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There are some people who come awfully close to a salvation experience but they never seem to get saved.  Who or what is to blame?  What keeps these people from this remarkable, miraculous experience?

There is a wonderful story told about the Prince of Wales during the First World War.  He was invited to visit a hospital on the outskirts of London where thirty-six severely wounded men were being cared for.  Graciously, he accepted the invitation, and upon arrival at the hospital was shown around the principal word.  He shook hands with some, spoke kind words to many, and sympathized with all of them.

In looking around he said, “I thought there were thirty-six patients.  I have only seen thirty.”  He was told that six of the very worst cases were in a special ward where visitors were not usually taken.  “I must see them too,” said the Prince.  Guided by the doctor, he saw the men – bruised, maimed, broken, helpless wrecks.  “But, there are only five,” the Prince exclaimed.  “Where is the other man?”  He was told that the other man was so badly maimed that he was kept in a room alone, and it would better not to see him.  “I want to see him,” the Prince insisted.

Taken into the little room, the Prince of Wales saw a sight such as he had never seen before.  There lay all that was left of a brave soldier – blind, deaf, legless, armless, and disfigured almost beyond recognition as a human being.  Standing silent a moment, touched beyond measure, the Prince stooped down, kissed the disfigured brow of the veteran, and with broken voice exclaimed, “Wounded for me.”

This incident reminds me of another man who was hated by many.  As the result, He was beaten, cursed, nailed to a cross, and after excruciating pain, He died – not because He deserved to die.  In fact, He was the most wonderful man who ever lived.  No one ever matched Him before or since.  He was completely sinless and holy.  He was humanly perfect, possessing a perfect spirit, soul, and body.  No sinful thought ever entered His mind.  No unworthy word ever escaped His lips.  Humanly speaking, He died because wicked people loved darkness rather than light.  Divinely speaking, He died according to the will of God, who was not willing that any should perish, but that all should come unto repentance.  He died for you; He died for me, that we might have eternal salvation.  The sinless, spotless Son of God laid down His life for us that we might spend eternity with Him.  This is why He died.

But be assured, He is not dead now.  He is very much alive, for He arose from the dead shortly after He died.  He lives in us through the Holy Spirit, that is, those of us who have trusted Him for salvation.  To us He is everything.  In the Bible He says I am meek and lowly in heart.  I am the Bread of Life; I am the Light of the World; I am the Door; I am the Good Shepherd; I am the Resurrection and the Life; I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life; I am the Vine; I am the First and the Last; I am alive forevermore; I am the Bright and Morning Star; I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending.
Yes, this Person is everything to everyone, and He wants to be everything to you.  You’re whole life could be changed if only you would invite the Son of God, Jesus Christ, to come into your life to rule and reign.

Doubtless, you have run your own life for a number of years.  Maybe you have made a horrible mess of things.  You would like to begin over.  You can begin over with Jesus Christ who wants to begin a new life with you.  But you may say, “I have seen too many church members who are hypocrites.”  My reply is, I have seen too many too.  But don’t judge Christ by some of the church members.  Don’t even judge Him by the church.  Christ and the church are not the same.  Christ and church members are not synonymous.  Some churches are disloyal to Christ, they no longer proclaim the Gospel or exhibit God’s love for fallen humanity.

But again I say, don’t judge Christ by the visible church.  That isn’t fair.  I agree with you that in some aspects the church has failed.  But be assured, Jesus Christ has never failed.  He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  As he helped poor, struggling, dying souls when He walked on this earth, He is ready and willing to help you at this moment, if you will let Him.  Will you admit that you need something more than you have, if you are to find lasting happiness?  Please understand that Jesus Christ alone is the fountain of Living Water; He is the Bread of Life; He is heaven’s bread for earth’s hunger; heaven’s water for earth’s thirst; heaven’s light for earth’s darkness; heaven’s hope for earth’s despair; heaven’s dress for earth’s nakedness, heaven’s gain for earth’s loss; heaven’s gladness for earth’s grief.

If you resist Him or turn away from Him, to whom will you go to find all that He is?  Without Jesus Christ, we are like children crying in the night, with no language but a cry.  Thus, I ask to whom would you go in your lonesomeness; to whom will you go in your anxiety; to whom will you go in your fears?  There is only one answer – Jesus Christ.

But you may reply, “If He has the power to relieve misery, to break the shackles from prisoners, to dry the tears of those who sorrow, to provide for the unfortunate, why doesn’t He do it?  For the simple reason that this is not why He came to this earth.  He came to die for our sins.  He can do all of these things, and in many cases He does.  But this was not the particular purpose for which He came.  He came to lay down His life to shed His blood that those who believe on Him might be eternally saved.  After all, the few years we spend on earth are only as a drop in the bucket when compared to eternity.   Christ came to deal with our sins, not simply our few years of misery.  When sin is dealt with, often misery will disappear, for all misery had its roots in sin.

Christ is the Rock upon which every life should be built.  He is the Rock that can stand the storms of time.  He is the Rock on which you should be resting.

I heard one time of a sailor who had been in a shipwreck but was able to swim to a rock to which he clung until his rescue.  Later, he was asked, “Didn’t you shake with fear while you were hanging onto that rock?”  “Yes,” he said, “but the rock never shook once.”

Many times in life we tremble.  We become disturbed and fearful.  But if we have Jesus Christ as our refuge, the Solid Rock, we have security with the promise that He will never leave us nor forsake us.

Do you have this blessed assurance?  Do you really know Jesus?  I don’t mean, do you know about Him?  Have you had a personal encounter with Him?  Have you welcomed Him into your life as your Savior and Lord?  If not, do it right now.  He is willing to forgive you of all your past, if only you will trust Him.  He will save you for eternity, if only you will permit Him to do it.  He is ready, and His word to you is Him that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out.  Let Him work a miracle in your heart and life.

Glad Tidings, Inc., P.O. Box 18824, Charlotte NC  28218

