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Someone has said, “We really live when we live to give.”  That is certainly true.  The problem is that many people, because they are living to get, have never discovered the blessing of giving.  I hope this isn’t true of you.

While out on the highways, frequently we see cars pulling trailers from city to city.  Often the trailers are loaded with furniture, clothing, and other personal belongings.  Moving from place to place has become a way of life for many people these days.  There is one thing, however, I have never seen, and I doubt that you have either.  That is, a hearse pulling a trailer.  When a person approaches death, usually his possessions become less important.  After death, they are of no value whatsoever to the deceased.

Paul’s statement in 1 Timothy 6:7 is so true.  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  If worldly goods have such little value at death, we might well wonder why we place such an importance on them during life.  There are other things of greater importance.  But, for some reason, most of us have a mixed-up concept of values.

Our Lord gave specific instructions relative to the use of our money in Matthew 6:19-21.  He said, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  Christ is not against anyone making money honestly and wisely.  What He is telling us is, after we make it we should use it properly.  We should never allow it to master us so that we become more selfish than we actually are.  Like all gifts from our Lord, it must be used to honor Him.

How we do this is an individual matter.  No church, pastor, priest, rabbi, or anyone else should tell us how to use God’s money.  As far as the believer is concerned, our personal relationship to the Lord, and God’s Word, should decide this for us.

One of our radio listeners wrote to tell me she was quite disturbed because the previous Sunday her pastor had stated, “Any member of this church who does not bring his tithe into this church is robbing God.”  Now, I believe in the local church with all my heart.  I also believe that every child of God should support his local church financially, as well as in attendance.  But a statement such as the one made by this pastor is altogether unscriptural.

Maybe some of you are thinking of Malachi 3:10 where we read Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  Doesn’t this state that we are to bring all the tithes into the church?  No, it doesn’t.  I am amazed at how many believers emphasize the fact strongly that we are not under the law, but under grace.  But when they can’t find support for their foolish notions under grace, they turn to the law and use the law to support their theories.  Personally, I am not against the law.  I believe the law reveals our sinfulness, even though we are living in the economy of grace.

But what about Malachi 3:10?  The storehouse spoken of here is not the church.  It was their warehouse.  The Jews, in addition to their cattle and other animals, tithed vegetables, fruits, and all the products of the land.  These were put in the storehouse until used.  There is a world of difference between a storehouse and a church.  You don’t find anything about a storehouse in the New Testament.  Under grace, however, we should not do any less then what was required under the law.  In fact, my wife and I have always honored the Lord with far more than the tenth because of God’s grace and work in our lives. 

We don’t give because we are compelled to give.  There is nothing in the Scriptures that says we must give what we do give.  But because of the grace and mercy of God, which has been poured out upon us abundantly from the moment of our conversion, it should be a happy privilege to return a generous portion of God’s provision to Him.

This, in my estimation, is what Paul is writing about in 2 Corinthians 9:7 where he speaks of the cheerful giver.  In this verse, he says every man according as he purposeth in heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

The first thing Paul would have us think about here is the reason why we give to God.  If a person doesn’t think very much of the Lord and doesn’t love the Lord, I doubt that he will be interested in giving to God.  This is why many people in our churches are not interested.  Giving demands a purpose.  If we are concerned that people come to know Christ, that the work of God progress, we shall give – not simply a tenth, but far more than a tenth.  We should give with purpose.  As we purpose in our hearts, God says.  And because we have a purpose, we shall overcome our selfishness.  We shall no longer be legalistic about our giving.  We shall give with the joy of the Lord in our heart.

Thank God for His faithful ones all around the world who are giving in this manner.  This is why the Gospel is going forth in mighty power in churches here and there.  This is why young people are being trained in Christian schools, Bible institutes, Christian colleges, and seminaries.  This is why scores of missionaries are being sent out to the lands beyond.  This is why hundreds of tribes who never before had their languages reduced to writing are now able to read the Scriptures.  God is at work today because of cheerful givers – believers who find a personal delight in honoring the Lord in their finances.

I would think, however, that the cheerful givers are in the minority among believers.  The bulk of the financial load in most of our churches is carried by the faithful few.  Are they the wealthy people? - Rarely so – sometimes, but usually not.  Quite frequently, they are the lower and middle-income people.  I have found time and time again that these people are far more generous in their giving to God than the wealthy.

Of course, it is not how much we give but the spirit in which we give and the proportion in which we give.  In 2 Corinthians 8:2 we read How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.  Paul is telling us that the saints in Macedonia gave liberally out of deep poverty.  How do you account for this?  The secret is found in the fifth verse where he says they first gave their own selves to the Lord.  These people were under the control of the Holy Spirit.  They had surrendered their hearts and lives to God.  He was everything to them.  They did not give because they were compelled to give.  They gave out of love for Him who had given everything for them.

If there is any other motive in our giving than love for the Lord, we have missed the real purpose.  Why do you give to God, if you do?  Is it to impress someone, or maybe to satisfy your guilt, or is it because your commitment to Jesus Christ is sincere, and your relationship to Him is so fulfilling that your generous giving to the Lord’s work is as natural as eating and sleeping.

If you happen to be one the grudging givers Paul talks about, maybe you should examine yourself to see whether you are really in the faith.  Maybe Christ isn’t even your Lord.  You have been deceiving yourself.  May I remind you that salvation is purely a work of grace?  All the giving one could do would never influence God to save him.  We do not pay for our salvation.  It is Christ who gave His blood in payment for our sins.

If you have never received Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, do it now, friend.  Remember, salvation is free to you.  The price has been paid by Christ, who died for you.  But then, after you receive Him, give as He gave to you.
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