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There is so much in the world that is unreal.  All of us have met people who attempt to impress us with their sincere interest in us.  But after awhile it wears thin, and we realize that it was merely a façade.  What a disappointment!

Some people try to impress God with their good works, but they fail completely for he sees through their hypocrisy.  

I have some more now on the Fruit Test.  Every true believer in Jesus Christ ought to be able to stand up to this test.  In the previous message, I emphasized the importance of being able to test one’s salvation if he is really saved.  We were looking at Luke 6:43-46 where we saw, first of all, the Proposition, which our Lord stated.  Notice verses 43 and 44 again.  For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.  For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes.  No matter what anyone says, it is always true, as we see from the Proposition, a good tree produces good fruit and a bad tree produces bad fruit.

Next, we notice that our Lord shifted from trees to people as in verse 45 he made the Application.  A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh.  The same truth that applies to trees applies to humans.  Whatever a person is, that is what he will produce.  If he knows the Lord, he will bring forth fruit for God.  If he does not know the Lord, he will bring forth fruit for the Devil.  It is just as simple as that.

After one comes to Christ, he receives a new heart.  And Luke tells us in Luke 6:45 that out of his heart will come forth that which is good.  When Christ is in the life, the result should be transformed living.  God says in Ephesians 2:10, For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.  Thus, the test of the inner experience will be the outward life.  The inward reception of Christ will result in the outward expression of Christ.

There are two words used in the language in which the New Testament was written, having to do with the giving of an outward expression.  One of them refers to the act of giving outward expression of one’s inner heart life, that expression coming from and being a true representation of one’s inner being.  The other speaks of the act of assuming an outward expression that does not come from within and is not representative of one’s true inner heart life, but is put on from the outside.

In 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 we read, For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel: for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  Therefore it is not great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.  Here is an outward expression that knows nothing of an inner experience; it is a sham, hypocrisy, merely put on, masqueraded.  God says of this, the end shall be according to their works.

There is much so-called righteousness today that is put on from the outside.  It is all surface.  Jesus described these people, in Matthew 23:27, where He said, Ye are like unto whited, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.  It is the picture of a grave, kept white, clean, and pure on the outside; while inside were rotting bones and deteriorating flesh.  Many people are like that.  They are trying to be holy on the outside, but inwardly they are possessed by wicked hearts.  Those who have truly met the Lord Jesus Christ will leave no question about their experience with Christ, for their lives will prove it.  A good man, out of the good treasure of his heart, bringeth forth that which is good.
Our Lord concluded His teaching in Luke 6 on the good and bad fruit with a question, found in verse 46.  And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?  In other words, if we say we belong to Jesus Christ and have truly experienced new life by believing on Him, the real test of this profession will be our obedience to God, doing what He says in His Word.  To obey is better than sacrifice, God says.  Many people call Christ Lord.  But that doesn’t mean they are saved.  In fact, He says in Matthew 7:21-23, Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name have done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.

There is a most destructive sin at work in our day.  It is the sin of verbalism – to say we believe, to profess to be followers of Christ, but to live otherwise.  Jesus says in Matthew 15:8  This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoreth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.

Are you calling Christ Lord without ever having surrendered and committed yourself to Him?  Maybe you are a church member.  You might even be a soloist in your church, or sing in the choir.  You may even be the organist; a church officer; even the preacher; and still, you have never really been born again.  You like to think of yourself as a child of God.  But friend, be honest.  You know that you have never really met Jesus Christ.  

Listen, why don’t you stop masquerading?  Face up to reality.  Come to the Lord.  Make your commitment to Him.  One of the great evils of our day is hypocrisy.  We see hypocrites in all or our churches.  These people are all surface – no reality.  Let God search out your heart.  Is Christ living there?  I don’t mean, are you a church member?  I am asking a question here.  Answer the question, please.  Is Christ living in your life?  If not, invite Him in.  Let Him take over, and your life will change.
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