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A young man entered his office on a Monday morning and proudly announced to his fellow workers, “Well, I joined church yesterday.”  He sought to leave the impression that as far as spiritual matters were concerned, everything was now ok.  But as time went on, there was no change for the better.  This young man merely deceived himself.

One time, a missionary was showing pictures of his foreign field in a little country church when, without turning the lights on, an announcement was made that little Mary Jones was lost.  Inquiry was made as to whether she was in the audience.  But there was no response.  After the missionary finished showing his pictures, the lights were turned on and, at once, someone saw little Mary Jones sitting unconcerned near the front of the church.  Mary was asked, “Didn’t you hear the announcement?”  “Yes,” answered Mary.  “But I am not lost, I’m right here.  I know where I am.”

Mary Jones was lost in church, but she didn’t know it.  Surprisingly enough, there are many people who are lost in church, but they don’t know it.  How many well meaning but unconverted people there are on church roles?  To be sure, they attend church, and they are religious, but they have never received new life through Jesus Christ.  God says in Matthew 15:8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.
There is a vast difference between religion and salvation.  Religion is what man does for God.  Salvation is what God does for man.  Religion cannot give us eternal life; only Christ can do this.  God says in Act 16:31 Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  Most human beings are religion conscious; they have a religion of one kind or another.  But not everyone will go to heaven.  

A church worker who was calling in a certain neighborhood asked an elderly woman if she had religion.  The lady was hard of hearing and thought the church worker had used a medical term in reference to her many infirmities.  “Oh yes,” she replied, “I have had slight touches of it occasionally.”  This isn’t far from the truth, is it?  Many people have a touch of religion but their hearts are devoid of joy and peace because they have never really met God through being born again.  

You see, Jesus said in John 3:3 Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  It is through a spiritual rebirth that we come to know the Lord.  To be reborn is to repent of sin and to turn to Christ.  To be saved is more than saying “I believe.”  It is to be willing to turn away from sin to follow the living Christ.  

Understand, repentance is not penitence; to be penitent, one needs only to be sorry for sin.  Our penitentiaries are crowded with convicts who are sorry for what they did because they got caught.  Some are sorry even for the crimes they committed; but they have not repented by turning from their sin to follow the Son of God.  

God says in Luke 13:5 Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.  Regrettably, an easy believe-ism is being preached in some of our present day churches that ignores repentance completely.  But without sincere repentance, there can be no salvation, in spite of what some preachers have to say.  With repentance and belief in Christ, God gives new life immediately; and the old sinful habits are forsaken, with a desire to live for Christ and do His will.

It could be said of many people in our churches, they have a form of godliness but deny the power thereof.  They profess to know God, but in works they deny him – being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work, reprobate.  

Of course, all the blame should not be place on those who join the church.  Sometimes ministers and church boards fail to make salvation clear and plain to those who join the church.  Often, all that is required of people for church membership is respectability.  What a tragedy!  Some churches actually minimize the need for repentance, while the teaching of the new birth is considered ridiculous and old fashioned.  Thus, if such is the case, you usually find an elite membership without an evangelistic ministry; anthems without adoration; creed without conversion; cushioned pews without Christ’s presence; hundreds of listeners without holiness of life; popular ministers without a fearless message; programs without prayer; religion without realities; and sermons without salvation.

Sometimes, those who preach in these churches boldly assert that they are not restricted or confined to the Bible for their sermons.  They even deny that the Bible is the Word of God.  They do not accept the truth of the virgin birth of Jesus Christ, nor do they teach the blessed hope of the return of Jesus Christ.  You won’t find much by way of spiritual food in a church like this.

Don’t let a broadminded minister tamper with your soul.  If you were in a need of surgery, surely you wouldn’t want a broadminded surgeon, one who ignores all the rules of medicine and normal procedures and does the surgery just the way he likes to do it.  I doubt that you would choose a broadminded physician who would jeopardize your physical life.  How much more important it is to care for your spiritual life.  Don’t let it be tampered with.  When you go to church, be sure it is a church where the Bible is believed and taught, and where there is a sincere concern for the unsaved, where people love one another.

Could it be that I am speaking to someone who is lost in church?  You may be a faithful church member.  But do you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?  Are you sure of heaven when you die?  Don’t trust in your church membership for salvation.  It won’t work.  It must be a personal relationship with the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  There is no other way.  He died for your sins on the cross and paid the price once and for all.  He was buried and rose again that you might have eternal life.  Don’t neglect Him.

I urge you to come to Him now, if you never have.  He says in Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  He will do it.  I guarantee you, He will do it.  Receive Him and see for yourself.
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