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The Bible describes Christians as soldiers of the cross.  Regrettably, too few of God’s people seem to fit into this category.  They rarely ever witness for Christ or even take a stand for Him.  I hope you have a testimony for the Lord wherever you go.

Almost every major city has many beautiful churches these days.  Inside these churches, often there are soft pews, soft lights, soft colors, and, frequently, soft preaching.  Not only is there soft preaching in the pulpits, but soft living on the part of those who are in the pews.

Comparatively speaking, there are few people who will say with the Apostle Paul I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek (Romans 1:16).  There are too many crowd-followers in our churches, who drift with the current of the day, who fail to stand up and be counted for Jesus Christ.

Our Lord said in Mark 8:38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.  If we are ashamed of Christ, the Bible says He will be ashamed of us.

We need to realize that those of us who are disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ are called to be soldiers.  Ours is a constant battle with temptation and sin.  The Bible exhorts us to be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  Beware of being popular with the worldly crowd, for it is popularity with God that really matters.  If we are popular with God, we may be laughed at or even ridiculed on occasion.  But we should not let it bother us.  

Jesus said, Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you (Matthew 5:11,12).  There is no reason to believe that everybody is going to admire us because of our faithful stand for Christ.  Some people may even hate and despise us as they did our Savior.  But this should not deter us from following Him and keeping Him foremost in our life.  For when we are on God’s side, we can be sure that we are on the winning side.

While Noah was building the ark, he was very much in the minority – but he won.  When Joseph’s brothers sold him into Egypt, he was a decided minority – but he won.  When Gideon and his three hundred followers stood with their broken pitchers and lamps to put the Midianites to flight, they were in an insignificant minority – but they won.  When Elijah prayed down fire from heaven and put the false prophets of Baal to shame, he was a notable minority – but he won.  When David went out to meet Goliath, physically he was in a decided minority – but he won.  When Jesus Christ was crucified by the Roman soldiers, he was a conspicuous minority – but he won.  

As Jesus Christ is given the position of authority in our hearts and minds, we too shall be winners, for we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.
How thrilling it has been to meet men and women of God who are not ashamed of Christ in the business world.  This is not true of all Christians in the marketplace.  But here and there, I have met outstanding believers who are bearing a consistent witness for Jesus Christ.  They have refused consistently to compromise with sin.  How greatly we need more God-fearing men and women like this in the world today.

Some years ago, Frederick N. Charrington was a partner in a huge London brewing concern.  One evening, as he approached a drinking establishment, a poor woman with several children went up to the doors, calling to her husband to give her money for food.  The man came out, looked at her for a moment, and then knocked her to the ground.  Young Frederick looked up and saw his own name in the lights over that drinking place.  He realized that he was a part of such brutality, not only in this place but in hundreds of others he and his father owned.

The next day, he went to his father and told him that he would never again have any part in such a business.  The father’s anger and disappointment were intense.  But the son remained unmoved.  His decision was made.  It cost him millions of dollars, for his father would have nothing to do with him.  Later, when on his deathbed, Charrington’s father sent for his son and said, “I left you badly off and it’s too late to change.  But you have chosen the better part, which shall never be taken away.”

Friend, God’s way is always the better part.  When Jesus Christ is given priority in our lives, we may be sure that He will always provide for us.  The Bible says in Matthew 6:33 Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  How true this is.  When Christ has the preeminence, everything else will take its rightful order.  But not only this, the believer will have a testimony for God that will be useful and effective.

Many Christians have no testimony, simply because they put self before Christ.  For this reason, they fail to bear witness to Christ for fear of what people might think.  We are told of some who were like this in John 12:42,43 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on Him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue: for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.

Doubtless, you have known those among your own acquaintances who loved the praises of men more than the praises of God.  So as not to offend anyone, they compromise.  As the result, they have no testimony for their Savior.

A bank president in the state of Pennsylvania was approached, one time, by the editor of a magazine, to have it refinanced.  He had been pleased with the magazine and was about to sign over $50,000 when he noticed a whiskey add in the magazine.  “I am sorry,” he said, “but I can’t support sin.”  It took a lot of courage to turn down a deal like this.  But when a person has convictions, he stands by them.  You can be sure; God will honor him for this.

A little boy in Sunday school was asked to read some verses aloud from the book of Daniel.  When he came to Daniel 6:3 which reads because an excellent spirit was in him, he misread it saying, “because an excellent spine was in him.”  This may have been poor reading, but it was certainly the truth, for Daniel was a man of backbone and courage.  This is why God used him as He did.

Many Christians seem to have a wishbone instead of a backbone.  We need godly men and women of all ages who will stand up and be counted for Jesus Christ, whatever the cost.

Friend, let God speak through you.  Be a testimony; share the Gospel with others.  And if you are not a Christian, respond to the invitation of God.  Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28).  Turn to Christ today.  Let Him become your Savior and your Lord.  And then, follow Him day by day.  Be a witness for Him; let your light shine for Him.  And God will use you and bless you.
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