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Have you ever met anyone who was too humble?  I am sure you have met those who were too proud. But what about those who were too humble?  I doubt that anyone fits into this category.  Let’s think about our own personal need of humility.

In my last message, I told you my feelings about a truly great person - he is a humble person.  Moses was a good example.  Recall his life.  It could be divided easily into three parts of forty years each.  During the first forty years, he was busy learning to be somebody.  During the second forty, he was even busier learning to be nobody.  In the third forty years, he was busy proving what God could do to a man who had effectually learned these lessons.

The greatest example I know of on the subject of humility is our Lord Jesus Christ Himself.  We read in Philippians 2:5-9 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men.  And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name.  He humbled Himself, and became obedient.  We need to let these words burn into our hearts; He humbled Himself and became obedient.  Not only is Christ our Lord, He is our pattern.

Christ did this for us.  He gave Himself for us.  He is our example.  His was a life of sacrifice because of His humility.  What He was and is, we should be.  Because He humbled Himself and became obedient, so should we.  He became obedient unto death.  Think of His death for just a minute - the ignominious death on the cross.  To His dying moment, He continued to be humble and obedient.  In spite of all His wicked persecutors did to Him, he cried out to His Father in heaven Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 

What an expression of humility and obedience.  These wicked men maltreated Him and placed a crown of thorns on His head.  They spat upon Him; they beat Him; they ridiculed Him, laughed at Him, and jeered Him.  The climax of their hatred was evidenced in nailing Him to the cross and holding Him up before the people with two thieves as the object of scorn and hatred.  But in spite of all this, He could patiently look into the face of His Heavenly Father and say Forgive them.
He had every right to say “Father, punish them.  Visit them with divine vengeance.  Pour out your wrath upon them.”  Even His righteousness could easily have provoked a prayer for judgment upon these wicked, despicable, ungodly creatures who nailed Him to the cross.  But He made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Himself the form of a servant.  He humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
What an example for you and me.  If we say we are believers, followers of Jesus Christ, we must truly follow.  And none of us can follow without being humble.  God says to you and to me in Philippians 2:3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  Do you esteem others better than yourself, or do you esteem yourself better than others?

Someone has said, “One of the greatest opportunities in life is to play second fiddle well.”  Some there are who boast about their playing of second fiddle.  They are proud of their humility, so to speak.  Others complain about playing second fiddle.  But some of those who complain about playing second fiddle ought to be glad that they are in the orchestra at all!

I heard a man say, one time, “The trouble with our churches is the fact that we have too many chiefs and not enough Indians.”  This is the trouble in many, many churches today.  Everybody wants to be the boss.  But it’s workers we need – humble men and women of God who will say with the apostle Paul, God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of Jesus Christ.  It is unquestionably true; if there were more Christians glorying in the cross of Christ rather than in self, many more souls would be coming to the Lord.  

Some years ago, Stephen Merritt gave a supper in his mission, to which he had invited all the outcast and homeless men he could find.  After the gathering, he picked up his hat to go and found that some of the men, as a prank, had filled it with bacon rinds, pieces of crust, and bones.  He was so furious that he immediately mounted a chair and stormed at the remaining men, threatened to call the police, and berated them for their ingratitude.  Then, suddenly, there flashed through his mind love suffereth long and is kind, is not easily provoked, beareth all things.  Thus, for his burst of anger he promptly apologized in all humility, telling his listeners that he knew he had grieved the Lord.  To make restitution, he invited them to come back to another supper the following night.  Moved by his great humility, they returned the next night, and forty of these people received Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

Child of God, have you been proud and haughty?  Is your speech marked by arrogance?  Humble yourself in God’s sight.  Confess your sin to the Lord; get right with Him; claim victory over your pride, through Jesus Christ.  Don’t let your life be a big “I.”  Say with the apostle Paul for me to live is Christ – not I, but Christ.

Maybe you are a proud person because you don’t know Christ as your Savior and Lord.  The self-life is always a proud life.  It may be that you have never really been born again.  Today, as you listen to my voice, you are still in your sins – lost, unsaved, hell bound.  You need the Savior.  Remember, he died on the cross and then rose again, paying the price for your sins that you might be saved.  Will you turn to Him today?  Will you let Him come into your life?  You will never regret this step of faith.  Right now, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and, the Bible says, thou shalt be saved.
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