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Though it is awfully easy to lie and cheat, such a lifestyle is not without regretful consequences.  You might accumulate some money and enjoy temporary success, but the eternal consequences aren’t worth it.  It would be far better to have little and please God.

Honesty is a Christian virtue, held before us in the Scriptures repeatedly.  David spoke of it when he said Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts.  In Romans 12:17 we read Provide things honest in the sight of all men.  Paul repeats the same thought in 2 Corinthians 8:21.  Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.  Concluding his Corinthian letters, the Apostle wrote, Now I pray to God that ye do no evil: not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates.
In 1 Peter 2:12 we read that we are to have our conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evildoers, they may be your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.

As believers, we look forward to the return of our Lord for His own.  Since we do, we must keep in mind the words preceding the great passage in 1 Thessalonians 4:12 telling us of His return.  That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.
Now, I am not saying that because one is a Christian he will never be dishonest.  There are all kinds of Christians, you know.  Some are walking with God, doing His will, having fellowship with Him and obeying Him.  Others are out of fellowship with the Lord, living for the flesh, catering to their own interests, ignoring the claims of God on their lives.  The spiritual man, the one who loves the Lord and desires to please the Lord, will always be honest.  Dishonesty and spirituality are incompatible.  The truly spiritual man will be careful in every detail in his dealings with others.  

If you happen to be a Christian businessman, please consider these questions.  Do you allow your clerks to misrepresent values and qualities to customers who seem to have faith in you?  Do you allow your salesmen to sell goods for you, which you do not have in stock, only to substitute other numbers when filling the order?  Do you allow your employees to sell damaged goods as being flawless merchandise?  Do you allow only half the truth to be told about merchandise, while the other half is covered up?  Of course, you would not break the eighth commandment, Thou shalt not steal, but misrepresentation is just as bad.  Are you not guilty in that you allow others to misrepresent for you, and then you gloat in the fact that you have such a good business personnel? 

What do those under your leadership think, knowing the facts as you know them?  Do they hold you in high esteem, even though they know you as one with no honest scruples?  Of course, you go to church on Sunday.  Those who work for you are trying to put the two together – church and dishonesty.  No wonder you have no influence over them.  Don’t you think they know you are a phony?  Have you ever stopped to consider the difficulty, which Christian workers encounter when dealing with your employees about the Lord Jesus Christ.  No wonder some of them have this comeback: “Why, I am as good as my employer.” – you being that employer.

In a church in which I served, I had a very fine Christian businessman, one who was conscientious and loyal to God.  His employer professed to be a Christian and, as far as I know, was regular in his attendance at church.  The Christian employee, in carrying on business for his employer, was strictly honest.  One day, he was called in by his employer, and something dishonest was suggested.  The employee stated that in everything he had, first of all, to please God.  With strong emphasis, the employer replied, “Before God, you may be absolutely right.  But that isn’t the way we do business around here.” 

How pathetic that some businessmen who profess to be followers of Christ do not practice Christian principles in their business.  Christ is all right to think about on Sunday morning, but for them, He is completely ignored the rest of the week.  Calculations that leave out Jesus Christ and His truth are never accurate.  It matters not how much money you are making, or how successful you think you are.  If you are not honest you are working against God.  It is a dangerous thing to resist Him.  If you are a Christian, whatever line of employment you are in, you should be working at it as a Christian.

The manager of a store went out one day, leaving his young assistant, who was a Christian, in charge.  A customer came in and, in the course of things, asked the Christian to do something that was dishonest.  “Your manager is out and will never know the difference,” said the customer.  “My manager is never out,” replied the Christian.

Those who are truly children of God, born of the Spirit, will honor the Lord Jesus in all of their relationships with others, whatever the circumstances.  They will not lie, cheat, or steal, but seek to obey the Lord and do His will in everything.

It is possible that you are not one of the Lord’s own.  You think you are going places.  You have an expensive car, a lovely and commodious home, plenty of money in the bank.  You feel like you are pretty clever.  You have lied, cheated, and deceived.  You obtain what you have dishonestly.  I hope you will give some thought to these verses of Scripture found in Galatians 6:7,8.  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

Sowing to the flesh can only result in God’s judgment.  Sowing to the Spirit produces just the opposite – God’s blessing.  God’s way begins by receiving Christ into the life.  If you have never received Him, I urge you to do it right now.  God is ready.  What about you?
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