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I find that people give all kinds of excuses for not attending church.  But I am convinced that the real reason underlying most of the excuses is found in the words of John 3:19. Men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
Several years ago, the Gallup Research Organization took a poll, which revealed that fifty-four percent of American adults did not attend church services regularly.  Thirty-eight percent said sickness, work, lack of transportation, or small children kept them from attending; twelve percent honestly said they were too lazy; eleven percent confessed indifference; six percent said they were too busy; fifteen percent declared that they would never go to church for any reason.

This is quite a commentary on our ingratitude toward God.  No wonder our country faces such staggering moral problems these days.  What is even worse is the fact that these statistics include some churches which are merely preaching a social gospel and the Bible is not honored as the holy, inspired Word of God.

In Proverbs 14:34 we read Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.  Certainly, regular worship in the house of God is of extreme value to any nation.  It has been said that “absence makes the heart grow fonder.”  If this is true, there are many people who are fond of the church.  When the church pew is empty, it signifies a grave loss.  In John 20:24 we read of Thomas, who was not with the other disciples when Jesus came to The Upper Room.  Of all the apostles, it was Thomas, who needed most what the Lord brought – proof of His resurrection.  Yet, he was the one apostle absent when the Lord brought the proof.  Neither was Thomas present when our Lord breathed on the disciples and said unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.  It is often true, that those who can least afford the loss are usually absent when Jesus comes to bless His own.

God says in Leviticus 19:30 Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the Lord.  God has never changed in His attitude toward worship.  In the New Testament we are admonished in a similar manner in Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.  Don’t forsake the house of God, the Word says.

I have met people who profess to be Christians who have said, “I can be just as good a Christian without going to church all the time.  After all, you don’t have to go to church to be a Christian.”  To some degree, it is necessary to concur with part of this because there is only one way to become a Christian, and that is by believing on Jesus Christ.  But as we are told by the Word of God, this is only the beginning.  We are to grow in grace.  This is why we need the church – to be taught in the Word of God by those who are qualified, and trained, and ready to teach God’s Word to His people.  After all, Christ our Lord, our holy example, went to church.  We read in Luke 4:16 And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up: and, as His custom was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for to read.  It was His custom to worship in God’s house, we are told here.  Are you a follower of the Lord Jesus?  Then you will go to church too.

Let me pause to explain, however, I am not recommending any church.  You need a church that honors the Lord and faithfully exalts Jesus Christ.  Not all churches fit into this category.  The denial of the Word of God is their usual procedure.  The Sunday school literature which they use offers no challenge to the children and young people.  The ministers of these churches pose as God’s under-shepherds when in reality they are very often wolves in sheep’s clothing.

I don’t want to appear critical, but I am simply offering warnings, which we find in the Word of God, relative to the last times.  I firmly and strongly believe in regular church attendance for those who are followers of Christ.  But that attendance is of little value if we do not worship where Christ is preached and exalted.

Let me encourage you, if you belong to God, to be sure you are in a church that believes and preaches the entire Word of God.  If you are, then you should be a regular attendee.  Jesus said in Mark 6:31 Come ye yourselves apart and rest awhile.  We need to draw away from the busyness of the world in which we are living to find spiritual rest, which can be found in true, sincere, Godly worship.

“Why should I go to a church?” a young teenager asked his grandfather.  The grandfather was silent a moment and then he said, “Tell me, has the piano tuner been here yet to tune our piano?”  The boy was quite an accomplished pianist and he had complained about the need of tuning.  “No, I am still waiting for him.  I tried to play last evening,” he said, “but my playing was a dismal failure.”  “Now, see, “ said Granddad, “our souls are like a musical instrument.  The strings become slack and out of tune very quickly.  They must be tuned up from time to time.”  “What do you mean, Granddad?”  “Oh strings – faith, courage, kindness, reverence – all grow less vibrant in us without our knowing it.  But when we hear the Gospel proclaimed at church, we see how we have lost tune.  We are tuned up once more to what is the true pitch of righteousness.  But the tuning does not last.  And so, we must go to church regularly to have one’s soul tuned aright.”

I would agree with Granddad one hundred percent.  These are words of wisdom.   Every believer ought to be in the house of God when services are convened, that he might be strengthened in faith, encouraged by the truth, and challenged by the Word of God.

I urge you, believing friends that you think on these things.  And, if you are not a Christian, of course I can understand why you have little interest in church.  It is Christ you need.  After He comes into your life, you will want to worship Him in the house of God.  But really, you will have little interest in attending church until you know Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  That is why I urge you to consider the fact that He died for you on the cross and rose again that you might have everlasting life.  I guarantee you that you will never find real happiness apart from Jesus Christ.  I have been through this, and I know.

You may say, “I’m happy.”  That may well be.  But, again, I say, you do not know what real happiness is because you don’t know Jesus Christ.  This happiness you have never yet experienced.  I invite you now to enter into this happiness by receiving Jesus Christ into your life, and then you will know what I mean.
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