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Do you know what happens to a person’s soul after he dies?  Where does it go?  It goes somewhere, because the soul never dies.  And one more question: Will we ever see our loved ones again after death?

Paul’s words as found in Philippians 1:23 are so very encouraging.  For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.  Getting up in years, having seen enough of this life with its hardships and heartaches, Paul desired to go to be with Christ.  He wanted to die, that is, if it were God’s will for Him to die.  He longed for the next life with its freedom from suffering and anxiety.  

You may feel the same as Paul.  Having experienced your share of the burdens and sorrows of this life, you are ready for the joys of heaven.  Isn’t it wonderful that in Christ when we die, we go to be with the Lord?  Possibly, you have laid a loved one to rest recently.  It seems as though you have been unable to find peace, for he or she was everything you had.  Keep in mind that it won’t be long.  If you know the Lord and if your loved one was also a child of God, soon there will be a joyous reunion.

Maybe you have wondered if you will know your loved ones in heaven.  There seems to be no doubt about it for you will not know any less in heaven than you know right now.  In fact, you will know far more.  God says in 1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.  Our knowledge is limited now.  We know only in part.  But when we meet Christ face to face, we shall have perfect understanding.

A missionary tells of the two Korean women who stood watching a funeral procession on its way to a foreign cemetery.  “What is this?” asked one.  “The burying of the missionaries son,” answered the other.  “That is very sad,” replied the first.  “In Korea, a son is the most precious of all possessions, you know.”  “Its not so bad for them as for us,” said the other Korean, sadly, “for they know something that makes them sure that they will get their children back someday.  We know nothing about how to get ours back again.”

Those who truly know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord have the blessed assurance of seeing their loved ones again.  Our Lord Jesus said in John 11:25-26, I am the resurrection and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  Christ made it clear that those who believe in Him will never die.  The body goes back to dust to await the resurrection, but the soul lives forever.  At the moment of death, the soul goes to be with Christ.  But, where is Christ?  Christ is in Paradise.  Where is Paradise?  Paradise is where Christ is.  We don’t have all the answers, but we have enough to know that Christ lives today, and those who believe in Him will live and reign with Him throughout eternity.

In 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 we have these words from the pen of the Apostle Paul.  Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.  Here again, Paul expresses his earnest desire to be with the Lord.  Death is just this for the child of God – it is to be present with the Lord.  It is not a state of sleep; it is not falling into an unknown abyss.  It is going to be with Him who died on the cross for our sins and rose again.

Of course, not everyone goes to be with the Lord at death.  There are many people who have never taken time to get right with God.  They have been so busy making money and doing other things that they have neglected to consider the importance of preparing to die.  

How does one go about preparing to die?  The Bible is clear, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  There is no other way.  Does this mean that all one needs to do is believe that Christ lived, died, and rose again? - Not exactly.  Believe, as used in the Bible means to receive.  It has to do with the receiving the person of Jesus Christ into the life.  Realizing that we are helpless to save ourselves from sin, we trust Christ as our sin-bearer, as the one who died and paid the eternal price for sin.

Let me ask, have you done this?  If you have, you are saved.  If you have not made your decision to receive Christ, I trust that you will, right now.  You will then see your loved ones in heaven if they too were saved.  If you refuse to receive Christ, you will never see them again.  Don’t put this important decision off.  Time is moving rapidly.  Soon, it may be too late.

Have you ever had the experience of driving along an interstate highway for a number of hours?  Doubtless, you recall how your sense of speed was dulled.  You became sleepy and after awhile your visual attention deteriorated because the road was so smooth and straight.  Traffic engineers have overcome this hazard by finishing the road’s surface with rougher concrete upon approaching a bend or a sign.   Although it does not create undesirable or dangerous conditions, this rough spot interrupts the smooth movement of the car and produces the vibration, which is felt, and a noise, which is heard.

The Lord has arranged life in such a way that we have downs as well as ups.  He gives us signs that are meant to arouse us to a change in the conditions that lie before us.  The aches and the pains, the grey hair, the wrinkles, the dimming vision – all of these are designed to remind us that we are coming to changes in life, and ultimately the end of the road.  We need to recognize the warning signals.

Maybe, you are approaching the end of the road right now.  It may not be far ahead.  You have neglected to take Christ into your life.  Please realize that you need Him.  There is not other way into heaven without Him.  And remember, when you die, there is no second chance.  All will be passed, except the judgment.  I am urging you right now to receive the Lord Jesus Christ into your life while you have the opportunity.  You see, God loves you and He wants to save you.  It doesn’t matter what the past has been, He blots it all out through the blood of Jesus Christ His Son.

God wants to give you peace.  You know you don’t have peace.  Your soul is in turmoil most of the time.  You need the peace of God that passeth all understanding.  Will you receive Jesus Christ at this moment and find in Him the assurance known only to those who believe?  Trust Him!
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