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Many people are failing in life in various ways.  There is an innate tendency to blame something or someone else for what is happening.  If we will be honest with ourselves and face our circumstances realistically, usually, the problem is right in our own selfish heart.

In a former century, the well-known southern evangelist, Sam Jones, while preaching to a vast audience, shouted, “What is hell?”  Then, after a dramatic pause, he answered his own question by saying, “Hell is selfishness on fire.”

In my thinking, hell is worse than this.  But this scriptural definition by Sam Jones portrays some idea of the awfulness of selfishness.  It is an evil that dogs our steps from the cradle to the grave.

I think we can agree that selfishness is the root evil of all the misery of the universe.  It began thousands of years ago, before the creation of man, when Satan rebelled against the sovereign rule of God.  This instigator of evil was convinced in his own mind that he could overthrow Jehovah’s divine rule and establish his own kingdom.  He devised a five-point saying, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High (Isaiah 14:13, 14).

He failed completely in his attempt in all five points.  But, regardless, he never forsook his rebellious nature, and centuries later, in the Garden of Eden, he inflicted this nature upon our first parents.  As the result, all humans have a sinful nature, marked by the selfishness of Satan.

There is no human cure for this devastating evil.  There is, however, a Divine cure.  As a result of the cross, Jesus Christ won an everlasting victory over the plaguing evil of the self-life.  The cross is our only hope.  As we trust in Jesus Christ who died on the cross, was buried, and rose again, not only do we receive the gift of everlasting life, but Divine power to overcome selfishness.

It should be understood that victory over the self-life is not automatic with those who trust in Christ.  The victory must be appropriated.  The possibility for victory is ours in Christ.  But the requisite is a committed life, totally yielded to the control of the Son of God.

The Apostle Paul declared in Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  Paul is telling us that when Christ died on the cross, all who believed on Him died with Him, but though we died, we still live.  This is true of all of us who have received Jesus Christ.  Death in Christ gives us the possibility of victory in Christ.  Continuing to live, we either live by the flesh, controlled by the flesh, or we live by faith, controlled by the Son of God.  If we live by the flesh, the self-life will be predominant.  If we live by faith in the Son of God, He will be in control and victory will be achieved.

Paul went on to say in Galatians 2:20 Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  He lived by faith, and the result was that he lived in the glory of the silent conquest of the self-life.

Consider the accomplishments of this mighty man of God.  About half of the New Testament was written by him.  He traveled the known world, proclaiming the Gospel.  Though beaten, stoned, and imprisoned, his vision was in no way deterred.  On he continued until his dying day, upholding the name of Jesus Christ.  How do we account for this magnificent life? – Victory over self.  Had Paul been mastered by the self-life, like many of us, we would never have heard of him.  He was mastered by the Christ-life.  He declared For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  Oh friend, we need this victory today.

In one of his Spirit-directed writings, the saintly F.B. Meyer wrote, “For what are you living?  Are your pursuits bounded by the narrow horizon of earth and limited to fleeting moments of time?  Are you constantly engaged in minding as warmly as possible the nest in which you hope to spend your old age and die?  Are you perpetually seeking to make the best of this world?  I fear, that these are the real aims of many professing Christians.  And if so, it is simply useless for them to claim kinship with that stream of pilgrims which is constantly pouring through the earth, bound for the city which hath foundations, their home and mother city”

F.B. Meyer is describing the results of the self-life here, which is so familiar to many in our day.  Everything is interrupted in the light of “How will this benefit me?”  For the child of God, it should be different.  How will it honor Jesus Christ?  How will it bring glory to His name?  The cross is the sternest rebuke to man’s selfishness the world has ever known.

The Lord Jesus made this truth so clear in Matthew 16:24 where He said, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  He states one requisite for cross bearing.  And what is it? – The denial of self.  The thought of cross bearing suggests total involvement for Jesus Christ.  This has many facets, but it can never possibly be accomplished without self-denial.  We have heard it said that self-preservation is the first law of nature.  May I suggest that self-preservation is the first law of the deprived human nature?

Looking out for number one belongs to the Adamic realm, not the Christian domain.  Believers in Christ are to crucify self, deny self, and put self out of sight that we might follow Jesus Christ.  We are to develop mind and body and use any leadership we have, not for ourselves, but in order that we might serve the Lord in a more effective way.

Henry Morehouse, the English evangelist, was holding forth in a series of meetings for D.L. Moody in his church in Chicago.  Mr. Morehouse wondered at the lack of conviction and response to his messages after he had spoken for several nights.  Grieved about this deeply, while taking a brief walk on the streets of Chicago, he saw a large billboard advertising the great English evangelist, Henry Morehouse.  He looked at it for several moments and then exclaimed to himself, “No wonder the Holy Spirit is not working in our midst.  Henry Morehouse is billed as the great one instead of the Lord Jesus Christ the exalted one.”  He requested that this sort of publicity be stopped at once and that they wait on the Lord in true humility of heart and spirit for the Spirit’s blessing on the meetings.

They did just that, and God answered from heaven.  Scores of people flocked to Jesus Christ.  There was real revival.  Think what would happen in our day, if people who claimed to be the people of God were to experience victory through the cross of Jesus Christ and yield all to Him. 

Oh friend, let Christ has His perfect way in your life.  If you don’t know Him, ask Him to come into your heart right now, and He will enter.
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