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It would seem that some Christians live with the notion that God is in the welfare business.  They feel that whatever they want or desire, God ought to give it to them.  The Bible teaches sacrifice, and if we truly follow Christ, sacrifice should be more meaningful to us than receiving.

When a soldier joins the armed forces of his country, he virtually lays aside his plans for the future.  In a sense, his life is no longer his own, for he is under orders.  Some of the things he used to think about must be forgotten for the present, for someone else is doing the planning.

There is a very definite sense in which this should also be true when one joins the army of God.  Some of those who become followers of Christ fail to lay aside their own plans, resulting in a conflict.  Often, God’s perfect plan is missed because of the selfish choices of the flesh.  Christ expects His followers to sacrifice for Him. There is no room for a half-commitment or partial obedience.  The Bible teaches forsaking all to follow Jesus.

In Ephesians 6 Paul gives us a picture of the soldier of Christ, clothed and prepared for warfare.  Beginning with verse 13 he says, Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.
Here we see the man of God in readiness to stand for the Lord whatever the cost.  This demands complete sacrifice for Jesus as Lord.  There is no suggestion here of a weak insipid, shallow commitment.  In Psalm 50:5 God says, Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with my by sacrifice.  God is speaking here of His people – those who mean business with Him, who have declared Him to be the top priority in their lives.  Considering everything else to be secondary to God’s will and purpose, they yield themselves totally to Christ.

David knew the meaning of this, for he had experienced it.  His was not an insincere commitment to his Lord for in Psalm 54:6,7 he gives a testimony saying, I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O Lord; for it is good.  For He hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen His desire upon mine enemies.  David gave himself to God unreservedly.  He came to the place in his life whereby he surrendered all to his Savior and began a life of sacrifice that never ended until his dying day.  His life proved his words; I will freely sacrifice unto thee.
Think of the sacrifices our Lord made when He was on this earth.  It began with His birth; He wasn’t born in a spotless, delivery room with comfortable circumstances.  He was born in a dirty, smelly stable.  After He embarked upon His ministry, He had not place that He could call His own – no room, no bed.  He suffered untold abuse, criticism, and later He was cruelly crucified on the cross.  From the beginning to the end of His earthly ministry, there is no better world to describe the entire episode than sacrifice.

As Jesus communed with His Heavenly Father as told in John 17, he prayed As thou has sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  You and I, as believers in Jesus Christ, are not here to be honored, pampered, or even respected.  Likewise, we are not here to fulfill our own selfish desires and satisfy our fleshly lusts.  As followers of Jesus Christ, we are here primarily to live for the Son of God.  Because of this, we can expect no more than the Father permitted for His Son.  We may be misunderstood, misrepresented, ridiculed, hated, and even persecuted.  One thing is sure, however, we shall never be forsaken.

We read in God’s Word, Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you (Matthew 5:11, 12).  God’s people have not been promised an easy way.  They have been promised, however, a blessed way for it is Christ’s way.  If we are to know this way, there is one word that must be kept before our minds constantly – sacrifice.  As Christ gave His all, we must give our all for Him.

If Judas had come to the realization of sacrifice for Christ, you and I might be reading “The Gospel according to Judas.”  But this man chose his own way and missed God’s best.  Which way are you going, dear friend, Christ’s way or your way?  I beg of you to present your body a living sacrifice to God.  Follow Him moment by moment, all along life’s way.  Let Him be Lord of all as you sacrifice for Him and serve Him faithfully. 

If you are one who has never received Him as your Lord, do it now.  Don’t spend fifty, sixty, or seventy years on this earth and miss God’s best.  Whatever your age, Christ loves you and wants to give you everlasting life.  Receive it by receiving Him.
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