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All of us ought to be thinking about changed we ought to make.  This is a good time to think about our spiritual needs and to do something about them.  I hope you will do something about yours.

In a prison cell in a mid-western penitentiary, there was a young man, thirty-two years of age.  He was there as the result of his alcoholism.  When sober, he was friendly, helpful, and industrious.  But when he was intoxicated, he became defiant, disgraceful, and dangerous.  That’s the bad news.  Now, here is the good news.  This young man is now a new man in Christ Jesus.  In his dark cell, he had two possessions – an easel and a Bible.  If anyone asked him about his life and his new devotion, he would answer, “I was dead and now I am living.”  Every day, his new outlook brought a challenge to his life.

A considerable portion of each day was given to the reading and studying of the Word of God, in addition to rehabilitation studies.

The remainder of the day was used creatively in his God-given talent as an artist – a talent which he discovered when encouraged by the prison chaplain.  His pictures were Biblical in nature, and some were even used for church bulletins.  This young man found new life through Jesus Christ.  For years his life had been hopeless and useless.  But he was transformed by the power of God, by believing on the Son of God, Jesus Christ.

Some of you listening to me are imprisoned - maybe not in a cell like this young man.  You are imprisoned in the hopeless reality of spiritual bankruptcy.  You described by the Bible as being dead in trespasses and sins.  You need to be born anew; born from above; made alive by the quickening power of God, the same resurrection power that brought forth Jesus from the grave.  This power is available for you at this moment if you will trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.

You see, by nature you were a sinner.  Without Jesus Christ you will never be anything else but a sinner.  But Jesus Christ wants to forgive you of all your sins – past, present, and future – and He wants to change your life while implanting within you new desires and ambitions.

Maybe you are thinking, “I don’t need this; I can change my own life. I don’t need God.”  Please give attention to what I am saying.  There are many tens of thousands of people who feel the way you do.  But I want to tell you, it doesn’t work.  I know; I tried, and failed time and time again.  But New Years Eve, many years ago, I knelt by my bedside, and I asked Jesus Christ to come into my life.  And He transformed my life and prepared me for heaven.

I guarantee you, only God can do this.  I ask you the question, have you experienced the transforming power of Jesus Christ in your life?  If not, as we approach the threshold of a New Year, it is an ideal time to take Christ as Savior and Lord.  It is much better then making resolutions because receiving Christ really works.

Dr. David Rolands was one of thousands who attended the first Billy Graham Crusade at Harringay Arena in London.  The last thought in his mind was that he might be converted.  As far as he knew, he was already a Christian.  He had been reared in the church; he attended every Sunday.  Daily, he said his prayers.  The idea that there was anything more had never occurred to him.

And yet, at the crusade he experienced a thrilling conversion.  He had gone to the meeting armed with a camera and a light meter.  But he came away without any pictures.  Instead of pictures, he came away with Jesus Christ.  What had been a set of beliefs, a moral standard, a vaguely historical figure, suddenly became a person, pervading him, living in him.  After a lifetime of dealing with forms and externals, Dr. Rolands had suddenly discovered the transforming power of Jesus Christ.  His patients noticed the change and they began to share their problems and worries with him.  Later, Dr. Roland said, “I am dealing with people now – not just bodies.”

You see, it makes a difference when a person comes to know Christ.  Conversion is more than a church experience.  It is a new life experience.  The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  I have met people who have become disillusioned with life.  Some of them have said, “I wish I could begin all over again.”  I have told them that they can begin all over again.  Of course, it is impossible to turn the years back and begin over in this sense.  But through trusting Jesus Christ for salvation the past can be buried through the forgiving grace of God and one can have a fresh start.  He can begin all over again.  This is for the alcoholic, the youth hooked on drugs, the sex pervert, the religious person, the moral man, or whoever.  Repeatedly in the Bible, God uses the word whosoever.   This means you, me, or anybody else.  The door is open for whosoever will come.  This is God’s invitation.

It really makes a difference when one comes to Christ.  Salvation is not merely a head belief, it is a heart change.

Years ago in one of the D. L. Moody meetings, a girl who worked in one of the departments stores was converted.  Several days later, a customer, looking at some lace, asked her, “Is this real English lace?”  “It was,” she said, “before the Moody meetings, but now it’s imitation.”  Before her conversion, this young lady had been dishonest, taking advantage of her customers by deceit.  But with Christ came honesty.  And with Christ comes many other things – kindness, thoughtfulness, love, purity, holiness of life, and much more.

Have you received the Lord Jesus into your life?  Have you experienced the happiness and peace that only He can give?  Maybe you reply, “All I know is misery.  In fact, the home in which I live is a little hell on earth.”  Listen, it could be a little heaven on earth if you would get right with the Lord.

Maybe you have been blaming your spouse, your children, or someone else.  What about you?  Let God deal with your heart – your heart, personally.  You get saved and take Christ into your home.  Then pray for the salvation of the others.  But God wants to do something in you.  You see, God is in the miracle-working business.  There is nothing impossible as far as He is concerned.  He wants to enter your life and live through you.  He wants you to exchange your misery for His blessedness.  This can be done at this very moment, with a willingness on your part to turn from your sins to the living Christ.

Friend, will you do it?  Just pray this simple prayer, “Lord Jesus, I need you, and I want you to come into my life and save me.  Thank you, Jesus, for answering this prayer.  For I pray in your name, amen.
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