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Are you disappointed – maybe in love or possibly a failure of some kind?  Whatever you do, don’t give up.  That is the easiest thing in the world to do, but it is certainly the wrong approach.  You have not come to the end of things.  If you really want it, the best is yet to come.

While David the Psalm writer was in the midst of circumstances that seemed to present only the deepest gloom, he cried out I have set the Lord always before me: because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.  These words contain a message for every one of us.  When David said I have set the Lord always before me, he meant that God was his unfailing strength.  With unreserved reliance, David rested in the fact that God was with him and He would never leave him.  Thus, there was no reason for him to become disturbed and distraught.  If you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, this same, unshakable confidence should be yours.

In John 10:27 the Lord Jesus declares, and I know them, and they follow me.  Here is a beautiful picture of reliance.  When we belong to God through Christ, He knows us.  What do I mean, He knows us?  He knows every difficulty, every problem, every heartache – in fact, every need of your life and mine.  The knowledge God has of us is more than an awareness of our circumstances.  It is knowledge that results in help.  It really means, since He knows His own, He will care for them.  With this in mind, we follow Him, which means we lean upon Him without fear or reservation of any kind.  

We need to be reminded over and over again that our God is a mighty God with no limits whatsoever.  This is hard for us to fathom because we are so human and we are prone to interpret things from the human viewpoint.  How necessary it is that we look away from our circumstances and look to Jesus Christ our Redeemer.

So often we fix our eyes upon the obstacles that seem to be in our way and, as the result, we get our eyes off the Lord.  By the way, do you know what an obstacle is?  An obstacle is something that is seen when you take your eyes off your goal.  What should be the believer’s goal?  Paul expressed it well in Philippians 1:21.  For to me to live is Christ.  But isn’t it true?  We are prone to look to things and people, and what happens?  We stagger in unbelief.  We become discouraged, depressed, and disappointed, which evidences the fact of our unbelief.

Some years ago, while ministering the Word at the Winona Lake Bible Conference in Indiana, God spoke to my heart through an experience related by one of the other speakers.  During the Second World War, he had been overseas several years before the war ended.  The time finally arrived for him to go home.  He flew to the west coast and waited a day and a half before he was able to get a seat on a plane going to his hometown.

Shortly before the plane left, he was replaced by another soldier and two pieces of cargo.  You can imagine how disappointed he was after being away from home several years, and now he was delayed even longer.  Three hours later, he got on another plane, which took off and later landed in Kansas City.  As he left the plane and walked toward the airport, he noticed that there was unusual activity all around.  Huge spotlights were focused into the skies.  He inquired as to all the commotion and was told that they were searching for a plane that did not arrive.  And what plane was it? – The one from which he had been removed.  That plane never did arrive, but crashed with its passengers and cargo in the Rocky Mountains. The speaker made it clear that what appeared to be a disappointment to him was not really a disappointment, but rather God’s appointment.

This happens so frequently to God’s people.  But what do we do?  We get upset and sometimes we even get angry, when all the time God is caring for our needs.  What we interpret as a burden is often a blessing in disguise.  We cannot see the entire picture, but God can.  We see only one side, and usually the poorer side at that.

But now, let’s get to the crux of the matter - why is it that we react like we do?  The answer is very simple.  The reason we trust God so little is because, frequently, our knowledge of Him is so shallow.  I have heard it said of some humans, they are better known than trusted.  Isn’t it true?  The more we get to know some people, the less we can trust them.  We have good reasons for this.  But just the opposite should be true with God.  The better we get to know Him, the more we should trust Him.  The reason most of us worry and fret so, instead of trusting in the Lord, is because our relationship to Him is so casual that we look to ourselves rather than to Him.  Every new discovery we make of the Lord and His power should provide a greater foundation for more confidence in Him.

David declared in Psalm 9:10, They that know thy name will put their trust in thee.  The key word in this verse is know.  It means full commitment to God’s control.  They that know thy name will put their trust in thee.  This is what Paul desired above all else when he said in Philippians 3:10 That I may know Him.  Those who are fully committed to Christ’s control in this manner will not be disturbed by so-called disappointments.  They will be able to weather the storms of life with the blessed assurance that in Christ, everything we face is of His appointment and, somehow, there is always a way with Him.  Instead of being depressed by the storm clouds, we shall see the sunshine, and will rejoice with the Psalmist saying, Bless the Lord O my soul, and all that is within me.  Bless His holy name. 

Do you sense that you may have a spiritual need in your life?  Talk it over with the Lord.  Tell God you want Him to be the Master of all.  Tell Him you will trust Him.  Ask Him for faith to believe, and then walk by faith and not by sight.  Trust Him for everything because He never fails.

And if you have never really taken Christ into your life, here is good news for you.  Christ loves you, and He wants to enter your life and give you the peace you need so greatly at this moment.  Just simply tell God you are sorry for your sins, thank Him for sending His Son to die on the cross to cleanse you from sin, and then ask Christ to save you and give you everlasting life.  And be sure, He will.
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