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In my thinking, one of the great heroes of the Christian faith was a man who gave us about one-half of our New Testament.  I want to look with you at some of the things that made the Apostle Paul the man that he really was for God.

In my estimation, one of the greatest characters who ever lived was the Apostle Paul.  As I read his letters in the New Testament, I am intrigued by his depth of knowledge, unbounded fearlessness, and overwhelming zeal for God.  I would like to point out some of the “I am-s” of Paul in the Epistle to the Romans, which give us some understanding as to the reason for Paul’s greatness.

The first one is found in Romans 7:14.  For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.  Paul, like the rest of us, was not perfect.  He admitted this fact freely.  And in this verse he says, I am carnal, sold under sin.  Being of a sinful nature, he was enslaved by sin – a helpless enemy to the righteousness of God.

Paul says the law of God is spiritual.  Until one meets Christ, it is impossible for a carnal nature to obey the spiritual truth of God.  No amount of good deeds or worthy thoughts can blot out man’s sinful nature.  To enter into spiritual truth, he must have a spiritual rebirth.

As the result of his carnal nature, Paul cried out in the words of Romans 7:24 O wretched man that I am!  Readily, he recognized his inability to produce any righteousness of his own.  In despair, Paul went on to ask who shall deliver me from the body of this death?  Upon hearing the infallible truths of God’s Word, many of us have come to this same conclusion – “I am wretched; who will deliver me?”  Paul gives us the answer in verse 25.  I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Most of us have tried other ways and remedies for deliverance, but to no avail.  Anyone who has ever tried Jesus Christ will discover the answer to his wretched condition and find in Christ peace, joy, and everlasting life.

In the first chapter of Romans, Paul gives us another “I am.”  In verse 16 he says For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.  This is the language of one who has experienced the saving power of God as revealed in the gospel of Christ.  Having become a recipient of new life in Christ, he is overwhelmingly anxious that his loved ones, friends, and neighbors come to know the same deliverance and victory over the power of sin.  With similar exuberance, the Psalmist said in Psalm 107:2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy.  Those who really know Christ will be bold to proclaim Christ.

In Romans 1:14 Paul says I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.  Following his salvation, Paul never said that he was a debtor to God.  I have heard believers testify that, since they came to Christ and were saved, they now owe God everything.  Well, if they did, it would not be salvation by grace, would it?  This would be salvation on the installment plan.  We would be paying God off, deed by deed, until ultimately it all became ours; I guarantee you, such is not the case.  We are saved by grace through faith, and we are in no way debtors to God.  But, we are debtors to all of humanity as long as we live on this earth.  We are to use every means possible to share the Gospel with the unsaved because we are in debt to them.  Someone told us about Christ.  Now we are obligated to tell others about Him.

In the next verse, verse 15, Paul says I am ready to preach the Gospel to you that are at Rome also.  Paul was always ready to preach the Gospel.  He grasped every God-given opportunity to tell people about Jesus Christ.  Maybe you are wondering what was so different about being ready to preach the Gospel at Rome? - Simply because, in Paul’s day, this would be like running into a fire.  Because of the Roman government and culture, Rome was the most difficult place on the earth to preach Christ.  But Paul said, I am ready.  In fact, ultimately, he went, and there he died for the name of Jesus.

As believers, we are not to shun the hard places or the difficult circumstances.  Remember that it was the Apostle Paul who declared in 2 Corinthians 5:20 that we are ambassadors for Christ.  We are God’s representatives, is what he is saying.  We are not to live for ourselves, but for Him.  Whatever His assignment is for us, let’s be ready to do it.

Going to Romans 8:38, 39 the Apostle makes the statement For I am persuaded – what was he persuaded about? - that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things, present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Paul unveils to us his deep, unalterable conviction concerning the unchanging love of God which is in Christ Jesus.  Evil men and seducers could destroy his life, but they could never separate him from the love of God, for this is eternal in Christ.

What a blessed assurance believers have in the Son of God.  We don’t have to wonder if we are saved; we know we are saved on the authority of the word of Almighty God.

Turning to Romans 11:13, we get our sixth “I am.”  Paul discloses his mission as a believer in Christ.  He says, I am the Apostle of the gentiles.  Following his conversion, he waited on God for the leading of the Lord as to how he should spend the rest of his life.  Prior to this time, he had lived for himself.  But things were different now since he had turned to the Savior.  He determined that the rest of his life would be lived for God, irrespective of the cost.  With seriousness of heart, and with a determination to obey God, he had learned what his gifts were and how and where they were to be used.  He received guidance for his work from the Lord, and knew what it was.

If you are a believer, I wonder if this is true of you.  What definite work has God called you to do as a follower of Jesus Christ?  Many a Christian life is frittered away aimlessly for the lack of this deep consciousness of the good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.

Immediately after his conversion, Paul cried out, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do.  Every believer should be asking God this question frequently.

Coming to Romans 15:29 Paul says I am sure.  I am sure that, when I come unto you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.  It is thrilling to know that wherever we go in God’s name, we go in God’s power.  Although Paul went to Rome in chains, he went in the fullness of God’s blessing.

Our concluding verse is chapter 16 verse 19 where Paul says I am glad therefore on your behalf: but yet I would have you wise unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil.  Paul’s gladness overflowed in his heart because he saw others obeying the truth.  The closeness of our fellowship with Jesus Christ can be tested by the intensity of our sadness or gladness at the disobedience or obedience of others to the Lord.

Does it grieve you to see other believers out of fellowship?  Are you sad because of the effects of sin?  On the other hand, are you able to rejoice with them that rejoice?  This is the sensitivity through the Holy Spirit that every believer should have for members of the body of Christ.  No Christian is a law unto himself. . He is an important part of the family of God.  For this reason, we are to bear one another’s burdens and be concerned about those who are in need, reaching out to help with the love of God.  My, what a privilege it is to be a child of God

Have you entered into this privilege?  Have you trusted in Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?  If not, I urge you to turn to Him at this very moment.  Acknowledge your sinfulness and say, “Jesus, I am sorry for my sins, and now I receive you as my Savior and Lord.”  And He will enter your life, never to leave.
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