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There is something I have never been able to quite figure out.  God has told all Christians to go into all the world and preach the Gospel.  But only a small minority has responded.  Would the Lord tell us to go if He didn’t really mean it?  What have you done about this in your own life? Today, I want to direct your thinking to the Book of Exodus again, where we see God calling Moses to be the leader of His people Israel.

We saw in my last message that Moses offered excuses.   First, he felt he was unworthy because of his sin.  Secondly, he claimed that he wasn’t sufficient for the responsibility.  He overlooked the fact that when God gives us a job to do, he equips us so we shall be sufficient for the task.

Thus, Moses sought to be relieved from his responsibility on the grounds of his iniquity, and his insufficiency.  And now, thirdly, he pleads his infirmity.

In Exodus 4:10, Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am not eloquent…I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.  God knew all about this.  He created Moses the way he was.  He was aware of the deficiencies of his servant.  But listen, we have a God who can very easily overcome the deficiencies if we choose to do His holy will.  After all, few of us are free from deficiencies of one kind or another.

God’s answer to Moses was Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.  Maybe Moses did have a severe speech infirmity, but this was nothing for God.  Our God can do all things.

I have known young people who did not want to go to the mission field because of the necessity of learning a foreign language.  They felt they would have too much difficulty.  But, if this has been your excuse, I assure you that if God wants you out on the mission field, he will take care of the language.  You may be a poor student, you may not have any natural inclination toward languages, but if your life is surrendered to Jesus Christ, and if you are in God’s will, He will take care of all your needs.  

When Jonathan Goforth first went to China, many years ago, he had a most difficult time mastering the Chinese language.  After he studied it for almost a year, the people still could not understand him when he tried to talk.  He told his wife, “Rose, if the Lord does not work a miracle for me with this language, I fear I will be an utter failure as a missionary.”  Facing this sad truth, he took his Chinese Bible and went out to speak.  Two hours later, he returned and announced triumphantly to his wife, “It was just wonderful.  When I began to speak, those phrases and idioms that always eluded me came easily, and I could make myself understood so well, that the people actually asked me to continue, even though one of the missionaries on the station had already risen to speak.  I know,” said Goforth, “the backbone of the language is broken.”

Missionary Goforth was so delighted that he made full note of this incident in his diary.  About two months later, a letter came from his former roommate at Knox College, Mr. Towing, saying that on a certain evening after supper, a number of students had decided to meet in one of the classrooms for prayer – just for Goforth.  The letter stated that the presence and power of God was so felt by all at the meeting, that they were convinced that Goforth must have needed help in some way.  On checking in his diary, Goforth found that the prayer meeting coincided with his miraculous help with the language.  It was a case of praying down the language, and it was a milestone in the life of this great missionary.

Oh friends, it may be that you have been excusing yourself from the service of the Lord on the grounds of your infirmity.  What about prayer?  Will God not be with you as He was with Moses?  God says in Psalm 34:15 The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears are open unto their cry.  Do you want to invest your life in the service of God?  You are looking at yourself; you are considering your infirmities and limitations saying, “Well, I could never be a missionary.  I am too weak.  I am too frail.  I am afraid.  I can’t speak well.”  May I tell you, we have a God who can remove all the obstacles.

I conducted a meeting in a well-known church.  The pastor was telling me how one Sunday evening he bid goodbye to one of his faithful men who was just leaving the church.  That night, that man suffered a heart attack.  They rushed him to the hospital and he died at four o’clock the following afternoon.  His wife was forty-four years of age.  She had always been sickly and could only eat certain foods, and not many of those.  After the death of her husband, she wanted to invest her remaining years somehow in the service of the Lord.  She desired to be useful for Him.  She had a great burden to go to the mission field.  She promised God, if He would make it possible for her to go, she would go, even though she were weak and frail in body.

Shortly after, a missionary to the lepers in West Africa came to their church and stayed in this widow woman’s home.  The missionary told of her work out on the field.  The widow said, “I wish God would make it possible for me to go.  My husband has gone to heaven and I am all alone.  I want to serve my Lord so badly.”  The missionary assured her that there was a place out on the mission field.  By God’s wonderful grace, in just a few months this widow was out in West Africa.  After three months on the field, she never felt better, and she had never been happier.  God performed a miracle in her body.  She was able to eat anything.  Day by day she grew stronger, though she worked harder than she ever had in her life.  In one month, these two women missionaries in Africa ministered to seven thousand lepers.

Oh, what God can do through us when we turn everything we have over to Him.  The reason so many of us have so little of the power of God is that we have not received of all that the Lord has for us.  Don’t try to excuse yourself from the Lord’s service on the grounds of your infirmities.  They may be problems to you, but they are not problems to God.

Finally, in the passage of Scripture dealing with the call of Moses, we come to the heart and core of the matter.  We see the inconsistency of Moses.  In Exodus 4:13 Moses said O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.  This was a much as to say “send someone else Lord, I can’t speak.”  The divine reply to this last denial was sharp and final when we read that the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses. 

But, at the same time, our Lord would not excuse Moses from his divine responsibility.  He said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother?  I know that he can speak well.  And also, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart.  And in verse 15 God says, I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do.  If God calls us to serve Him, we have no right to offer a substitute. 

But I will say this, it may be that we are too old to go into the service of the Lord or maybe we are sure it is not God’s will for us to pull up stakes and go out to some foreign field.  If this is the case, we are not excused from responsibility to go into all the world and preach the Gospel.  If we cannot go to the field ourselves, I feel before God that we are obligated to send others in our place.  Maybe we cannot speak, or maybe there are other limitations or obligations.  We can dedicate our income to God and sacrifice for Him and send young men and young women out in our place.  We could faithfully pray for them every day and share in their support out on the field.

Oh, if Christians would get right with God and really surrender their all to Him, there would be thousands more missionaries going out into every direction of the world to tell out the blessed story of Christ and His saving grace.  Some of us are more concerned about our comforts and the gadgets then we are about millions who are perishing, who have never heard the Gospel of Christ.  Do you know, that many thousands of people in the world die every twenty-four hours, with half of them having never heard the name of Jesus?

Oh friend, let God speak to your heart I pray, through the Holy Spirit, that you will truly be useful for Him.
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