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Are you bothered by something you did in the past for which you are extremely sorry?  But in spite of your regrets, it seems to disturb you again and again.  What can you do about it?  Is there any way to escape the misery of this?

The eternal God is a just God.  Because He is all-righteous, He cannot, under any circumstances, condone sin.  It is impossible for Him to overlook the slightest sin. There is, however, one thing He can do.  He can forgive sin; and He does forgive sin.  We are told in Psalm 145:8 that the Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy.  Indeed, He is of great mercy.  When we realize that He is willing to completely forgive anyone who turns to Him and claims forgiveness, we must conclude that this is grace of the highest order.  

I have met some believers in Christ who, on occasion, felt that God did not forgive them completely.  As they put it, they did not feel forgiven.  It is not necessary that we feel forgiven.  The important fact is that in Christ we are forgiven.  God declares in 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  God cleanses us from all unrighteousness.  To say that we do not feel forgiven is to doubt the truth of God’s Word.

George Woodall, a missionary, led a young, woman patient in the hospital to put her trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.  A few days later she said to him, “I keep getting worried, wondering if God has really forgiven my past.”  Mr. Woodall replied, “If this keeps worrying you, I believe I know what God would say to you.  Why don’t you mind your own business?  I have made your sins my business.  I died for your sins on the cross.”  Mr. Woodall then told her of a little book in which the author said that “when Jesus took our sins away, He put our sins behind His back, dropped them in the depths of the sea, and put up a notice saying ‘No Fishing.’”  That satisfied the woman.  When one believes, he must never worry over past sins.

God, who cannot lie, says that when we confess, He forgives.  He further says in Jeremiah 31:34 I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  If God promises that He will remember our sins no more, why should we remember them?  We should ask for grace to forget.  He has forgotten, we must forget also.

We should be reminded, however, that God’s grace in forgiving His people should not be abused.  We must not assume that because God is gracious and forgiving that we have liberty to live any way we want, since forgiveness is guaranteed.  If one sins habitually and repeats a certain evil over and over again, it is very possible that he is refusing to claim victory through Christ and is guilty of intentionally disobeying God.  God is gracious and He will forgive us time and time again.  But if one repeats the same sin over and over, God may choose to judge that person.

We read in 1 John 5:16 there is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.  In the original, the article does not appear here, so it could read, there is sin unto death.  What does this mean?  Simply, that if a believer persists in holding on to a certain sin, God may judge Him with physical death.  His soul will be saved, if he is a true believer, but his physical life will be taken.

This was true of some, you may recall, in the church of Corinth.  There were those in the congregation of the Corinthian church who persisted in known sin.  Furthermore, they came to the communion service and partook of the elements, which involved repentance and confession of sin.  But though these believers confessed outwardly, there was no repentance inwardly.  God said of them they eat and drink condemnation to themselves.  Further, we read in 1 Corinthians 11:30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.  These believers were judged physically for their persistence in sin.

There are other passages of Scripture that tell us that God may judge the body if one is not sincere in his confession of sin and continues to practice some particular sin or sins.  Thus, confession is not to be used as an easy escape.  It must be sincere and real.

Dr. Maxwell, of the Prairie Bible Institute tells of a young student who, after her first few weeks of school, became extremely homesick.  She phoned her parents and told them she was coming home.  She was all packed, ready to leave school, when Dr. Maxwell invited her to his office.  “Didn’t God lead you here? he asked the girl.”  “Yes,” she replied.  “Then,” said Dr. Maxwell, “wouldn’t you be disobeying God if you were to go home?”  “Well, yes,” she answered, “but can’t I ask Him to forgive me after I get home?” 

To be sure, such an attitude is an abuse of 1 John 1:9 for God says If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.  Such a confession would be meaningless.  We cannot expect to commit sin knowingly and willingly and then say, “God, forgive me.”

What has been said thus far is related to believers and forgiveness.  But should you not be a believer, doubtless you realize that you have sinned against God and need forgiveness.  Maybe you have even committed great sin.  In fact, it is possible that your conscience has bothered you for years.  You may have done something ten or fifteen years ago, or more, and you have not been able to forget it.  You have born the disturbing weight of a guilty conscience for all these years.

It is a delight to be able to tell you that God will forgive the past completely if you will receive Jesus Christ His Son.  He says in Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.  If you are willing to put your faith and trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, forgiveness of all sin is yours immediately.  Though Christ died on the cross for everyone, in the sense that He made the provision for everyone, salvation does not become effective in one’s life until he definitely makes his decision to receive the Lord.

Dr. Robert G. Lee told of meeting a man in a Mississippi farm by the name of Andrew Tabor.  Tabor had been in the penitentiary for twenty years for killing his son-in-law.  Two governors had pardoned him; but he was still there.  Dr. Lee said, “I spoke to him and said, ‘Mr. Tabor, why did you not accept the pardon which Governor White and the other governor of Mississippi gave to you?’”  He said, “Because, I didn’t want to get out of here, and it ain’t no pardon if I don’t accept it.”

This prisoner was correct.  A pardon is not effective until it is accepted.  Thus, Andres Tabor stayed in jail, eating his prison fare out of his tin cup, and sleeping on one of the same hard beds the prisoners slept on because of his choice.  He could have been set free, but he refused to accept freedom.

Millions of prisoners, bound in sin, are in a similar state.  Christ died for everyone, making salvation possible for all.  But before anyone can be set free from sin and its eternal consequences, God’s pardon must be received.  I hope you have received it.  If not, I hope you will at this very moment.  Ask Jesus to come into your life.
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