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There are some Christians who get very little enjoyment out of their Christian faith. What are they missing and what can be done about it?

In Philippians 3:10 the apostle Paul made an astounding statement in just five words.  These few words have been meaningful to every generation since they were spoken.  The apostle declared That I may know Him.
I am sure you realize there are three ways in which we can know someone.  We can know a person who does not know us.  For example, I know the President of the United States.  I know him through reading the newspapers and by listening to him on telecasts.  I know him, but he doesn’t know me.  This is the kind of knowledge many people have about Christ.  If you were to ask them, “Do you know the Lord?” their reply would be “Sure.”  These people may or may not go to church.  They may be morally upright.  But does Christ know them? - Not necessarily so.

Remember what He said in Matthew 7:21-23.  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  These people did not really know the Lord.  They only knew about Him – a kind of flimsy relationship.

Another way we come to know people is by being introduced to them.  Very often, a casual friendship is established and that’s about as far as it goes.  Many there are who know the Lord in this respect.  At some time, they were introduced to Christ by a godly parent, a Sunday school teacher, a pastor or evangelist, but the relationship was merely a kind of casual acquaintance.  Maybe they thought of Him once a week, if they went to church.  They may have even given a dollar or so, but beyond this, rarely does He ever get any of their time or attention.  Of course, He is always a good friend to have around just in case He is needed.

But this isn’t what Paul meant when he said that I may know Him.  He had much more than this is mind.  He was speaking about an intimate relationship, such that exists between a husband and wife.  It is a relationship unknown outside the family.  You don’t learn all about your mate in your first week of marriage, or in the first year.  I have been married over fifty years, and I am still learning!  But as I learn, it becomes more wonderful and the bond of love becomes greater.

This was Paul’s desire relative to Jesus Christ.  That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:10-14).  Paul wanted Christ to be supreme in his life.

His earnest desire was that anything that shadowed this image might be purged from his life.  He declared in 2 Timothy 2:21.  If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the Master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.   This was Paul’s primary concern, that he might be meet for the Master’s use.

What is your supreme desire in life?   What do you want most of all? – Money?  Position?  Respect?  Whatever it is, there is nothing more important for the child of God than to let Jesus Christ be master of all.  Christ needs to be in first place.

Some years ago, I spoke at a Bible conference in Pennsylvania.  There was a young medical student in attendance that listened intently during every service.  Toward the end of the week, a great victory was experienced by this medical student as she yielded completely to God and His will for her life.

The result was several terms of fruitful service in Africa.  A few years ago, I received a letter from her in which she stated, “As a doctor, I rejoice in the demonstration of God’s power to lead and the glory he received in it all.  I frankly meant to be a doctor first and a Christian second, especially when I was striving to get that M.D.  Now, I am a Christian first, and I rejoice in the opportunities to share Christ with my patients.

What or who is first in your life?  If it is not Jesus Christ, you are missing God’s best.  Jesus said in Matthew 16:24, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.   Cross bearing is not easy, in any sense of the word.  But from experience, I can say it is far better to carry the cross than to drag the cross.  There are many Christians dragging the cross when they should be carrying it willingly for Jesus Christ.  When you are carrying the cross for Christ, it is a sure sign that He is in control of your life.  What better way is there to live than to have One who is all wise and all knowing, sympathetic, tender, gracious, and merciful in control of us.  Why do we settle for less?

Some of us run our own lives.  Others are controlled by exterior forces.  When we consider the spread of the drug culture and its effects, we recognize the futility of people without Christ.  In desperation, they reach out for drugs to control their lives.  Millions of people in our country are under the control of alcohol.  And even those who would be quick to detest drugs or alcohol, who claim they are in control of themselves, many times are fouled up because of their inabilities to provide for or care for their own needs.  This is why submission to God’s control is a supreme requisite for satisfaction and happiness.

This is not to suggest that in such a commitment adversity will be abolished, that trials will be terminated, or that burdens will be banished.  No, surrender to Jesus Christ is not a cure all.  But one thing is certain; there will always be a way with Him.  For when He becomes Lord in one’s life, He guides the believer along the course of His perfect will, of which there can be no improvement whatsoever.

A child of God can declare at any time along the way, in the words of Romans 8:28, And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.  This is the only way to life.  It’s God’s way.  Maybe you are saying, “That’s what I want, but I could never do it.”  Let me tell you how you can do it.

One time, a veteran circus performer was attempting to train a young man to perform on the flying trapeze.  After numerous failures, the young man said, “I can’t do it.”  But the veteran said, “Yes, you can.  Let me tell you how.”  And then, he said, “Just throw your heart over the bars and your body will follow.”

This seems to be something of the secret that was experienced by the saints of Macedonia.  They had problems about their giving.  But we read in 2 Corinthians 8:5 that they first gave their own selves to the Lord.  This was the secret; following that, giving was never a problem again.  They threw their hearts over the bars.  Giving for Christ, serving Christ, living for Christ is not a problem when we first give ourselves to Christ.  When we throw hearts into the cause of Christ, then the rest will follow.

I urge you to yield to Christ’s control completely, that He might truly be Lord of all in your life.  Will you just now say to the Lord? – 

All to Jesus, I surrender,

  All to Him I freely give.

I will ever love and trust Him,

  In His presence daily live.

And, if you are not a child of God, the Lord Jesus Christ wants you to come to Him right now.  Just simply close your eyes and say, “Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I am sorry for my sins, but right now I claim you, I receive you as my Savior and Lord.”
