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Jesus declared, All power is committed unto me in heaven and earth.  Do you realize that His power is your power?  Few of God’s people really utilize this miraculous power.  Rather, we often limit the mighty power of God by our disobedience and lack of faith.

One of the major problems in churches these days is the fact that the vast majority of Christians never witness to the saving power of Jesus Christ.  There are various reasons given for this such as fear, limited Scriptural knowledge, the lack of know-how, and the like.  But the real reason, which few are willing to admit, is the absence of victory in the life.  Unless one is experiencing the victory of Jesus Christ, he is an unhealthy Christian.  One who is unhealthy spiritually is greatly limited as far as usefulness is concerned.

One of the shocking things discovered in the Second World War is the fact that so many of the young people who were called up for service in the United States were physically unfit.  It was appalling to read of the number of young people that were turned down because they were not qualified physically.  And yet, how many people are called to serve God and be His witnesses, yet they never get to the firing line because they are not qualified spiritually.  Most of them would be embarrassed to admit this.  But nevertheless, it is true.

One reason for this is that often people are being taken into our churches as members without proper training.  If one declares that he believes on Jesus Christ, he is rushed into the membership and all is expected to be well.  Comparatively few of these people ever learn anything about the treasures one may possess in Christ.  Rarely, do they know how to live in the victory of Christ.  Many of them are defeated, still bogged down by the cares and fears of this world.  They have never found the fullness of the Christian life.  They haven’t found victory over the presence and power of sin.  They were on the mountaintop today, but tomorrow they are in the valley again.  They are in the eighth chapter of Romans today and back in the seventh tomorrow.  They are in the Promised Land today but in the wilderness tomorrow.

This is a sad experience.  But for many Christians, it is the only experience they know.  They haven’t heard about the lordship of Christ.  They have never come to realize the power of the indwelling Christ.  Paul concluded his seventh chapter of Romans by writing in verse 24, O wretched man that I am1 who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  And then, the answer came, as though spoken by a voice from heaven. I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Ah yes, there is deliverance.  Christ is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.  He is able to keep you from falling.  You don’t have to drift back into sin.  There is no need to backslide.  You can stay on the winning side in Christ.

We read in 2 Corinthians 2:14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ.  When do we triumph in Christ?  Sometimes, when we are feeling well?  When we are prayed up and read up?  No.  God says always.  There is eternal victory for the born-again believer in Christ.

Some of you listening to me may be living in a horrible state of defeat.  And yet, you say you know Christ.  I don’t doubt your profession.  But I guarantee you, you are not depending on Christ.  Maybe you are saying of some detrimental practice, “I just can’t give it up.”   Again I say, you are not depending on Christ, because He can give you the strength to give up anything.

I spoke to group of Christians on the campus of a southern university.  A young lady came to see me afterward.  She told me she was a Christian.  “But,” she said, “I am living in sin and I can’t help myself.”  She went on to relate that she was going with a married man who had a wife and two children.  I tried to point out some of the unhappy consequences that could result from this unscriptural relationship.  “But,” she said, “he loves me.  He wants to divorce his wife and marry me.”  The more she talked, the more I saw through the whole affair and gave her the facts just as clearly as I could – that this man was simply using her to satisfy his own lust.  This was not love.  I proceeded to tell her of the way of victory through Christ, how He forgives us of all sin if we are willing to confess and depend upon Him entirely.  I explained that He could remove the desire from her heart and give her satisfaction in Christ.

I assured her that I would be praying for her and asking God to work in her life.  When I left, she was still uncertain about the future.  Two months later, I had a meeting in her home church in another city.  She was in the congregation, having come home for the spring vacation.   After the service, she came to me with face aglow.  I surmised what had happened just by looking at her.  She said, “God gave me the victory.  He delivered me.  I am back where I once was in my relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Sometime after this, I learned that his young lady had transferred from the university to a Bible School, where she was preparing to serve God.  In the eyes of the Lord, there is nothing such as a hopeless case.  Let no Christian ever say that he cannot give up anything that is displeasing to God.  We can do all things through Christ.  We can’t do all things in ourselves, but in Christ we can.

I read in 2 Corinthians 10:4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds.  The weapons of our warfare are what? - mighty through God.  Miracles are wrought daily by those who depend upon His strength.  The Bible says be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  We are never told to be strong in ourselves.  God knows that such an exhortation would be ridiculous.

What is your need at this moment, child of God?  Are you defeated and discouraged?  Listen to God’s Word for you as found in 2 Corinthians 12:9.  My grace is sufficient for thee.  But you say, “You don’t know what I have done.”  God still says, My grace is sufficient for thee.  “But you don’t know my circumstances.”  God replies, My grace is sufficient for thee.
Tell it to Jesus.  Confess all to Him.  Tell Him how weak you are.  Tell Him you want victory.  And then, after telling Him you want this victory, thank Him for it.  Rise up and rejoice in the Lord.  Praise Him.  Go forth to conquer.  And as you look to Jesus moment by moment, stay on the victory side.

If you are not a child of God, He is inviting you at this moment to turn to Him and be eternally saved.  He wants you to have everlasting life.  Will you receive this life right now?  I am not asking you to give anything.  I am not asking you to join anything.  I am not even asking that you write and tell us.  You don’t have to do that.  It will be better if you do, so we can help you.  But all I am asking is that you will receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, and then trust Him day by day for all your needs, whatever they may be, and believe Him because He is able to keep us.  And He will keep you.
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