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Regrettably, not every home is a happy home at Christmastime.  They very well could be, but often the occupants stand in the way.  Let’s think about the way to a happy Christmas.

According to the minister who talked with him before his execution, Aldolf Eichmann claimed that he has a religion.  He said that he believed in a personal God who did not judge sin and would not condemn anyone.  This man, who exterminated six million Jews, tried as others tried before him to have his own religion.  There is nothing more impossible than this.  How can a sinful person build a pure religion?

Listen to what God says in Isaiah 64:6.  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind have taken us away.  How can anyone produce a workable religion out of a situation like this?  No one can avoid the fact that God says we are all as an unclean thing.  And the best we can do by way of righteousness has the appearance in the eyes of God as nothing more than the most filthy rags.

A manmade religion is doomed for hopeless consequences.  But God has something far better to offer.  He has provided a way of salvation that is perfect in every aspect.  There are no flaws or loopholes.  It has been completed.  Thus, it is possible for anyone to be saved who truly wants to be, if he comes God’s way.  

God’s way is through His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who declared in John 14:6 I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.  Furthermore, in John 10:9 He said, I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.

In Matthew 7:13 and also verse 14 He invites all to come and enter into this marvelous provision He has made.  He says, Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.  Here we see Christ as the gate of entry into all the benefits of salvation which God has made possible.  He calls this the narrow way.  There are many more people on the broad way, leading to destruction.  But, He says, this is the way to life everlasting - the narrow way.

I recall the fellow who said, “Don’t trouble yourself about me.  I’ll slip into heaven with the crowd someday.”  But the Christian to whom he was speaking replied, “You have overlooked one thing.  The crowd is on the way to hell.  Therefore, if you slip in with the crowd, you will slip into hell.”

How true this is.  Look at the world today.  Which way is the crowd headed –toward God?  Oh no, the crowd is on the broad road leading to destruction.  But Christ invites everyone to get on the narrow road that leadeth to life everlasting.

Maybe you say, “Well, I go to church every Sunday.  I am on the narrow road.”  Not necessarily.  Many church people are on the broad road, for it isn’t the church that saves.  If the church could save, I would spend most of my time trying to get people to go to church.  I would quit investing many hours every week, in addition to many thousands of dollars we use to buy radio time.  I would lend my efforts one hundred percent to every pastor in the city where I live, just to get people in church.

But the church cannot save.  A person should go to church if he is saved, to hear the Word of God taught and be strengthened in the truth of God.  But it is Jesus Christ who saves.  It is disturbing to see how many people have gone to church for years, and yet they don’t know the simple, elementary truths of salvation through the Son of God.

I spoke at a Bible conference in Canada.  One night, I talked to the audience about some of the things I am saying to you.  After the service, I was told that two ladies wanted to see me as soon as possible.  I sat down with the two ladies.  One of them said, “I have gone to church all my life and I don’t possess what you were talking about tonight.  I can’t say that I am saved.”  I am happy to tell you, before I left both of these ladies were saved because they put their faith and full confidence in the finished work of Jesus Christ and claimed Him as their Savior and Lord.  For the rest of that conference, they evidenced the joy and peace that comes from believing.  How gratifying, that after all of their years of darkness and blindness, they came to the light.

And like the blind man of John 9, they could say, whereas I was blind, now I see.  They had an understanding of the truth of God.  The plan of salvation, which God has made so clear in the Scriptures, became understandable to their minds and hearts.

It makes a difference when Christ comes into one’s life.  I remember well the years I went to church without knowing Christ.  I couldn’t wait until the sermon was over.  I used to squirm and look at my watch, hoping for the end.  The only reason I went to church was to ease my troubled conscience.  I used to tell myself that going to church would make me a better person.  But, of course, it did not.  One night, however, Christ became are reality in my life.  And as a young man of twenty-one years, everything change.  It has been thrilling ever since.

What a difference it makes when Christ comes into a person’s life.  The moment He comes in, He forgives every sin – think of that!  You are no longer under the condemnation of God.  That’s what the Bible says in John 3:18.  He that believeth on Him is not condemned.  You may have been a murderer a hundred times, an adulterer a thousand times, a thief a hundred thousand times, a liar a million times.  God says, “I will forgive you.”  By the grace of God that is revealed through Jesus Christ, you can be made a new creature in Christ and receive the righteousness of God.

Listen to 2 Corinthians 5:21.  For He (that is, God the Father) hath made Him (Jesus Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
Do you have that blessed assurance today?  Do you feel that you have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ from all your sins?  Have you been clothed in the righteousness of God through Christ?  Again, I say, sitting in church every Sunday can’t achieve this.  It has to be a personal experience with the Son of God.

I recall the great preacher who said that he had gone to church week after week.  He was unsaved, but he went to church.  He went on to say, “I heard the Gospel hundreds of times.  And then, one night, I heard the Gospel.”  Of course, He meant by that, he opened his heart and allowed the Word of God to enter, and he believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; and he’s been preaching the Gospel ever since.  How marvelous is the transformation that follows when one believes on the Lord Jesus.

Actually, this is what Christmas is all about.  As far as many people are concerned, it ends with a Babe, lying in a manger.  That is not the end.  That is the beginning.  Christ went on, some thirty years later, to die on a cross for our sins.  He did not remain in the grip of death.  Several days later, He rose from the dead, and is alive today – seeking and saving the lost.  And He wants to work in your life.  Don’t put Him off.

Some people say, “I am going to wait until my husband or my wife decides for Christ, and then I will follow.”  Don’t wait for anybody.  This is a personal matter between you and God.

I think of John and Mary who had been high school sweethearts.  Later, they were married.  For many years they went every place together.  They were about eighty years of age when John became seriously ill.  It was only a matter of hours before he slipped into eternity.  He looked into his wife’s face, just before he died, and said, “Dear, we can’t go together now.”  The time will probably come when you will have to face God alone.  That is why it is important that you receive Him as your Savior and Lord right now.  And then, have a happy Christmas!
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