So, I have ten.”  This little girl’s faith assured her that because her father said it, the additional five pennies were already hers.

Jesus Christ has promised us peace and blessing along with His care and guidance throughout life.  Trust Him for it.  Believe Him for all things.

And if you have never taken Christ into your life, do it now.  Ask Him to come in, and He will come in.
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