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Some years ago, Lewis Evans wrote, “Man is never so tall as when he kneels before God; never so great as when he humbles himself before God.  And the man who kneels to God can stand up to anything.”  Have you found this to be true in your life?  It is our privilege in Christ.

One of the worst mistakes a Christian can make is to think that busy, spiritual activity can compensate for lack of prayer.  There is a spiritual law established by God that has never been changed.  It is simply that “when prayer ascends, power descends.”

In other words, the key that unlocks the door to the power of God is prayer.  A prayerful life is usually a powerful life, while a prayer-less life is usually a powerless life.  It is also true that the more we pray, we discover the more we need to pray.  But the less we pray, the less interest we shall have in prayer.

I am convinced that prayer is the most important spiritual exercise in which any believer can engage.  It is more important than preaching, singing, or even witnessing.  The reason being, that without prayer nothing else can be fully effective.

Can you imagine the difference it would make in our service for Christ if every preacher, Sunday school teacher, missionary, soloist, or Christian servant of any kind adequately prepared his heart at the throne of grace before he attempted to serve God?

It was D. L. Moody who used to say, “I would rather teach one man to pray than to teach ten men to preach.”  You see, prayer is not incidental; it is fundamental.  It is not optional, but essential.  It is not something to be done in our spare time; it is to be done all the time.

We are exhorted in 1 Chronicles 16:11 Seek the Lord and His strength, seek His face continually.  In the New Testament, the same truth is presented in Romans 12:12, Continuing instant in prayer.  Will you not agree that most of the time spiritual decline begins with lack of prayer?  When we fail in prayer, we fail everywhere.  The preacher who is not praying is playing.  And when his people are not praying, they are straying.

Prayer to the child of God should be as normal as eating, sleeping, and drinking.  The latter three are requisites, but so is the first.  For some people, prayer is a special experience, often reserved for times of extreme need.  They have never learned that it should be a daily experience in the believer’s life, not one time, but many times throughout the day.

While riding in a New York subway one time, a gentleman seated next to me was very talkative.  Without reservation, he told me of his very miserable and unhappy life.  He has lost his job, he and his wife were not getting along together, his children were rebellious.  He claimed to be a believer in Christ.  When he asked me for a solution to his problems, I began by saying, ‘Have you tried prayer?’  Quickly he responded, “Oh my, it hasn’t gotten that bad yet!”

What a perverted understanding this man had of prayer.  We don’t wait until the walls tumble in before we pray.  Prayer to God should be an important part of our daily routine.  It is to the spiritual life what breath is to the physical life.  We don’t wait until we have needs before we pray, we go before the Lord to praise Him and think Him for His moment by moment care, while interceding for loved ones, neighbors, and friends who need Christ in upholding the work of God.  If only we could get serious about prayer, mountains of unbelief that surround us would be removed; lives could be changed; hearts could be broken before God.

We must be willing to take God at His word and believe the Scriptures, and pray without ceasing.  There are scores of promises throughout the Scriptures that assure us of the effectiveness of prayer.  But these promises are without value unless we take hold of them by faith, and with expectancy look to God to work.

In many cases, they are before us in the Scriptures as signed checks, ready to be written in and cashed.  But they must be written by the hand of faith for God says in Hebrews 11:6, Without faith, it is impossible to please Him.
It was my pleasure to be the Bible teacher at a youth conference.  One of the young fellows in attendance had been sent by his parents, hoping that his rebellious heart could be changed.  He didn’t want to come; he was made to come.  He determined that he was not going to cooperate in any way.  When we met together for Bible Study, he wouldn’t come near the other young people.  He just sat off in a far corner.  He skipped some of the other meetings.  He refused to enter into any of the games or sports.  When spoken to by an adult, he would simply ignore them.  He was about as mean as a boy could be.

The director of the conference had a burden for this young man.  He vowed in his heart that he would be as kind and gracious to him as he possibly could be.  He suggested to me and to the other members of the staff to do the same thing.  Well, we did.  But most important of all, we gathered together to pray for him, asking God to work in his life.

It was the fifth day of the conference.  Following the morning breakfast hour, at the regular devotional time, when the young people had an opportunity to participate and give testimonies, this young man stood to his feet.  All eyes turned in his direction.  Slowly, he said, “I have been a mean boy.  I have been mean to my parents, I have been mean to my teachers in school, I have been mean here at this conference, and I am sorry.  Last night in the meeting, as the speaker spoke, I received Jesus Christ into my life.  And already, I have felt the effects of the change.  I am a new creature in Christ.

Indeed, he was, dear friend.  He left that conference a different boy.  What was the secret?  Well, it really wasn’t a secret.  It is something we all know about – prayer.  God can do all things, and He wants to do all things.  But we who love Him must pray.

Maybe you need the Lord in your heart.  Possibly, you have been mean to other people.  God can change your life if you are willing to let Him do it.  I am sure there have been some who have been praying for you.  Let those prayers be answered today.  Jesus wants to enter your life and save you for eternity.  Will you let Him do it?  Right now, say yes to Jesus.
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